PRINTER S No. 185

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 180 *5e”

| NTRODUCED BY JAMES, WATERS, THOVAS, WASHI NGTQON, YOUNGBLOOD,
KI RKLAND, CURRY, D. EVANS, RUFFI NG WHEATLEY, WLLI AMS,
BEBKO- JONES, Bl SHOP, CALTAG RONE, PRESTON, CRUZ, BLACKWELL
AND JOSEPHS, FEBRUARY 1, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 1, 2005
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing standards of conduct for district attorneys;
providing for duties of the Suprene Court; and inposing
penal ti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Ethical standards for district attorneys.

(a) GCeneral rule.--District attorneys and assistant district
attorneys, and enpl oyees of the office of district attorney
shall be subject to Comonweal th |aws and rules and | ocal court
rul es governing attorneys, including the rules of professional
conduct, where the attorney engages in the duties of district
attorney to the sane extent and in the same manner as ot her
attorneys in that jurisdiction.

(b) Violations.--No district attorney or assistant district
attorney shall:

(1) In the absence of probable cause, seek the

i ndi ctment of any person.



1 (2) Fail to release pronptly information that woul d

2 exonerate a person under indictnent.

3 (3) Intentionally mslead a court as to the guilt of any
4 person.

5 (4) Intentionally or knowi ngly m sstate evidence.

6 (5) Intentionally or knowi ngly alter evidence.

7 (6) Attenpt to influence or color the testinony of a

8 W t ness.

9 (7) Act to frustrate or inpede a defendant's right to
10 di scovery.

11 (8) Ofer or provide sexual activities to any governnent
12 W tness or potential wtness.

13 (9) Leak or otherwi se inproperly dissem nate infornmation
14 to any person during an investigation.

15 (10) Knowingly msstate statutory or case |aw.

16 (11) Engage in conduct that discredits the office of

17 di strict attorney.

18 (c) Penalties.--Persons violating the provisions described
19 in subsection (b) shall, upon finding that a violation occurred,
20 be subject to:
21 (1) Probation
22 (2) Denvotion.
23 (3) Dismssal.
24 (4) Referral of ethical charges to the bar.
25 (5) Loss of pension or other retirenment benefits.
26 (6) Suspension from enpl oynent.
27 (7) Referral of the allegations, if appropriate, to a
28 grand jury for possible crimnal prosecution.
29 Section 2. Conplaints.
30 (a) Witten statenent.--A person who believes that a
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district attorney or enpl oyee of the office of district attorney
has engaged in conduct in violation of section 1 (relating to
ethical standards for district attorneys) may submt a witten
statenment to the Disciplinary Board of the Suprene Court of
Pennsyl vania, in such formas the Suprenme Court nay require,
descri bing the all eged conduct.

(b) Prelimnary investigation.--Not |ater than 30 days after
receipt of a witten statenment submtted under subsection (a),
the Suprenme Court Disciplinary Counsel shall conduct a
prelimnary investigation and determ ne whether the allegations
contained in such witten statenment warrant further
i nvesti gation.

(c) Investigation and penalty.--1f the Suprenme Court, upon
recei pt of findings by the Suprenme Court Disciplinary Counsel,
determ nes that further investigation is warranted, the court
shall within 90 days further investigate the allegations and, if
the court determ nes that a preponderance of the evidence
supports the allegations, inpose an appropriate penalty.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Enpl oyee.” The termshall include, but not be limted to,
an attorney, investigator, special prosecutor or other enployee
of the office of district attorney as well as an attorney,

i nvestigator, accountant or a special prosecutor acting under
the authority of the office of district attorney.
Section 4. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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