PRINTER S NO. 3464

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 610 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SOLOBAY, E. Z. TAYLOR, ADOLPH, ARGALL, BAKER,
BARRAR, BEBKO- JONES, BELFANTI, YOUNGBLOOD, BALDW N, BASTI AN,
BELARDI , WOINAROCSKI, BOYD, BUNT, CAUSER, CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA,
CRUZ, DelLUCA, DeWEESE, DONATUCCI, FAI RCH LD, FI CHTER
FORCI ER, GEI ST, G LLESPI E, GODSHALL, GOCDVAN, HARHAI, HARPER
HERVAN, HESS, JOSEPHS, KENNEY, LAUGHLIN, BROWE, CAPPELLI,
CLYMER, COY, CREI GHTON, DALEY, DENLI NGER, D G ROLAMO
J. EVANS, FEESE, FLEAGLE, FRANKEL, GEORGE, G NGRI CH, GOOD,
GRUCELA, HARHART, HARRI' S, HERSHEY, HUTCHI NSON, KELLER, KOTI K,
LEACH, LEDERER, LESCOVI TZ, MANDERI NO, MARKOSEK, M CALL,
MG LL, McNAUGHTON, M LLARD, MJSTI O NAI LOR, PAYNE, PI CKETT,
READSHAW RGOSS, SAI NATO, SATHER, SCHRODER, SHANER, SURRA,
THOMVAS, TURZAI, WALKO, WEBER, LEH, MAJOR, MANN, MARSI CQ,
McGEEHAN, Mol LHATTAN, MELIO S, M LLER, MYERS, PALLONE
PETRARCA, PI STELLA, ROHRER, RUBLEY, TRUE, SCAVELLQO
SCRI MENTI, B. SM TH, TANGRETTI, TIGUE, VANCE, WASH NGTON AND
WLT, MARCH 17, 2004

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 17, 2004
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of April 2004 as "Lupus Alert Month" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Lupus is a chronic, inflammuatory autoi nmmune di sease
whi ch causes the i mmune systemto attack the body's own tissue
and organs, including the kidneys, heart, lungs, brain, blood or
skin; and

WHEREAS, Lupus affects one out of every 185 Anmericans and
primarily strikes wonen between the ages of 15 and 45, but nen
as well as children are also affected; and

WHEREAS, Lupus is nore prevalent in African Americans,
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Lati nos, Native Americans and Asians; and

WHEREAS, Lupus is Anerica's |east known maj or di sease but
strikes nore people than | eukem a, multiple sclerosis, cerebral
pal sy and cystic fibrosis conbi ned; and

WHEREAS, Thousands of Americans die each year from | upus-
rel ated conplications; and

WHEREAS, Lupus is often referred to as "the di sease that

fools,” due to the patient's unawareness of its presence for
ext ended periods of tinme; and

WHEREAS, dinicians may confuse |upus with other disorders,
and persons with lupus may give the appearance of being healthy;
and

WHEREAS, The mgjority of Pennsyl vani ans do not understand
| upus, how wi despread it is or its ramfications for the health
care industry; and

WHEREAS, Wth early diagnosis and current mnethods of therapy,
80 to 90% of persons with lupus can | ook forward to a normal
life span if they follow the instructions of their physician,
t ake medi cations as prescri bed and know when to seek nedi cal
assi stance; and

WHEREAS, The Lupus Foundati on of Pennsylvania, a nonprofit
vol unteer health organi zation with a history of service since
1975, provides supportive services to the victins of |upus,
funds nedical research into the disease's causes and possible
treatments and educates the public concerning the realities of
| upus; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the

month of April 2004 as "Lupus Alert Mnth" in Pennsylvani a.
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