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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2402 55

| NTRODUCED BY PI STELLA, DeWEESE, BELFANTI, BROME, CAPPELLI
CAWLEY, FRANKEL, CGEORGE, GOOD, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HARHAI
HARPER, HERSHEY, HORSEY, JAMES, KELLER, KOTIK, LAUGHLI N
MANDERI NO, MELI O R M LLER, N CKOL, SOLOBAY, THOVAS, TI GUE,
WALKO, WANSACZ, WASHI NGTON AND YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 8, 2004

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 8, 2004
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for
paynents to famly and funeral directors and for all owable
fam |y exenption.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 3101(b) and (c) and 3121 of Title 20 of
t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anmended to read:
§ 3101. Payments to famly and funeral directors.
* x *
(b) Deposit account.--Any bank, savings association, savings
and | oan associ ation, building and | oan associ ation, credit
uni on or other savings organization, at any tinme after the death
of a depositor, nenber or certificate holder, may pay the anount
on deposit or represented by the certificate, when the total

standing to the credit of the decedent in that institution does

not exceed [$3,500] $5,000, to the spouse, any child, the father
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or nother or any sister or brother (preference being given in

t he order naned) of the deceased depositor, nenber or
certificate holder, provided that a receipted funeral bill or an
affidavit, executed by a |icensed funeral director which sets
forth that satisfactory arrangenents for paynment of funeral
servi ces have been nade, is presented. Any bank, association,
uni on or other savings organi zati on maki ng such a paynent shal
be rel eased to the sanme extent as if paynent had been made to a
dul y appoi nted personal representative of the decedent and it
shall not be required to see to the application thereof. Any
person to whom paynent is nmade shall be answerable therefor to
anyone prejudiced by an inproper distribution.

(c) Patient's care account.--Wen the decedent was a
qual i fied recipient of nedical assistance fromthe Departnent of
Public Wl fare, the facility in which he was a patient may nake
paynent of funds, if any, remaining in the patient's care
account, for the decedent's burial expenses to a |icensed
funeral director in an anpbunt not exceeding [$3,500] $5,000
whet her or not a personal representative has been appoi nted.
After the paynent of decedent's burial expenses, the facility
may pay the bal ance of decedent's patient's care account, as
| ong as the paynments including the paynent for burial expenses
does not exceed [ $4, 000] $5,500, to the spouse, any child, the
father or nother or any sister or brother (preference being
given in the order naned) of the deceased patient. Any facility
maki ng such a paynent shall be released to the sane extent as if
paynent had been made to a duly appoi nted personal
representative of the decedent and it shall not be required to

see to the application thereof. Any licensed funeral director or

ot her person to whom paynent is made shall be answerabl e
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therefor to anyone prejudiced by an inproper distribution.
* x *
§ 3121. Wien all owabl e.

The spouse of any decedent dying domiciled in the
Commonweal th, and if there be no spouse, or if he has forfeited
his rights, then such children [as are nenbers] of [the sane
househol d as] the decedent, and in the event there are no such
children, then the parent or parents of the decedent [who are
menbers of the same househol d as the decedent,] may retain or
claimas an exenption either real or personal property, or both,
not theretofore sold by the personal representative, to the
val ue of [$3,500] $5,000: Provided, That property specifically
devi sed or bequeathed by the decedent, or otherw se specifically
di sposed of by him may not be so retained or clainmed if other
assets are available for the exenption. The surviving husband or
wi fe shall be a conpetent witness as to all matters pertinent to
the issue of forfeiture of the right to exenption.

Section 2. This act shall apply to the estates of decedents
dying on or after the effective date of this section.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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