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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1415 %%

| NTRODUCED BY FREEMAN, HARPER, PI STELLA, BEBKO- JONES, DeWEESE
JAMES, LAUGHLI N, LEACH, LESCOVI TZ, Ml LHATTAN, TI GUE,
WASHI NGTON AND YOUNGBLOOD, MAY 7, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MAY 7, 2003

AN ACT
1 Anending the act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212), entitled
2 "An act requiring certain records of the Comonwealth and its
3 political subdivisions and of certain authorities and other
4 agenci es perform ng essential governnental functions, to be
5 open for exam nation and inspection by citizens of the
6 Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; authori zing such citizens under
7
8
9

certain conditions to make extracts, copies, photographs or
phot ostats of such records; and providing for appeals to the

courts of common pleas,” further defining "public record.”
10 The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

11 hereby enacts as foll ows:

12 Section 1. The definition of "public record” in section 1 of
13 the act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212), referred to as the
14 Right-to-Know Law, anended June 29, 2002 (P.L.663, No.100), is
15 amended to read:

16 Section 1. Definitions.

17 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
18 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

19 context clearly indicates otherw se:

20 * * %

21 "Public record.” Any account, voucher or contract dealing
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with the recei pt or disbursenent of funds by an agency or its
acqui sition, use or disposal of services or of supplies,
mat eri al s, equi pnent or other property and any m nute, order or
deci sion by an agency fixing the personal or property rights,
privileges, imunities, duties or obligations of any person or
group of persons: Provided, That the term "public records” shal
not mean any report, comruni cation or other paper, the
publ i cation of which would disclose the institution, progress or
result of an investigation undertaken by an agency in the
performance of its official duties, except those reports filed
by agencies pertaining to safety and health in industrial

plants; it shall not include any record, docunent, naterial,

exhi bit, pleading, report, nenorandum or other paper, access to
or the publication of which is prohibited, restricted or

forbi dden by statute | aw or order or decree of court, or which
woul d operate to the prejudice or inpairnment of a person's
reputation or personal security, or which would result in the

| oss by the Commonweal th or any of its political subdivisions or
conmi ssions or State or rmunicipal authorities of Federal funds,
excepting therefrom however the record of any conviction for any

crimnal act[.]; it shall not include a mlitary discharge form

used by the Departnment of Defense and that is filed at a court

of conmon pleas by a veteran upon the veteran's di scharge from

active duty.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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