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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 674 55

I NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, GOOD, YOUNGBLOCOD, WOINARGCSKI ,
SAI NATO, LEVDANSKY, J. EVANS, DONATUCCI, D G ROLAMO, DeWEESE
LESCOVI TZ, LEDERER, LEACH, LAUGHLI N, KI RKLAND, RUBLEY, RGCSS,
ROONEY, ROBERTS, REI CHLEY, REED, READSHAW WATERS
WASHI NGTON, WALKO, TRUE, DALEY, CRUZ, CORRI GAN, CAPPELLI,
JOSEPHS, JAMES, HORSEY, PISTELLA, PICKETT, PHI LLIPS, PAYNE
TI GUE, SURRA, STURLA, SCHRODER, MAJOR, MANN, M GEEHAN
S. MLLER MJUNDY, HARHAI, G NGRICH GABI G FRANKEL, FI CHTER,
ARMSTRONG, BAKER, BENNI NGHOFF, BROME, SHANER, PALLONE,
TANGRETTI, SOLOBAY, B. SM TH, SCAVELLO, MANDERI NO, M CALL,
MG LL, Ml LHATTAN, HERMAN, GRUCELA, GEI ST, FREEMAN, FORCI ER
FABRI ZI O, BARD, BELARDI, BI SHOP AND BALDWN, APRIL 12, 2004

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 12, 2004
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of April 2004 as "Sexual Assault Awareness
Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, One in six wonen and one in thirty-three nen
experience a sexual assault in their lifetinme; and

WHEREAS, Every two minutes, soneone in the United States is
sexual | y assaul ted; and

WHEREAS, In this Commonweal th an estimted 2, 166,918 fenal es
and 987,882 nal es experience the life-altering trauma of sexual
victim zation; and

WHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has
identified sexual violence as an urgent and costly public health

crisis; and
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VWHEREAS, The Anerican Medi cal Association has said that
sexual violence is a silent, violent epidemc grow ng at
alarming rates and traumati zing the wonen, nen and chil dren of
our nation; and

WHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Justice states that
during the 1996- 1997 school year 5% of all mddle schools and 8%
of all high schools reported at | east one crine of rape or
sexual battery to | aw enforcenent; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Bureau of Investigation and other |aw
enf orcenent agenci es across the nation, including the
Pennsyl vania State Police, indicate that sexual violence is the
nost underreported crine in the United States, with only 28. 3%
of rape and sexual assault incidents being reported to police;
and

WHEREAS, Sexual violence consists of a range of unacceptabl e
behavi ors, including rape, incest, nolestation, date and
acquai ntance rape, statutory rape, marital/partner rape, ritual
abuse, sexual exploitation, forced prostitution, indecent sexual
contact, sexual harassnment, exhibitionismand voyeurism and

WHEREAS, Victins of sexual violence are nore likely to
experience long-termnental health consequences, including
suicide and attenpted suicide, eating disorders, substance
abuse, prom scuity, |ow self-esteem psychiatric
hospitalizations and posttraunmatic stress disorder; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
month of April 2004 as "Sexual Assault Awareness Mnth" in
Pennsyl vani a, recognizing that it is tinme to take action agai nst
sexual violence by uniting the efforts of all who work to end

sexual violence and ensuring that victins receive just and
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adequate treatnent; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage al
citizens to denonstrate support for all who work on behal f of

victinms of sexual violence and to take action for elimnating
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sexual crimes in our conmunities.
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