PRINTER S NO. 3364

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 23806 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY VEON, DeWEESE, THOVAS, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI ,
BROWNE, DALEY, FAIRCHI LD, GEI ST, GEORGE, GOCDNVAN, GRUCELA,
JAMES, MARKOSEK, READSHAW SATHER, SCRI MENTI, SURRA, TI GUE
WASHI NGTON, YOUNGBLOOD, HARHAI, LaGROTTA, PALLONE, SANTON
SAYLOR, STURLA, TANGRETTI, WALKO, WOAINARGCSKI, YUDI CHAK,
FRANKEL, CORRI GAN, MANDERI NO, SHANER AND BELFANTI
MARCH 8, 2004

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 8, 2004
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for grants to schools for
network |inking educational services; and nmaking an
appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 2527. Pennsyl vani a Educati on Network.--(a) The

CGCeneral Assenbly finds as foll ows:

(1) It is inperative for the future of Pennsyl vani a's

students that the quality and equity of | earni ng opportunities

be enhanced by an advanced tel ecommuni cati ons network |i nki ng

educati onal services and resources in this Commopnweal t h.




1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(2) In 1996, Project Link to Learn was enacted, in part, to

create a widely accessi bl e Statew de tel econmuni cati ons

infrastructure for the benefit of Pennsyl vani a school s.

(3) Sufficient financial resources have not been avail abl e

to neet the network connectivity and network use needs of the

Pennsyl vani a Educati on Network established by Project Link to

(4) The network and associ ated fundi ng stream created by

this section will significantly enhance the tel econmuni cati ons

abilities of internediate units, school districts and school s

within this Conmbnwealth to hel p Pennsyl vani ans | earn.

(b)Y The departnent of shall establish and adn ni ster, under

requl ati ons pronul gated by the departnent, a Pennsyl vani a

Educati on Technol ogy Fund. This fund shall be adm nistered in a

separate, tax-exenpt account in the Treasury Departnent and

shall be initially funded by an appropriation in this section.

The departnment nay use noneys fromthis fund to devel op the

network architecture and establish the departnent's connecti on

to and participation in the PEN

(c) (1) Gants shall be allocated to i nternedi ate units,

school districts and area vocati onal -techni cal schools by the

departnent fromthe fund. A nonpublic school may participate in

the grant process only through a partnership with a school

district or internediate unit.

(2) Gants shall be used to enhance the ability of an

internedi ate unit, school district or area vocati onal -techni cal

school to connect to and utilize the PEN by i nproving the

qual ity of educati onal technol ogy and services to neet the

m ni num st andards and specifications established in subsection

(d), including paynment of nonthly recurring charges, initial
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install ati on charges and equi pnent costs as foll ows:

(i) Internediate units shall receive grants for the purposes

speci fi ed under subsection (d)(1)(i) and (ii).

(ii) School districts shall receive grants for the purposes

speci fi ed under subsection (d)(1)(iii).

(3) Any noneys remaining in the fund after distribution of

grant noneys for the purposes specified in clause (2) shall be

utilized to equip public and nonpublic schools, internedi ate

units and other entities with the appropriate resources to

ensure efficient use of the PEN for the purposes provided in

subsection (e). Each internedi ate unit, vocati onal -techni cal

school and school district that did not receive an all ocati on of

nmoneys sufficient to neet the purposes specified in subsection

(e)(2) because all or part of the standards i n subsection (d)

were al ready achi eved shall receive an all ocation for the

pur poses under subsection (f) in an anount up to one hundred per

centum (100% of the npneys that would have been required to

nmeet the purposes of subsection (d).

(4) Any noneys remaining in the fund after distribution of

grant noneys for the purposes under clauses (2) and (3) shall be

al l ocated through a conpetitive grant process for any purposes

under subsection (d) or (e).

(5) (i) Gants under clauses (2) and (3) shall be all ocated

t hrough a grant revi ew process established by the Secretary of

Educat i on.

(ii) The departnent nay establish matchi ng requirenents for

grant recipients.

(iii) The application for a grant shall be nmade at such tine

and in such formas the Secretary of Education may require.

(iv) An applicant may col |l aborate or forma partnership with
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one or nore of the following: a political subdivision, a school

district, an area vocati onal -technical school, an i nternedi ate

unit or any other entity approved by the departnent.

(d) (1) The departnent, in cooperation with the Departnent

of Conmunity and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent and the Governor's Office

of Adninistration, shall establish standards regardi ng the

network architecture for the PEN. Any entity receivVving noneys

fromthe fund nust conply with these standards. The mn ni num

dedi cat ed or equi val ent upstream and downstream connecti on

speeds shall be as foll ows:

(i) fromthe departnent to internediate units, one hundred

fifty-five (155) negabits per second;

(ii) frominternediate units to school districts and area

vocati onal -techni cal schools, forty-five (45) negabits per

second; and

(iii) fromschool districts to individual school buil dings,

one and five hundred forty-four thousandths (1.544) negabits per

(2) Three years after the effective date of this section,

and annually thereafter, the departnent nmay i ncrease the n ni num

connecti on speeds provided in subsection (d)(1).

(3) Nothing in this section shall prevent a grant recipient

fromestablishing connecti on speeds i n excess of the ni ni num

speeds established pursuant to this section.

(4) The PEN and the standards referred to in this subsection

must be conpleted for all school districts, internmediate units

and area vocati onal -techni cal schools no | ater than Decenber 31,

(e) In addition to the paynent of equi pnent and service

costs to neet the m ni num st andards established in subsection
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(d), grants under this section shall be utilized to provide and

enhance all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Twenty-four (24) hour access to educati onal resources.

(2) Teacher support services, including professional

devel opnent .

(3) Curriculum support services.

(4) Renedial educati on.

(5) Student assessnent.

(6) Collaboration anong the PEN partici pants, incl uding

group purchasi ng of educati onal supplies and services.

(7) Parental access to educati onal resources.

(8) Data storage and nmnagenent.

(9) Energency managenent and security.

(10) Adninistrative and staff support.

(11) Connections, including nmaintenance of n ni num

connections in subsection (d) or connectivity upgrades i n excess

of the m ni num speeds established pursuant to this section.

(12) Oher uses of technol ogy to enhance education in a

manner approved by the departnent.

(f) The provisions of this section are intended to

conpl enent Federal technology initiatives, including those

est abl i shed pursuant to the Uni versal Service Support Mechani sm

for Schools and Libraries established in section 254 of the

Tel econmuni cati ons Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-104, 110 Stat.

56). The departnent shall adm ni ster the grant program under

this section to naxinm ze the ability of grant recipients to

access all sources of Federal funding. However, nothing in this

section shall prohibit the departnent from authorizing grants

f or purposes specified in subsection (d) or (e) which are not

eliqgible for Federal funding.
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1 (@) The sumof fifty nmillion dollars ($50,000,000), or as

2 nuch thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the
3 Departnent of Education for the fiscal year July 1, 2004, to

4 June 30, 2005, in order to provide grants under this section.

5 (h) As used in this section, the follow ng words and_phrases
6 shall have the neanings given to themin this subsection:

7 "Departnent."” The Departnent of Education of the

8 Commonweal t h.

9 "Fund." The Pennsyl vani a Educati on Technol ogy Fund

10 established in subsection (b).

11 "Internediate unit." An internediate unit established

12 pursuant to Article | X-A

13 "Pennsyl vani a Educati on Network" or "PEN." The Statew de

14 tel econmmuni cati ons network established by Article XV-A.

15 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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