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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 740 55

| NTRODUCED BY LEW S, ARGALL, ARMSTRONG BAKER, BARRAR, BEBKG
JONES, BUNT, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CLYMER, CORRI GAN, COy,
CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON, CRUZ, CURRY, DALEY, DENLI NGER, DeVEESE,
Di G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O FICHTER, FLEAGLE,
FORCI ER, FRANKEL, GCEI ST, CGEORGE, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOOD,
GOCDVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARPER, HERVAN, HERSHEY, HESS,
H CKERNELL, HORSEY, JAMES, KELLER, LAUGHLI N, LEDERER
LESCOVI TZ, MAJOR, MANN, MARSI CO, MG LL, M| LHATTAN, MELI G,
S. MLLER MJSTIO O NEILL, PALLONE, PAYNE, PHI LLIPS,
Pl CKETT, PISTELLA, READSHAW RElI CHLEY, ROBERTS, ROHRER, ROGCSS,
RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SATHER, SCAVELLO SCHRODER, SEMVEL
SHANER, SOLOBAY, STERN, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, TIGUE, TRUE
TURZAI, WALKO, WASHI NGTQON, WATSON, WOINARGCSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD,
MAY 24, 2004

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 24, 2004
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng 2004 as "The Year of Polio Awareness" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The year 2004 marks the 50th anniversary of the
successful nationwi de trial of the injectable killed-virus polio
vacci ne that included "polio pioneer” children; and

WHEREAS, | njectable polio vaccine has elimnated naturally
occurring polio cases in the United States but has not yet
elimnated polio in other parts of the world; and

VWHEREAS, As few as 57% of Anerican children receive all doses
of necessary vaccines, including polio vaccine, during

chi | dhood; and
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WHEREAS, The success of this polio vaccine has caused peopl e
to forget the 1.63 mllion Anericans born before its devel opnent
who had polio during the epidenmics in the mddle of the 20th
century; and

WHEREAS, At |east 70% of paralytic polio survivors and 40% of
nonparal ytic polio survivors are devel opi ng post-polio sequel ae,
t he unexpected and often di sabling synptons which occur up to 35
years after a poliovirus attack, including overwhel m ng fatigue,
nmuscl e weakness, muscle and joint pain, sleep disorders,
hei ght ened sensitivity to anesthesia, cold pain and difficulty
swal | owi ng and breat hi ng; and

WHEREAS, The year 2004 marks the 130th anniversary of the
di agnosis of the first case of post-polio sequel ae and the 20th
anni versary of the creation of the International Post-Polio Task
Force; and

WHEREAS, Research and clinical work by nenbers of the
I nternational Post-Polio Task Force has reveal ed that post-polio
sequel ae can be treated and even prevented if polio survivors
are taught to conserve energy and use assistive devices to stop
damagi ng and killing the reduced nunmber of overworked, polio
vi rus-damaged neurons in the spinal cord and brain that survived
the polio attack; and

WHEREAS, Many nedi cal professionals and polio survivors do
not know of the existence of post-polio sequel ae or avail abl e
treatnents; and

VWHEREAS, The mission of the International Post-Polio Task
Force includes educating nedical professionals and the 20
mllion polio survivors worldw de about post-polio sequel ae
t hrough the international post-polio |letter canpaign, television

publ i c service announcenents and a continuing plot on the
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1 National Broadcasting Conpany tel evision series "Anerican

2 Dreans"; therefore be it

3 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives:

4 (1) recognize the need for every Anerican child to be

5 vacci nat ed agai nst poli o;

6 (2) recognize the 1.63 mllion Americans who survived

7 polio, their new battle with post-polio sequel ae and t he need
8 for education and appropriate nedical care;

9 (3) request that every state proclaim 2004 as "The Year
10 of Polio Awareness" to pronote vaccination and post-polio

11 sequel ae education and treatnent; and

12 (4) request that the President convene a Wite House

13 Polio Awareness Summit with nmenbers of the International

14 Post-Polio Task Force and all appropriate departnents and

15 agencies to take inmedi ate action to educate the people of

16 the United States about the need for polio vaccination and to
17 educate polio survivors and nedi cal professionals in the

18 United States about the cause and treatnent of post-polio

19 sequel ae.
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