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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 28062 *%5

| NTRODUCED BY RUBLEY, N CKOL, ARMSTRONG BARD, BASTI AN
BELFANTI, CLYMER, CRAHALLA, FAIRCHI LD, FICHTER, FLEAG.LE
FRANKEL, GEORGE, G NGRICH, GOOD, GOODVAN, HARRI'S, HENNESSEY,
HORSEY, LAUGHLI N, LEVDANSKY, S. M LLER, NAILOR, PHI LLIPS,
SCAVELLO, SCHRODER, B. SM TH, STEIL, STERN, E. Z. TAYLOR
TI GUE, VANCE, WATSON AND YUDI CHAK, OCTOBER 4, 2004

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, OCTOBER 4, 2004
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212), entitled

"An act requiring certain records of the Comonwealth and its

political subdivisions and of certain authorities and other
agenci es perform ng essential governnental functions, to be
open for exam nation and inspection by citizens of the

Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; authori zing such citizens under

certain conditions to make extracts, copies, photographs or
phot ostats of such records; and providing for appeals to the
courts of common pleas,” further providing for definitions.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "public record” in section 1 of

the act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212), referred to as the
Ri ght -t o- Know Law, anended June 29, 2002 (P.L.663, No.100), is
anended and the section is anmended by adding a definition to
read:
Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:

* %

"Public record.” Any account, voucher or contract dealing
with the recei pt or disbursenent of funds by an agency or its
acqui sition, use or disposal of services or of supplies,
mat eri al s, equi pnent or other property and any m nute, order or
deci sion by an agency fixing the personal or property rights,
privileges, imunities, duties or obligations of any person or
group of persons: Provided, That the term "public records” shal
not mean any report, comrunication or other paper, the
publication of which would disclose the institution, progress or
result of an investigation undertaken by an agency in the
performance of its official duties, except those reports filed
by agencies pertaining to safety and health in industrial
plants; it shall not include any record, docunent, naterial,
exhi bit, pleading, report, nenorandum or other paper, access to
or the publication of which is prohibited, restricted or
forbi dden by statute | aw or order or decree of court, or which
woul d operate to the prejudice or inpairnment of a person's
reputation or personal security, or which would result in the
| oss by the Commonweal th or any of its political subdivisions or
conmi ssions or State or rmunicipal authorities of Federal funds,
excepting therefrom however the record of any conviction for any

crimnal act[.]; nor shall it include records, the disclosure of

whi ch woul d conproni se the protection of any public utility,

muni ci pality or munici pal authority agai nst sabotage, crim nal

or terrorist acts and the nondi scl osure of which is necessary

for the protection of |life, safety or public property,

i ncluding, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) Mulnerability assessnents that are subnmitted to the
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Envi ronnental Protecti on Agency or any other Federal, State or

| ocal agency, and energency response plans that are subnmitted to

t he Departnment of Environnental Protection, the Pennsyl vani a

Public Uility Conm ssion or any other Federal, State or | ocal

agency.

(2) The location of community drinking water wells and

surface water intakes.

(3) Any security plans, security procedures or risk

assessnents prepared specifically for the purpose of preventing

or for protecti on agai nst sabotage, crimnal or terrorist acts,

whi ch pl ans, procedures or assessnents depend for their

effectiveness in whole or in part upon a | ack of general public

know edge of their details.

(4) Any docunent or portion thereof, including financial

statenents, relating to the exi stence, nature, |ocation or

function of security devices designed to protect agai nst

sabotage or crinmnal or terrorist acts, which devices depend for

their effectiveness in whole or in part upon a | ack of general

publi ¢ know edge.

(5) Any blueprint, nmap, schematic draw ng, photograph or

other material relating to the | ocation or structural design of

critical systenms such as conmuni cati ons, electrical systens,

ventilation, distribution, treatnent or storage which if nmade

public could conproni se security agai nst sabotage, crimnal or

terrorist acts.

For the purposes of this definition, "terrorist acts" neans

conduct that is designed to cause serious bodily injury or

substantial risk of bodily injury to persons, substantial damage

to nmultiple structures whet her occupi ed or unoccupi ed or

substanti al physi cal damage sufficient to di srupt the nornal
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functioning of a critical infrastructure.
* * *
"Security." An inteqrated systemof activities, systens,

prograns, equi pnent, personnel and policies designed in whole or

in part for the protection of classified informati on or natter,

sensitive information, critical infrastructure and personnel .
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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