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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” directing school districts to
establish policies regardi ng student possession and self-
adm ni stration of certain asthma nedi cations.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 1401 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is
anmended by adding a clause to read:

Secti on 1401. Definitions.--As used in this article--

* * %

(12) "Asthma inhal er" neans a physician-prescribed <—
PRESCRI BED devi ce used for self-admnistrati on of physician— <—
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preseribed SHORT- ACTI NG METERED DOSES OF PRESCRI BED nedi cation <—

to treat asthma AN ACUTE ASTHVA ATTACK. <—

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1414. 1. Possessi on and Use of Asthnma | nhal ers.--(a)

Each school entity shall develop a witten policy to allow for

t he possessi on and sel f-adm ni strati on by a—schoel —student <—

CH LDREN OF SCHOOL AGE of an asthnma i nhal er and the prescri bed <—

medi cation to be adm nistered thereby in a school setting.
(b)Y The policy under this section shall ineludea <—
) I | | I il : Lt
i i ) W bl e behavior TH hool )
hall_d I I I I | 1 f I
L fied hool I I | ) N : Lt
admnistration REQU RE A CH LD OF SCHOOL AGE THAT DESI RES TO <—

POSSESS AND SELF- ADM NI STER AN ASTHVA | NHALER N A SCHOOL

SETTI NG TO DEMONSTRATE THE CAPABI LI TY FOR SELF- ADM NI STRATI ON

AND FOR RESPONSI BLE BEHAVIOR I N THE USE THEREGF AND TO NOTI FY

THE SCHOOL _NURSE | MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG EACH USE OF AN ASTHVA

I NHALER. THE SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL DEVELOP A SYSTEM WHEREBY THE

CH LD MAY VERI FY TO THE SCHOOL NURSE THAT THE CH LD | S CAPABLE

OF SELF- ADM NI STRATI ON and has perni ssion for carryi ng and

taki ng the nedi cati on through the use of the asthnm i nhal er. The

school entity shall also restrict the availability of the asthnma

i nhal er and the prescri bed nedi cati on contai ned therein from

ot her students CH LDREN OF SCHOOL AGE, with i nmedi at e <—

confi scation of both the asthma i nhal er and the nedi cati on and

|l oss of privileges if the school policies are abused or ignored.

(c) The policy under this section may i nclude the foll ow ng:

(1) The requirenent of a witten statenent fromthe

physi ci an, CERTIFI ED REG STERED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER OR PHYSICI AN <—
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ASSI STANT that provides the nane of the druqg, the dose, the

times when the nedication is to be taken, and the di agnosis or

reason the nedicine is needed, unless the reason should renmain

confidential. The physician, CERTIFI ED REA STERED NURSE

PRACTI TI ONER OR PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT shall indicate the potenti al

of any serious reaction that may occur to the nedi cati on, as

well as any necessary energency response. The physi ci an,

CERTI FI ED REG STERED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER OR PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANT

shall state whether the child is qualified and able to self-

adm ni ster the nedi cati on.

(2) The requirenent of a witten request fromthe parent or

guardi an that the school entity conply with the physicians

order OF THE PHYSI Cl AN, CERTI FI ED REG STERED NURSE PRACTI Tl ONER

OR PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT. The parent's note shall include a

statenent relieving the school entity or any school enpl oye of

any responsibility for the benefits or consequences of the

PRESCRI BED nedi cati on when it i s parent-authori zed and
physician-preseribed and acknow edgi ng that the school entity

bears no responsibility for ensuring that the nedication is

(3) The ability of the school entity to reserve the right to

requi re a physicianstatepment STATEMENT FROM THE PHYSI Cl AN,

CERTI FI ED REG STERED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER OR PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT

for the conti nued use of any nedi cati on beyond a specified tine

(d) As used in this section, "school entity" neans a school

district, internediate unit or area vocational -techni cal school.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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