PRINTER S NO. 2512

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1818 %%

I NTRODUCED BY FI CHTER, CRUZ, G NGRI CH, STETLER, BROWNE,
CRAHALLA, CURRY, DALEY, FRANKEL, HERSHEY, JOSEPHS, LEACH,
MANN, MELI O PI STELLA, RElICHLEY, ROONEY, ROSS, SANTON,
SAYLOR, STURLA, E. Z. TAYLOR, WATSON AND YOUNGBLOOD,
AUGUST 15, 2003

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
AUGUST 15, 2003
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AN ACT

Providing for a Statewi de Latino Conmunity Learning Programto

be adm ni stered by the Departnent of Education to the

Pennsyl vani a Associ ation of Latino Organi zations.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Barri o Nuevo
Latino Comrunity Learning Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and purpose.

(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds and decl ares as
fol | ows:

(1) Latino communities have faced educational failure
due in large nmeasure to soci oeconom ¢ conditions and
| anguage. Latino comunity-based organi zati ons have | ong

struggl ed to ensure nmechani sns exi st to pronote educati onal

devel opnent for students and adults in need of continuing
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education. Latino communities and the school systens nust
beconme effective partners in neeting the needs of Latino
children as well as devel opi ng educati onal devel opnent
progranms that enable youth and adults to succeed
educational |l y.

(2) Pennsylvania Latino youth are dropping out of school
in nunbers that are disproportionate to their Anglo
counterparts.

(3) Few school districts have fornmul ated a plan for
reaching Latino famlies as part of the No Child Left Behind
initiative.

(4) Latino youth continue to be underrepresented in our
systens of higher education.

(5) Urban school systens are |ooking for cost-effective
ways in which to neet the academ c needs of their Latino
students.

(6) Latino comrunities are in need of intensive efforts
to pronote bilingual and bicultural prograns that are
nei ghbor hood based and user friendly in the areas of
conversational English, general education degree preparation
cl asses, comunity-based alternatives for adjudicated youth,
and after-school prograns for high risk youth.

(7) Latino communities face a digital divide and coul d
greatly benefit from nei ghborhood-based efforts to pronote
conputer literacy and software application training.

(8) There are significant nunbers of Latino adults who
| ack a basic education as a result of having left high school
before graduation to work, incarceration at an early age or
| anguage barriers.

(9) Pennsylvania Latinos hold the | owest-paying jobs in
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t hi s Commonweal t h.

(10) Pennsylvania Latinos are overrepresented in the
correctional systens with little access to appropriate skills
bui | di ng prograns once they have been rel eased.

(11) Pennsylvania Latinos are not accessing established
community col |l ege systens or four-year colleges at the sane
rate as their Anglo counterparts.

(b) Purpose.--The purpose of this act is to establish
ef fective nechani sns through which the PALO can hel p Latino
comuni ty- based organi zations to establish and run effective
educati onal devel opnent prograns established in the
nei ghbor hood, that are user friendly and have services offered
in a bilingual capability. These small |earning centers wll
utilize conmputer technology and I nternet-based education
prograns for all ages to pronote coll aborative projects that
ensure the public education systemcan serve Latino children
equitably by pronoting their future participation in
Commonweal t h systens of hi gher educati on.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Barrio." The termis used to describe a nei ghborhood or
community where a significant nunber of Latinos reside.

"Bilingual/bicultural services."™ Services in the client's
dom nant | anguage that take into account cultural and soci al
dynami cs.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Latino." A person whose cultural and ethnic identity is
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froma Latin American or Hi spani c background.
"“Latino comrunity-based organi zation.” A nonprofit
organi zati on where the majority of its governing board is Latino
and where the nmgjority of its client community is based in the
Latino conmunity.
"Pennsyl vani a Associ ation of Latino Organization,” or "PALO "
A nonprofit State association serving the needs of nenber Latino
comuni ty- based organi zati on.
Section 4. Program
(a) Establishnent.--There is established a Barrio Nuevo
Latino Community Learning Program The departnent shal
adm ni ster the programthrough the Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on of
Latino Organi zations. The departnent shall adm nister the
program t hrough PALO to establish operations support for seven
exi sting Latino Community Learning Centers and to establish
seven additional sites all of which are and will be | ocated
wi t hi n PALO nmenber Latino conmunity-based centers.
(b) CGuidelines.--The programshall, at a m ninmm include
the foll ow ng conmponents:
(1) Financial assistance through the departnent for a
m ni mum of three years in the anount of $2,000,000 per year.
(2) Establishnent of a network of nei ghborhood- based
community |l earning centers where there is:
(1) Effective use of conmputer technol ogy and
di st ance | ear ni ng.
(ii) Flexible use of highly trained staff.
(ti1) Instructional courses which are self-paced and
sel f-taught.
(iv) A flexible schedule to best accommobdate the

targeted client comunity.
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(v) Technol ogy resources avail able for use by

vari ous groups of youth and adults.

(3) A structure to recover out-of-school youth and
return themto an educational program of General Education
Degree (GED) preparation, regular school programing, or
i ntensi ve enpl oynent track training.

(4) A systemto link with the State library and | ocal
school districts to develop cultural resource centers serving
| ocal Latino comunities.

(c) Eligibility.--The programis open to Latino community-

based organi zati ons that serve the Latino comunity.

Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect July 1, 2003, or inmediately,

whi chever is |ater.
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