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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1020 s

| NTRODUCED BY YUDI CHAK, GRUCELA, Tl GUE, LEVDANSKY, CAPPELLI
CAWLEY, CRAHALLA, CRUZ, DALEY, FRANKEL, HASAY, MJNDY, THOVAS,
WANSACZ, WASHI NGTQON, YOUNGBLOOD AND FREEMAN, APRIL 2, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
APRI L 2, 2003
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 27 (Environnental Resources) of the Pennsyl vania

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for water resources

pl anning definitions, for the State water plan and for

regi onal water resources conmttees.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3102 of Title 27 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding definitions to read:
§ 3102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Duty to notify." Wenever a public utility or nunici pal

water authority intends to sell or | ease watershed i npact zone

|l and, the utility or authority shall first notify in witing, by

certified mail, the Chairnman of the Pennsyl vania Public Uility

Commi ssion, the secretary, the chairman of the regi onal water
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resource conmmttee and the nunicipality or nunicipalities in

whi ch such land is situated, of such intention to sell or |ease.

* * %

"Wat er shed i npact zone." Land owned by a public utility or

muni ci pal water authority that is proposed to be sold or |eased

that has the potential to adversely i npact the quality and

quantity of public water supplies. Watershed i npact zones wl |

be identified by the reqgional conmttees and be desi gnated as

such upon the approval of the Statew de water resources

comm ttee and the secretary.

* * %

Section 2. Sections 3111(a) and 3113(c) of Title 27, added
Decenber 16, 2002 (P.L.1776, No.220), are anended to read:

§ 3111. State water plan.

(a) Preparation and adoption.--In accordance with this
chapter and with ongoing consultation with the Statew de
commttee and the departnent, each regional commttee shal
gui de the devel opnment of and recommend to the Statew de
commttee a regional plan conponent for review, approval and
incorporation into the State water plan. The Statew de comm ttee
shal | gui de the devel opnent of[, approve and recommend] the

State water plan and nake recomendati ons on the State water

plan to the secretary [approval and adoption of the State water
pl an]. The departnent shall draft and devel op the State water
pl an, including regional plan conponents. The State water plan
shall be conpleted and adopted within five years of the
effective date of this chapter.

* * %

§ 3113. Regional conmittees.

* * %
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1 (c) Powers and duties.--A regional conmttee has the

2 followi ng powers and duti es:

3 (1) Cuide the devel opnent of and reconmmend to the

4 St atewi de conmittee the regional plan conponent for review

5 and incorporation into the State water plan.

6 (2) Consult with, advise and nmake recommendations to the
7 departnment and the Statew de conmttee prior to and

8 t hroughout the process of preparing the regional plan

9 conponent of the State water plan and anmendnents to the

10 regi onal plan conponent of the State water plan.

11 (3) Advise the Statewide committee and t he depart nent

12 regardi ng the engagenent and sel ection of consultants or

13 experts to assist in the preparation of the regional

14 conmponent of the State water plan.

15 (4) Reconmend to the Statewi de commttee and the

16 departnment the identification of critical water planning

17 ar eas.

18 (5) Utilize an open process, including public notice and
19 at | east one conbined public neeting and hearing, to solicit
20 comments frominterested persons on water resources planning
21 issues related to the preparation of the regi onal conponent
22 of the State water plan.
23 (6) Meet as necessary to acconplish the purposes of this
24 chapter.
25 (7) Adopt bylaws and procedures for conducting business.
26 (8) Review the proposed sale of watershed inpact zone
27 | and and nmake a recommendation to the Statew de committee,
28 the secretary and the Chairnman of the Pennsylvania Public
29 Utility Conm ssion based on its assessnent of the potential
30 i npact _on the quality and quantity of public water supplies
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inits region.

(9) Hold hearings on any | and transacti on i nvol vi ng

|l ands in the watershed i npact zone as it deens necessary. The

muni cipality in which the land is |ocated shall be a party to

t he proceedi ngs before the Environnental Quality Board.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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