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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 148 %

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, KUKOVI CH, LOGAN, KITCHEN, ARMSTRONG
ERI CKSON, FERLO, SCHWARTZ, CORMAN, COSTA, TARTAGLI ONE,
WONDERLI NG, BRI GHTBI LL, CONTI, O PAKE, STOUT, LAVALLE
WOZNI AK, TOMLI NSON, LEMMOND, SCARNATI, WAGNER, RAFFERTY,
KASUNI C, GREENLEAF AND RHOADES, SEPTEMBER 24, 2003

| NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, SEPTEMBER 24, 2003
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng Cctober 8, 2003, as "Health Cares About Donestic
Vi ol ence Day" in Pennsylvani a.

WHEREAS, The Family Vi ol ence Prevention Fund' s Nati onal
Health Initiative on Donmestic Violence has designated Cctober 8,
2003, as "Health Cares About Donestic Violence Day" across the
nation; and

WHEREAS, The inportance of screening patients for synptons of
donestic viol ence was enphasi zed by this |egislature nost
recently by the passage of Act 115 of 1998, which establishes
t he Donestic Violence Health Care Response Program and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Public Welfare is about to
i npl enent a plan to require managed care plans to screen nedi cal
assi stance reci pients and provi de educati on about donestic
vi ol ence; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Medi cal Soci ety has convened a work

group conprised of nmedical directors of commercial health
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i nsurance managed care plans to devel op patient and provider
education to identify and provide care, support and referral
mechani snms for domestic violence victins; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is the first state in the United States
to institute donestic violence screening in selected settings;
and

WHEREAS, For three years in a row the Fam |y Viol ence
Prevention Fund (FVPF) has desi gnated Pennsyl vania as the only
state in the nation worthy of an "A" grade as a result of the
Commonweal th's Donestic Violence Health Care Laws, including the
Donestic Violence Health Care Response Program and

WHEREAS, Health care provider training and onsite services to
victinms have increased steadily since passage of Act 115 of
1998; and

WHEREAS, Approximately only 10% of primary care physicians
across the nation routinely screen patients for partner abuse
when not currently injured; and

WHEREAS, Such training and services are not yet universal;
and

WHEREAS, All health care providers are extrenely vital for
detection and prevention of injuries related to donestic
vi ol ence; and

WHEREAS, All health care providers should be made aware of
the nultitude of synptons and signs associated with donestic
vi ol ence; and

WHEREAS, All health care providers should be made aware of
the long-termhealth inplications of donestic violence and
lifetime exposure to violence; and

WHEREAS, Medical studies link long-termeffects of donmestic

violence to a nyriad of health problens, including snoking,

20030S0148R1183 - 2 -



di abet es, obesity, eating disorders and substance abuse; and
WHEREAS, Battery is a |eading cause of injury to wonen; and
WHEREAS, One hundred fifty-seven deaths in this Commonweal t h

in 2002 were attributed to donestic violence; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the Senate designate Cctober 8, 2003, as

"Heal th Cares About Domestic Violence Day," recognize

Pennsyl vani a' s | eadershi p and urge conti nued expansi on of

training of health care providers and provision of health care
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services to donestic violence victins.
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