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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 976 5

| NTRODUCED BY J. EVANS, SCOLOBAY, CCOLENMAN, BEBKO- JONES, BUNT,
CAWLEY, CURRY, DALEY, DALLY, DeWEESE, GElI ST, GEORGE
HENNESSEY, HORSEY, LEACH, MANDERI NO, PHI LLI PS, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, WASHI NGTON, YOUNGBLOOD AND COSTA, APRIL 2, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, APRIL 2, 2003
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AN ACT

Providing for registration of automated external defibrillators
and for a fee.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Autonated
External Defibrillator Registration Act.

Section 2. Purpose and intent.

The use of automated external defibrillators in this
Commonweal th has had a denonstrably positive inmpact on saving
the lives of persons in cardiac arrest. It is the intent of the
CGeneral Assenbly that access to autonated externa
defibrillators be nmade wi dely avail able to enmergency nedi cal
services and fire and police departnents throughout this
Commonweal th. The establishnent of a Statew de registry of

automat ed external defibrillators will assist energency
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personnel in saving the lives of citizens when responding to
ener genci es.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Aut omat ed external defibrillator.” A portable device which
uses electric shock to restore a stable heart rhythmto an
i ndi vidual in cardiac arrest.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Extended relocation.”™ A relocation of the automated
external defibrillator fromits registered |ocation for a period
of 14 consecutive days or nore.

Section 4. Automated external defibrillator registry.

(a) Establishnent.--There shall be established in the
departnment's Energency Medical Services Ofice a registry for
automated external defibrillators in this Commonweal th. The
departnment shall release information fromthe registry to the
energency nedi cal service regional councils who shall then
provide the information to 911 operations centers. In an
energency, the operations centers shall provide information from
the registry to the first responders to the energency through
the 911 system

(b) Contents.--The registry shall include the address and
preci se permanent |ocation of the automated external
defibrillator.

(c) Fee.--The departnent shall inplement a registration fee
for any autonmated external defibrillator registered under this
act which shall be in an anmount necessary only to pay for the

costs of establishing and maintaining the automated external
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defibrillator registry.
Section 5. Registration.

(a) Requirenents.--Except as provided in section 6, any
per son who has purchased an automated external defibrillator on
or after the effective date of this act shall register the unit
in the autonmated external defibrillator registry established in
section 4 within 30 days of acquisition of the automated
external defibrillator. Any person who has purchased an
automat ed external defibrillator before the effective date of
this act may register the unit in the automated external
defibrillator registry established in section 4.

(b) Relocation.--Any person that has regi stered an automat ed
external defibrillator pursuant to subsection (a) shall provide
the registry with notice of an extended rel ocation of the
aut omat ed external defibrillator.

(c) Witten notice.--Manufacturers and distributors of
aut omat ed external defibrillators shall provide witten notice
to purchasers of autonated external defibrillators in this
Commonweal th concerning the requirenents of this act.

Section 6. Applicability.

Any person that has purchased an autonmated external
defibrillator which is located in a private residence shall not
be required to register the automated external defibrillator
under this act. Nothing in this section shall prevent a person
t hat has purchased an automated external defibrillator which is
| ocated in a private residence fromvoluntarily registering
under this act.

Section 7. Regul ations.
The Departnent of Health is authorized to pronul gate rules

and regulations to carry out the provisions of this act.
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1 Section 8. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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