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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 111335

| NTRODUCED BY WEBER, ARMSTRONG BELFANTI, BROWNE, BUNT,
CAPPELLI, ClIVERA, CLYMER, CORNELL, CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON,
D. EVANS, FABRI ZI O FRANKEL, GEI ST, HENNESSEY, HERMAN, JANMES,
KOTI K, MARKGOSEK, M|l LHATTAN, R M LLER, O NEILL, PAYNE
PH LLI PS, PICKETT, REICHLEY, ROSS, SAYLOR, SCHRCDER
B. SMTH, T. STEVENSON, WASHI NGTON, W LT, YOUNGBLOOD AND
LEWS, APRIL 9, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 9, 2003
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” directing school districts to
establish policies regardi ng student possession and self-

adm ni stration of certain asthma nedi cations.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1401 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is
anmended by adding a definition to read:

Section 1401. Definitions.--As used in this article--

* * %

(12) "Asthma inhal er" neans a physi ci an-prescri bed devi ce

used for self-adm nistrati on of physici an-prescri bed nmedi cati on

to treat asthma

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:



Section 1414. 1. Possessi on and Use of Asthnma | nhal ers.--(a)

Each school entity shall develop a witten policy to allow for

t he possessi on and self-adm ni strati on by a school student of an

ast hna i nhal er and the prescri bed nedi cati on to be adni ni stered

thereby in a school setting. Such policy may include, but not be

limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) The requirenent of a witten statenent fromthe

physi ci an that provides the nane of the drug, the dose, the

times when the nedication is to be taken, and the di agnosis or

reason the nedicine is needed, unless the reason should renmain

confidential. The physician shall indicate the potential of any

serious reaction that may occur to the nedi cati on, as well as

any necessary enmergency response. The physician shall state

whether the child is qualified and able to self-adm nister the

medi cati on.

(2) The requirenent of a witten request fromthe parent or

guardi an that the school entity conply with the physician's

order. The parent's note shall include a statenent relieving the

school entity or any school enploye of any responsibility for

the benefits or consequences of the nedication when it is

par ent - aut hori zed and physi ci an-prescri bed and acknow edgi ng

that the school entity bears no responsibility for ensuring that

the nedication is taken.

(3) The ability of the school entity to reserve the right to

requi re a physician statenent for the conti nued use of any

medi cati on beyond a specified tinme period. The school entity

shall also restrict the availability of the asthna i nhal er and

the prescri bed nedi cati on contai ned therein from ot her students,

with i medi ate confiscation of both the asthnma i nhal er and the

medi cati on and | oss of privileges if the school policies are
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abused or i gnor ed.

(4) A requirenent that a student denonstrate the capability

for self-adm nistration and for responsi bl e behavi or. The school

entity shall devel op a system whereby the student will verify to

the certified school nurse that the student is capable of self-

adm ni strati on and has perm ssion for carrying and taki ng the

medi cati on through the use of the asthma i nhal er.

(b) As used in this section, "school entity" neans a school
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district, internediate unit or area vocational -techni cal school.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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