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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1659 5

| NTRODUCED BY ClI VERA, BARRAR, CRAHALLA, CURRY, DALEY, FABRI Z| O
HENNESSEY, HORSEY, MARKOSEK, MYERS, NAILOR, PICKETT, PRESTON,
RUBLEY, SEMVEL, TIGUE, WATSON AND YOUNGBLOOD, JUNE 18, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, JUNE 18, 2003

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 27, 1996 (P.L.403, No.58), entitled "An
2 act to enhance community and econoni c devel opnent in this

3 Commonweal th by restructuring certain admnistrative

4 functions and entities; changing the nane of the Departnment

5 of Conmerce to the Departnent of Community and Economi c

6 Devel opnent; transferring functions of the Departnent of

7 Community Affairs into the Department of Comrunity and

8 Econom ¢ Devel oprment and ot her agencies; providing for a

9 Deputy Secretary for Community Affairs and Devel opnent in the
10 Department of Community and Econom c Devel opnent;
11 establishing the Center for Local Governnent Services and the
12 Local Governnment Advisory Conmittee; establishing the Snal
13 Busi ness Advocacy Council; conferring powers and duties on
14 the Legi sl ative Reference Bureau; and meking repeals,”
15 providing for a Deputy Secretary for Local Governnent
16 Services in the Departnment of Comrunity and Econom c
17 Devel opnent .
18 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

19 hereby enacts as foll ows:

20 Section 1. Section 301(b) and (c) of the act of June 27,
21 1996 (P.L.403, No.58), known as the Community and Econom c
22 Devel opnent Enhancenent Act, are anended to read:

23 Section 301. To Departnent of Comrunity and Econom c

24 Devel opnent .
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(b) Functions to be consolidated.--The functions transferred
to the departnment shall be consolidated within the departnent
into a bureau, division, section or other organizational entity

devoted to community and econom ¢ devel opnent and into the

Center for Local Governnent Services under subsection (c). The

Governor shall appoint a Deputy Secretary for Community Affairs

and Devel opnment and a Deputy Secretary for Local Governnent

Services. The [deputy secretary] Deputy Secretary for Conmunity

Affairs and Devel opnent shall have the powers and performthe

functions and duties transferred to the departnment in subsection

(a), except for those functions and duties of the Center for

Local Governnent Services, as well as other such functions and

duties authorized by the Governor. The Deputy Secretary for

Local Governnent Services shall be responsible for the

admi ni stration of the Center for Local Governnent Services as

well as such other functions and duties authorized by the

Governor, including the necessary staff conpl enent and fundi ng

sources to adequately carry out the responsibilities of

adm ni stering the Governor's Executive Oder 99-1 as it rel ates

to |l and use i ssues. Such staffing shall include those personnel

presently assigned to |l and use functions in the departnent's

regi onal offices.

(c) Center for Local Government Services established.--A
Center for Local CGovernnent Services shall be established and
mai ntai ned in the departnment to serve as the |link between the
Commonweal th and | ocal governnments. The center shall be a
provi der of services to | ocal governnents, shall serve as the
poi nt of contact for |ocal governnments on issues and probl ens of
| ocal concern, shall be responsible for coordinating State

program resources in response to | ocal issues and problens and
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shall establish a systematic process for addressing |ocal issues
and problens involving the resources of nore than a single
agency. In carrying out its responsibilities, the center shal
use and have access to the information, services, functions and
ot her resources transferred under subsection (a). The center
shal |, when authorized by the Governor, use and have access to
any other information, services, functions and other resources
in the possession of executive agencies under the Governor's
jurisdiction deenmed necessary to the fulfillnment of its

responsi bilities. The center shall provide to | ocal governnents,
at no cost, information on purchase contracts for material s,
suppl i es and equi pnrent entered into by the Departnent of GCeneral
Services in which [ ocal governments nay participate pursuant to
t he provisions of section 2403(h) of The Admi nistrative Code of
1929. The Deputy Secretary for [Community Affairs and

Devel opnent shall be responsible for the adm nistration of the

center and] Local Governnent Services shall report in witing to

t he Governor and Lieutenant Governor on the activities of the
center. The center shall have permanent staff both in its
headquarters as well as in the regional offices of the Governor
and shall additionally nake a toll-free tel ephone nunber
avai l able to | ocal governnents to assist the center in
accomopdati ng requests for assistance. Funding for the center
shall be provided by the departnent.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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