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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2232 *%%"

I NTRODUCED BY GABI G CREI GHTON, CAPPELLI, CORRI GAN, THOVAS,
GEl ST, YOUNGBLOCD, KELLER, SCHRODER AND BROWNE,
DECEMBER 8, 2003

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRI L 14, 2004
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An

act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," further providing for the reporting
of student conduct; and requiring the adoption of a code of
student conduct.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1301-A of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is
anmended by adding a definition to read:

Section 1301-A. Definitions.--As used in this article,

"Code of student conduct." shall nean a conprehensive

witten listing of principles established by a school entity

which apply to all students enrolled in the school entity

whet her they be on school property, at any school - sponsor ed

activity, or on any public conveyance providi ng transportation

to a school or school -sponsored activity. At a mininum the
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conprehensive witten listing shall include:

(1) A sunmary of acceptabl e standards of student behavi or.

(2) Unacceptabl e student behavi or.

(3) Specificpenalties PENALTIES for students who engage in <—

unaccept abl e behavi or.

* * %

Section 2. Section 1303-A(c) of the act, anended June 25,
1997 (P.L.297, No.30) is anended to read:

Section 1303-A. Reporting.--* * *

(c) Al school entities shall devel op a nmenorandum of
understanding with |l ocal |aw enforcenent which sets forth
procedures to be followed when an incident [involving] occurs on

school property, at any school -sponsored activity, or on any

publ i ¢ conveyance providing transportation to a school or

school - sponsored activity which i nvol ves an act of viol ence or

possessi on of a weapon [by any person occurs on school

property] . }Hhreluding—but—net—+Hmtedto- <—
2t . : I I ‘i hool

preperty—

(10)—Rape—
(D) —Arson—
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10 L d ne
{13y —Robbery-—

Law enforcenent protocols shall be devel oped in cooperation with

| ocal | aw enforcenment and the Pennsylvania State Police.
Section 3. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1314-A. Code of Student Conduct.--(a) Eaeh AT THE <—

BEG NNI NG OF THE SCHOOL YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S

SECTI ON, EACH school entity THAT DOES NOT HAVE A CODE OF STUDENT <—

CONDUCT shall establish a witten code of student conduct in

conpliance with the requirenents of this section. The code of

student conduct shall be revi ewed annually by the school
entity's board of directors and-bythe-school—entity s-school <—
saf ety commttee.

(b)Y Each school entity shall annually distribute a copy of

the code of student conduct to each of the school entity's

t eachers and admi ni strators and to every student enrolled in the

school entity and to every parent, guardi an or other person

havi ng control or charge of a student.

(c) The code of student conduct shall contain a |list of

infractions that the school entity considers to be unacceptabl e

student behavi ors and shall set forth speecifiec penalties for <—

students who behave in such fashion. The code of student conduct

shal | containhatteast threetevels—of DEFINE i nfracti ons and <—

penal ties FOR FI RST OFFENSES AND | NCREASI NG PENALTI ES FOR <—

SUBSEQUENT OFFENSES AND SHALL CONTAI N PROCEDURES FOR CONTACTI NG

PARENTS AND GUARDI ANS WHEN APPROPRI ATE.
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(d) Enpl oyes of a school entity shall be i nmune from civi

liability for any action taken in good faith with regard to any

student provided that such action is taken for the safety and

supervi sion of the student or for the safety and supervision of

others and provided that such action taken i s not inconsi stent

with or is in enforcenent of the provision of the school

entity's code of student conduct.

Section 4. This act shall take effect imrediately IN SIX <—

MONTHS.
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