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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 884 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SAYLOR, HERVAN, FLEAGLE, CRElI GHTON, M|l LHATTAN,
CURRY, GRUCELA, KIRKLAND, SHANER, YUDI CHAK, BAKER, BALDW N
BARD, CAPPELLI, ClVERA, COSTA, DALEY, CElIST, CGEORCE,
G LLESPI E, HARHAI, HARPER, HORSEY, JAMES, LAUGHLI N, LEACH
LEH, LESCOVI TZ, LEVDANSKY, MANDERI NO, MELI O, READSHAW REED,
SAI NATO, SATHER, B. SM TH, TANGRETTI, THOVAS, TURZAI,
WASHI NGTON, W LT AND YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 13, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 13, 2003
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AN ACT
Provi di ng Cormonweal th support for a Science and Mat hemati cs

Educat or Recruitnment Loan Forgi veness Program for

Pennsyl vani a residents who graduate frominstitutions of

hi gher education with certification in science and

mat hemati cs and who agree to apply their expertise to public

schools in this Conmonweal t h.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Science and
Mat hemat i cs Educat or Recrui t ment Loan Forgi veness Program Act.
Section 2. Findings and declaration of intent.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) National surveys indicate that having a qualified
teacher in every classroomis the nost significant

contri butor to student success.

(2) In the fastest growing communities in Pennsylvani a,
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rural areas and certain urban centers the nost i mediate

chal I enge faced by school entities is finding the quantity of

t eachers needed to fill their classroons.

(3) Acritical shortage of teachers already exists
nationally in the curricular areas of science and
mat hemat i cs.

(4) The increasing demand of the highly technical gl obal
mar ket pl ace necessitates that our graduating hi gh school
students be proficient in mathematics and science.

(5) Forgiveness of a portion of student |oans for
certified mathematics and science teachers may encourage new
teachers certified in these critical areas to remain in
Pennsyl vani a public schools for at |east four years and thus
hel p all eviate any current or projected shortages.

(6) The General Assenbly should undertake an i mredi ate
study to determ ne the extent of present and future needs in
the areas of classroomteaching and school adm nistration and
exam ne possi ble nmethods to attract sufficient educational
prof essionals into our public schools and retain those who
are currently enpl oyed.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.

"Eligible school entity.” A public school district,
intermedi ate unit or area vocational -technical school certified
by the Secretary of Education as having a need for teacher |oan

forgi veness assi stance because of difficulty in attracting
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qgual i fied mat hemati cs and sci ence teachers.

"Program " The Science and Mat hematics Educator Recruitnent
Loan Forgi veness Program established by this act.

"Qualified applicant.” A person who neets all of the
following criteria:

(1) Is certified by the Departnent of Education to teach
ei ther mat hematics or science.

(2) Isinthe first year of full-time teaching in either
mat hemati cs or science.

(3) |Is teaching in an eligible school entity within this
Commonweal t h.

(4) Has borrowed through and has a current outstandi ng
bal ance with the agency-guaranteed Stafford or Consolidation
Loan Prograns.

(5) |Is a resident of this Conmonweal t h.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Commonweal th.
Section 4. Science and Mathematics Educator Recruitment Loan

For gi veness Program

(a) Loan forgiveness authorized.--A qualified applicant who
is selected for the programin accordance with this act shall be
eligible for paynent by the agency of a portion of the debt
incurred by the applicant through the agency-guaranteed Stafford
or Consolidation Loan Prograns for the educati on necessary to be
certified to teach either mathematics or science in
Pennsyl vani a. For each consecutive academ c year that the
applicant is a full-time teacher in an eligible school entity,
t he agency may forgive a proportional part of the applicant's
| oan so that the | oan nmay be entirely forgiven over four years
of full-tinme teaching.

(b) Amount of |oan forgiveness.--No nore than $3, 000 shal
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be forgiven in any year, and no nore than $12, 000 shall be
forgiven for any applicant. Paynents shall be made in accordance
with the procedures established by the agency and shall be
referred to as | oan forgiveness awards.

Section 5. Eligibility for |loan forgi veness awards.

Reci pients of the |oan forgiveness awards shall be those
teachers who are certified by the Departnment of Education in
mat hemati cs or science and who have received a satisfactory
rating by their district of enploynment for the academ c year.
Each applicant shall be required to submt such docunentation of
continued eligibility as the agency nay require.

Section 6. Fundi ng.

Loan forgiveness awards nay be nmade to the extent that funds
are appropriated by the General Assenbly.
Section 7. Responsibility of agency.

The agency shall adm nister the program and shall adopt such
regul ati ons, policies, procedures and fornms as are necessary to
carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 8. Effective date.
This act shall take effect July 1, 2003, or inmediately,

whi chever is |ater.
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