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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Establishing a commttee to study and report on mitigating the
probl enms which result from sl ope novenent in this

Commonweal t h.

WHEREAS, Ceol ogi sts have studied with al arm underground
novenent of the geological formations in this Commonweal th and
its inpending effects on the vertical and horizontal natural and
man- made surfaces; and

WHEREAS, Landslides and sl ope novenent have historically been
t he norm t hroughout nost parts of this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, These | andslides and sl ope novenents occur w t hout
regard for municipal boundaries, ordinances, planning codes,
politics and econom es, thereby making | ocal officials unable to
deal effectively with the devel opment and inpl enentati on of
met hods and standards to control the devastation these natural

forces can cause; and

WHEREAS, Landslides and sl ope novenent have caused an
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enor nous anount of damage to homes and roadways in southwestern
Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, Landslides and sl ope novenent will continue to
pl ague sout hwest ern Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, |ncreasingly, as the popul ation grows, residenti al
housi ng devel opnents are being constructed on nmasses of | and
wi t hout an adequate study of that |and s geological ability to
support that construction; and

WHEREAS, There is currently no Statew de system for naking
easi |y understood geol ogi cal studies available to architects and
contractors, nor is there a unified Statew de planning standard
regardi ng constructing, nortgagi ng and i nsuring housi ng and
commerci al buil di ngs which are exposed to the problem of sl ope
novenment and | andslides; and

VWHEREAS, The intent of this act is to establish a conmttee
for the purpose of studying the nature of |andslides and sl ope
nmovenent in this Commonweal th and investigating the problens
whi ch can and do result fromlandslides and sl ope novenent in
this Commonweal th; therefore be it

RESCLVED, (the Senate concurring), That a conmittee be
appoi nted to study the nature of |andslides and sl ope novenent
in this Commonweal th and to investigate the probl ens which can
and do result fromlandslides and sl ope novenent in this
Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee be conposed of one nenber
appoi nted by the President pro tenpore of the Senate, one nenber
appointed by the Mnority Leader of the Senate, one nenber
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and one
menber appointed by the Mnority Leader of the House of

Representati ves and the Secretary of Environnental Protection,
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1 who shall serve ex officio; and be it further

2 RESCLVED, That the comm ttee elect a chairperson fromits

3 nenbers; and be it further

4 RESCLVED, That the comm ttee hold hearings, take testinony

5 and nake its investigations at such places as it deens necessary
6 in this Commonweal th; and be it further

7 RESCLVED, That the commttee be authorized to issue subpoenas
8 under the hand and seal of its chairperson commandi ng any person
9 to appear before the commttee and to answer questions touching
10 nmatters properly being inquired into by the commttee and to

11 produce papers, records and docunents the conmttee deens

12 necessary; and be it further

13 RESCLVED, That the subpoenas be servabl e upon any person and
14 have the sane effect as subpoenas issued out of the courts of

15 this Commonwealth and that any person who willfully neglects or
16 refuses to testify before the cormttee or to produce papers,

17 records or documents be subject to the penalties provided by the
18 laws of this Commonwealth in such case; and be it further

19 RESCLVED, That each nenber of the committee have power to
20 administer oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before
21 the commttee; and be it further
22 RESCLVED, That the comm ttee make a report, including
23 recomrendations for proposed |l egislation, on the results of the
24 study by July 31, 2004.
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