SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 985, 3978 PRINTER S NO. 4799

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 850 5

| NTRODUCED BY STEI L, CAPPELLI, CORRI GAN, CRElI GHTQON, DAI LEY
HERVAN, HORSEY, M| LHATTAN, O NEILL, PETRI, PISTELLA, SATHER
SAYLOR, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, WATSON, MELI O AND Mcl LHI NNEY,
MARCH 11, 2003

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, NOVEMBER 19, 2004

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), entitled,
2 as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the second cl ass
3 and second cl ass A, anendi ng, revising, consolidating and

4 changing the laws relating thereto,” providing for insurance
5 and ot her enpl oyee benefits; further providing for authority
6 of county comm ssioners to nake contracts; anmendi ng

7 provisions relating to acquisition, use, |easing and

8 di sposing of property for county and to construction or

9 alteration of county buildings; further prohibiting

10 di sorderly conduct in and about courthouses and jails;

11 further providing for joining with municipality in inproving
12 certain streets and hi ghways and for parks and confort

13 houses; anendi ng provisions relating to nonunents and

14 menorials; further providing for acquiring of property for
15 certain purposes and for authority to provide for norgues;
16 amendi ng provisions relating to bridges, viaducts, culverts,
17 roads and recreation places; FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR FI NDI NGS <—
18 AND DECLARATI ON OF POLI CY AND FOR TAX RELI EF; REPEALI NG

19 PROVI SI ONS RELATI NG TO REI MBURSEMENT TO SCHOCL DI STRI CTS OF
20 THE FI RST CLASS A; and nmaking editorial changes.
21 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

22 hereby enacts as follows:

23 Section 1. The act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), known
24 as the Second C ass County Code, is anended by adding a section
25 to read:



Secti on 1820. 1. | nsurance and O her Enpl oye Benefits.--1n

addition to any other authorized conpensati on, county

conmmi ssi oners and other county officers and their dependents

shall be eligible for inclusion in group life, health,

hospitali zati on, nmedi cal service and acci dent insurance plans or

enpl oye benefits, or paynents made in |lieu of such benefits,

paid in whole or in part by the county, provided such pl ans,

benefits or paynents are offered generally to enpl oyes of the

Section 2. Section 2001 of the act, anended or added July 1,
1978 (P.L.696, No.121), Novenber 26, 1978 (P.L.1268, No.302),
Decenber 10, 1980 (P.L.1165, No.213), Decenber 10, 1982
(P.L.1084, No.254), October 5, 1990 (P.L.519, No.125), January
27, 1998 (P.L.1, No.1) and Cctober 30, 2000 (P.L.616, No.85), is
amended to read:

Section 2001. County Conmmi ssioners to Make Contracts.--The
County Comm ssioners may nake contracts for | awful purposes and
for the purposes of carrying into execution the provisions of
this section and the [ aws of the Commopnweal t h.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (a.1), all contracts or
purchases in excess of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) shall be
in witing and, except those hereinafter nmentioned, and except

as provided by the act of Cctober 27, 1979 (P.L.241, No.78),

entitled "An act authorizing political subdivisions,

muni ci pality authorities and transportati on authorities to enter

into contracts for the purchase of goods and the sal e of real

and personal property where no bids are received," shall not be

made except with and fromthe | owest responsible and responsive
bi dder neeting specifications, after due notice in at |east one

newspaper of general circulation, published or circulating in
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the county at least [three (3)] two (2) tinmes, at intervals of
not | ess than three (3) days where daily newspapers of general
circulation are enployed for such publication, or in case weekly
newspapers are enployed, then the notice shall be published once
a week for two (2) successive weeks. The first adverti senent
shall be published not |ess than ten (10) days prior to the date
fixed for the opening of bids.

(a.1) The requirenents of this subsection need not be
followed in cases of enmergency, but in such cases the actual
energency shall be declared and stated by resolution of the
conmi ssi oners.

(b) The acceptance of all bids shall be by the controller.
They shall be opened publicly at a tinme and place to be

designated in the notice. All the figures shall be announced

publicly by the chief clerk or his designee and referred to the

appropriate departnments for tabul ati on without the presence of
t he comm ssi oners. \Wenever, for any reason, the bid openings
shall not be held, the same business may be transacted at a
subsequent [time, if at least five (5) days notice thereof shal

be published in the newspaper aforesaid.] neeting, the tine and

pl ace of which shall have been announced at the previ ous neeting

hel d for such openi ngs. The contract shall be awarded or al

bids shall be rejected within thirty (30) days of the openi ng of

the bids, except for bids subject to 62 Pa.C.S. (relating to

procurenent). Thirty-day extensions of the date for the award

may be nade by the nutual witten consent of the conm ssi oners

and any bi dder who wi shes to remai n under consi derati on for

award. The comm ssioners shall excuse from consi derati on any

bi dder not wishing to agree to a request for extension of the

date for the award and shall rel ease such bidder from any bid
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bond or simlar bid security furni shed under subsection (b.1).

Al contracts shall be filed with the controller or with the

chief clerk, as the case may be, immedi ately after their

executi on.

(b.1) Al bids [may] shall if required by the conm ssioners

be acconpani ed by cash [or by a certified good faith check], a

certified check, cashier's check, bank good faith check or

irrevocable letter of credit in a reasonabl e anmobunt drawn upon a

bank aut horized to do business in the Commonweal th[, in an
anount not exceeding five per centum (5% of the bid] or by a
bond with corporate surety [not exceeding five per centum (5%

of the amount bid] in a reasonable anount. In the event any

bi dder shall, upon award of the contract to him fail to conply
with the requirenments hereinafter stated as to [a bond] security
guar ant eei ng the performance of the contract, or fail or refuse
to enter into a contract, or otherwise fail or refuse to render
the required services, the [good faith deposit by cash,

certified check or bond] security furnished under this

subsection shall be forfeited to the county as |iqui dated
damages, and the contract subsequently may be awarded to the
next | owest bidder, who shall manifest his acceptance of such
contract by giving a good faith deposit in the anmount and nmanner
set forth in this subsection on or before the third day after
the award of the contract to such bidder and ot herw se conply

with the provisions of this section.

(b.2) The anpbunt or price of the contract shall, in al

cases whet her of straight sale price, conditional sale, |ease,

| ease purchase or otherwi se, be the entire anpunt which the

county pays to the successful bidder, or his assigns, plus the

val ue of personal property transferred fromthe county to the
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bi dder or his assigns at any tine during the duration of the

contract, in order to obtain the services or property, or both,

and shall not be construed to nean only the anpunt which is paid

to acquire title or to receive any other particul ar benefit or

benefits of the whol e bargain. The val ue of personal property

transferred to the bidder or his assi gns upon executi on of the

contract shall be specified in the bid. The net hod of

deterni ning the val ue of personal property transferred to the

bi dder or his assigns at a tine during the duration of the

contract shall be specified in the bid and shall be determ ned

usi ng generally accepted val uati on net hods.

(c) The successful bidder, when [advertising] a formal bid

is required herein, shall be required to furnish a bond [with

suitabl e reasonabl e requirenments] or irrevocable letter of

credit or other security in an amount sufficient to the

conmi ssi oners guar ant eei ng performance of the contract[, with

sufficient surety in the anount of fifty per centum (50% of the
anount of the contract,] within thirty (30) days after the
contract has been awarded, unless the conm ssioners shal
prescri be a shorter period or unless the commi ssioners shal

wai ve the bond requirenent in the bid specification. The

successful bidder for a contract which i nvol ves the

construction, erection, installation, conpletion, alteration,

repair of or addition to any public work or inprovement of any

kind shall furnish security as provided in section 2518.

Per f ormance security for services and contracts for | abor and

materials delivered on a periodic basis, including, but not

limted to, food service contracts, hone health services and

janitorial services and supplies, nay be conputed on the

expect ed average val ue for one or nore nobnths at the di scretion
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of the conmm ssioners. Upon failure to furnish any required bond

wi thin such tinme, the previous awards shall be void and the
conmi ssioners nmay award the contract to the next | owest bidder.

Del i veries, performances, acconplishnment and guarantees may be

required in all cases of expenditures, including the exceptions
her ei n.

(d) The contracts or purchases made by the comm ssioners
i nvol ving an expenditure of over ten thousand dollars ($10,000)
whi ch shall not require advertising or bidding as hereinbefore
provi ded are as foll ows:

(1) Those for mai ntenance, repairs or replacenents for
water, electric light, or other public works: Provided, That
they do not constitute new additions, extensions or enlargenents
of existing facilities and equi pnent[, but a bond]. Security may
be required by the county conm ssioners as in other cases of
wor k done.

(2) Those nade for inprovenents, repairs and mai ntenance of

any kind made or provided by the county through its own

enpl oyes[: Provided, That this]. This paragraph shall not apply

to construction materials used in a street inprovenent.

(3) Those where particular types, nodels or pieces of new
equi pnent, articles, apparatus, appliances, vehicles or parts
t hereof are desired by the county conm ssioners, which are
pat ent ed and manuf act ured products or copyrighted products.

(4) Those involving any policies of insurance or surety
conpany bonds, those made for public utility service and

electricity, natural gas or tel econmuni cati on servi ces:

Provi ded, That, in the case of utilities not under tariffs on

file with the Pennsylvania Public UWility Comm ssion[.] ,

contracts nade wi thout advertising and bi ddi ng shall be nande
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only after receiving witten or tel ephonic price quotati ons from

at least three (3) qualified and responsi ble contractors or, in

lieu of price quotations, a nenorandum shall be kept on file

showi ng that fewer than three (3) qualified contractors exist in

the market area within which it is practicable to obtain

quotations. A witten record of tel ephonic price quotations

shall be made and contain at | east the date of the qguotation,

the nane of the contractor and the contractor's representative.

(5) Those involving personal or professional services[.],

including, but not linmted to, services of nenbers of the

medi cal or | egal profession, regi stered architects, engi neers,

certified public accountants or other personal services

i nvol vi ng prof essi onal experti se.

(6) Those involving tangible client services provided by
nonprofit agencies. For the purposes of this clause, the term
"tangi bl e client services" shall mean congregate neals, hone-
delivered neals, transportation and chore services provided
t hrough area agenci es on agi ng.

(6.1) Those involving contracts entered into by nonprofit

cooperati ve hospital service associations for hospitals and

nursi ng hones which are part of the institutional district or

whi ch are owned by the county, operated by the county or

affiliated with the county by the purchasi ng of or partici pating

in contracts for materials, supplies and equi pnent.

(7) Those involving the purchase of mlK.

(8) Those nade with any public body, including, but not
limted to, the sale, |ease or |oan of any supplies or naterials
to the county by a public body, provided that the price thereof
shall not be in excess of that fixed by the public body. The
requi renents of 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 23 Subch. A (relating to
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i nt ergovernnental cooperation) shall not apply when a county
pur chases cooperatively with another public body which has
entered into a contract for supplies or materials. As used in
t hi s paragraph, "public body" shall nean any of the follow ng:

(1) the Federal Governnent;

(ii) the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a;

(i1i1) any other state;

(iv) a political subdivision, local or nunicipal authority
or other simlar local entity of the Commobnweal th or any ot her
state; or

(v) an agency of the Federal CGovernnent, the Commonweal th or
any ot her state.

(9) Those exclusively involving constructi on nanagenent

servi ces.

(10) Those invol ving conputer software.

(d.1) Notwi thstanding the provisions of this article to the

contrary, the county conm ssioners shall have authority to enter

into contracts for equi pnent and services related to technol ogy

and i nfornmati on systens on the basis of best val ue procurenent.

Contracts under best val ue procurenent shall be made only after

the county has solicited proposals based on perfornance and

out cone specificati ons devel oped by the county and descri bi ng at

m ni num the objectives to be net by the system the tasks to be

perforned by the system the users of the system system

security issues, the tine franme for system i npl enentati on,

potential operating technol ogies, conpatibility with existing

systens, training and nmai ntenance and shall indicate the process

by which the contract shall be awarded. Best val ue procurenent

shall not require a sealed bid process and shall permt the

conmmi ssioners to neqotiate the terns of the agreenent with any
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responsi ve and responsi bl e vendor.

(e) [Every contract for the construction, reconstruction,
alteration, repair, inprovenent or maintenance of public works
shall conply with the provisions of the act of March 3, 1978
(P.L.6, No.3), known as the "Steel Products Procurenent Act."]

Every contract subject to this article shall conply, as

applicable, with the provisions of:

(1) The act of August 15, 1961 (P.L.987, No.442), known as

t he "Pennsyl vania Prevailing Wage Act."

(2) The act of Decenber 20, 1967 (P.L.869, No.385), known as

the "Public Wrrks Contractors' Bond Law of 1967."

(3) The act of January 23, 1974 (P.L.9, No.4), referred to

as the Public Contract Bid Wthdrawal Law. "

(4) The act of March 3, 1978 (P.L.6, No.3), known as the

"Steel Products Procurenent Act".

(5) The act of February 17, 1994 (P.L.73, No.7), known as

the "Contractor and Subcontractor Paynent Act."

(6) 62 Pa.C.S. Chs. 37 Subch. B (relating to notor

vehicles), 39 (relating to contracts for public works) and 45

(relating to anti bid-riqgi ng).

(f) No person, consultant, firmor corporation contracting
with a county for purposes of rendering personal or professional
services to the county shall share with any county officer or
enpl oye, and no county officer or enploye shall accept, any
portion of the conpensation or fees paid by the county for the
contracted services provided to the county except under the
following terms or conditions:

(1) Full disclosure of all relevant information regarding
t he sharing of the conpensation or fees shall be nade to the

board of comm ssi oners.
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(2) The board of conm ssioners nust approve the sharing of
any fee or conpensation for personal or professional services
prior to the performance of said services.

(3) No fee or conpensation for personal or professional
services may be shared except for work actually perforned.

(4) No shared fee or conpensation for personal or
prof essional services nay be paid at a rate in excess of that
commensurate for simlar personal or professional services.

(g) (1) The board of comm ssioners may, in its sole
di scretion, elect to use an alternative contracting procedure to
achi eve the adaptive reuse of former jail facilities. If the
board of comm ssioners elects to utilize an alternative
contracting procedure, the board shall adopt a resolution that
the use of an alternative contracting procedure is the nost
efficient, economcal and tinely method to secure an adaptive
reuse of former jail facilities. Upon adoption of a resolution,
t he board of conmm ssioners shall request witten proposals from
proposers for the adaptive reuse of former jail facilities under
an alternative contracting nethod. In its request for proposals,
the board shall include such terns, conditions and requirenents
which it deens necessary to protect the interests of the county.

(2) In reviewing and eval uating the proposals for the
adaptive reuse of forner jail facilities, the board of
commi ssioners shall, in addition to conpliance with the ternms,
conditions and requirenments set forth in the request for
proposal s, consider the followng criteria:

(i) the cost of the proposer's adaptive reuse proposal;

(ii) experience of the proposer;

(iti1) preservation of the distinct architectural design and

integrity of the forner jail facilities;

20030H0850B4799 - 10 -



(iv) adherence to prevailing wage | aws and other work force
st andar ds;

(v) conmtnent to enter into voluntary contract with
di sadvant aged busi ness enterpri ses.

After due consideration of proposals under the criteria

descri bed above, the board of comm ssioners may, in its

di scretion, select a proposal and award a contract to a
responsi bl e proposer for the adaptive reuse of former jail
facilities under an alternative contracting procedure. The award
of a contract for the adaptive reuse of forner jail facilities
need not be awarded to the | owest bidder.

(3) Any contract for the adaptive reuse for former jail
facilities awarded under this subsection shall be exenpt from
and not be subject to sections 2517 and 2520 of this act or the
act of May 1, 1913 (P.L.155, No.104), entitled "An act
regulating the letting of certain contracts for the erection,
construction, and alteration of public buildings."

(4) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and phrases
shall have the neanings given to themin this subsection:

"Adaptive reuse.” The alteration, renovation, renopdeling,
nodi fication or reconstruction of former jail facilities for
reuse as courtroons, office space or such other facilities and
uses as the board of conm ssioners shall fromtinme to tine deem
necessary and appropri ate.

"Alternative contracting procedure.” A procedure under which
a proposer woul d be responsible for all aspects or phases
necessary to achi eve the devel opnment of a parcel of property.
Such aspects or phases of devel opnent shall include, but not
necessarily be limted to, the planning, design, finance,

constructi on and managenent of property. The term"alternative

20030H0850B4799 - 11 -
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contracting procedure” shall be simlar in all respects to the
commonly understood termin the real estate devel opnent and
construction industry known as a "turnkey."

"Former jail facilities.” A building or group of buildings
with related facilities owed by a county of the second cl ass
whi ch are nore than one hundred years old and which were
previously used as jail facilities.

"Proposer.” A firm organization or conpany or a conbination
of firms, organizations or conpani es acting as a partnership,
joint venture, consortiumor simlar joint relationship with
sufficient know edge, expertise and experience in the areas of
architectural design, construction, financing of real estate
devel opnent or construction and real estate managenent.

Section 3. Section 2505(a) of the act is anended to read:

Section 2505. Acquiring and Using Real Property; [Court

Approval ;] Exceptions.--(a) The county comr ssioners nay

purchase for not nore than fair market val ue, take by gift,

devi se or by the power of enminent domain, in accordance with the
provi sions of this act, such real property at the county seat or
in such other places, as may be authorized by |aw, as they deem
necessary for the purposes of a county courthouse, county jail,
pri son, workhouse, detention house or other county buil ding,
either in acquisition of a building suitable for such purposes
or in the construction of a new building, or in the alteration,

i ncl udi ng enl argenent, of an existing county building. [Any

pur chase herein authorized shall be subject to the approval of
the court of common pleas of the county as to purchase price,
and no such contract shall bind the county, nor shall any
conveyance be valid until the court has so approved the purchase

price.] The fair market value of real property in the case of a
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pur chase val ued in excess of ten thousand dollars ($10, 000)

shall be determ ned by the county conm ssioners in consultation

with two (2) of the followi ng: the county assessor, a |licensed

real estate broker or licensed real estate appraiser doing

busi ness within the county.

* * %

Section 4. Section 2506.1 of the act, added Septenber 1,
1965 (P.L.431, No.217), is anended to read:

Section 2506.1. Sale and Lease of Real Property to
I ndustrial Devel opnent Agencies.--(a) [Subject only to the
provi sions of section 2506 of this act with respect to approval
of the court, the] The county may sell to any industrial
devel opnent agency desi gnated as such an industrial devel oprment
agency, in the manner provided by [the act of May 31, 1956
(P.L.1911), known as the "Industrial Devel opment Assi stance

Law, "] Chapter 23 of the act of June 29, 1996 (P.L.434, No.67),

known as the "Job Enhancenent Act," with or w thout

consi deration, any |ands, easenents or rights in |and, together
with any inprovenents, buildings or structures therein or

t hereon now owned by the county or hereafter acquired by it for
t he purpose of establishing or enlarging any conmerci al,

i ndustrial or manufacturing enterprise or research and

devel opnent center within the county, and nmake with such

i ndustrial devel opnent agency any and all agreenents for the

i ndustrial devel opnent of such | ands, easenents or rights in

| ands, or may [with approval of the court as provided in section
2506 of this act,] lease to any such industrial devel opnment
agency for a term not exceedi ng ninety-nine years at a nom nal
or other rental, as may be determ ned, any or all |ands,

easenents or rights in |ands, together with any inprovenents,
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structures or buildings therein or thereon now owned by the
county or hereafter acquired by it for the purpose of
establishing or enlarging any comrercial, industrial or
manuf acturing enterprise, or research and devel opnent center
wi thin the county.

(b) Any instrument of sale, |ease or other agreenent made
pursuant to this section may contain provisions regulating the
uses of lands, buildings and structures for trade, industry,
manuf acture, research, residence, recreation, water supply,
public activities or other purposes.

Section 5. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 2506.2. Authority to Sell Certain Real Property and

Personal Property as a Single Unit.--Notw thstandi ng any ot her

provi sions of | aw, whenever the board of conm ssioners

deternines that the conti nued ownershi p and operati on of an

institution for the care of dependents is economcally

unf easi bl e, the county conni ssioners nmay sell the real property

bel onging to the county and bei ng used for such purposes,

together with all of the contents of personal property used in

connection with and incidental to the operation of the

institution, as a single unit. Any such sale of real property

and personal property as a single unit shall be deened a sal e of

real property only and shall conply only with the provisions of

this act relating to the sale of real property.

Section 6. Section 2511 of the act is anended to read:
Section 2511. Sale of Personal Property; Denolition and
Renoval of County Buildings.--(a) (1) The county conmm ssioners
may sell at private sale any county owned personal property
val ued by the controller at not nore than [five hundred dollars

($500)] one thousand dollars ($1,000), or at public sale, under
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conditions prescribed by the comm ssioners, any county owned
personal property valued [by the controller] in excess of that
amount .

(2) The provisions of this section shall be construed to

(i) County property to be traded in or exchanged for new

personal property.

(ii) The sale of personal property with real property as a

single unit.

(b) \Whenever any county owned buil ding [valued by the
controller at not nore than one thousand dollars ($1000)] is
deened by the county conm ssioners to be no | onger suitable for
use by the county, they may cause it to be denolished or renoved
fromits location by such neans or in such nmanner as they deem
to be in the public interest. [Any such county owned buil di ng
val ued by the controller in excess of that anobunt nay be so
denol i shed or renbved with the approval of the court of quarter
sessions of the county.]

Section 7. Sections 2518 and 2519 of the act are anended to
read:

Section 2518. Additional Bond to Protect Labor and
Mat eri al men on Contracts.--[(a) It shall be the duty of the
county to require any person, copartnership, association or
corporation entering into contract with such county for the
construction, erection, installation, conpletion, alteration,
repair of or addition to any public work or inprovenent, of any
ki nd what soever, where the anount of such contract is in excess
of five hundred dollars ($500), before commrenci ng work under
such contract, to execute and deliver to such county, in

addition to any other bond which may now or hereafter be
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required by law to be given in connection with such contract, an
addi tional bond for the use of any and every person,
copartnershi p, association or corporation interested, in a sum
not less than fifty per centum and not nore than one hundred per
centum of the contract price, as such county nmay prescribe. Such
bond shall have as surety thereon one or nore surety conpanies

| egally authorized to do business in this Commonweal th, and
shall be conditioned for the pronpt paynent for all material
furni shed and | abor supplied or performed in the prosecution of
t he work, whether or not the said material or |abor enter into
and becone conponent parts of the work or inprovenent

cont enpl at ed.

(b) Such additional bond shall be deposited with and held by
the county for the use of any party interested therein.

(c) Every such additional bond shall provide that every
person, copartnership, association or corporation who, whether
as subcontractor or otherw se, has furnished material or
supplied or performed |labor in the prosecution of the work, as
above provided, and who has not been paid therefor, may sue in
assunpsit on said additional bond, in the name of the county,
for his, their or its use, and prosecute the sanme to final
j udgnment for such sumor suns as nay be justly due him them or
it, and have execution thereon, but the county shall not be
liable for the paynent of any costs or expense of any suit.

(d) Any contract executed in violation of the provisions of
this section shall be null and void.]

(e) Unless covered under the bondi ng requirenents of the act

of Decenber 20, 1967 (P.L.869, No.385), known as the "Public

Works Contractors' Bond Law of 1967," for construction contracts

awarded for amounts between twenty-five thousand doll ars
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($25, 000) and one hundred thousand dollars ($100, 000), the

successful bidder shall furnish a bond guar ant eei ng perfor mance

of the contract, in an anount as determ ned by the board of

conmi ssioners at the tine of advertising for bids which shall be

not | ess than ten per centumnor nore than one hundred per

centum of the anmount of the contract, within thirty (30) days

after the contract is awarded. VWhen a construction contract is

awarded i n excess of one hundred thousand dollars ($100, 000),

the foll owi ng bonds shall be delivered to the county and shal

be binding on the parties upon the execution of the contract:

(1) A performance bond, executed by a surety conpany

aut hori zed to do business in this Commpnweal th and nade payabl e

to the county in an anpunt as deternined by the county

conmi ssioners at the tine of advertising for bids which shall be

not less than fifty per centumnor nore than one hundred per

centum of the price specified in the contract and conditi oned

upon the faithful perfornance of the contract in accordance with

the pl ans, specifications and conditi ons of the contract.

(2) A paynent bond, executed by a surety conpany authori zed

to do business in this Commonweal th and nade payable to the

county in an amount equal to one hundred per centum of the price

specified in the contract and condi ti oned upon the pronpt

paynent for all materials furni shed or | abor supplied or

perforned in the prosecution of the work. Labor or materials

i nclude public utility services and reasonable rental s of

equi pnent for the peri ods when the equi pnent is actually used at

(f) A performance bond shall be solely for the protecti on of

the county. A paynent bond shall be solely for the protection of

claimants supplying | abor or materials to the prime contractor
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to whom the contract was awarded or to any of its subcontractors

in the prosecution of the work provided for in the contract,

whet her or not the | abor or nmaterials constitutes a conponent

part of the construction.

(g) Nothing in this section shall be construed to lint the

authority of the conmi ssioners to require a perfornmance bond,

paynent bond or other security in addition to those bonds or in

ci rcunstances ot her than specified in subsection (e).

(h) Actions on paynent bonds shall be pursuant to the

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), any cl ai nant who has perforned

| abor or furnished material in the prosecution of the work

provided for in any contract for which a paynent bond has been

gi ven under subsection (e) and who has not been paid in ful

before the expiration of ninety (90) days after the day on which

the claimant perforned the | ast of the | abor or furni shed the

| ast of the materials for which it clains paynents may bri ng an

action on the paynent bond in its own nane, in assunpsit, to

recover any anount due it for the | abor or nmaterial and nmay

prosecute the action to final judgnent and have executi on on the

(2) Any claimnt who has a direct contractual relationship

with any subcontractor of the prine contractor who gave the

paynent bond but has no contractual relationship, express or

inmplied, with the prine contractor may bring an action on the

paynent bond only if it has given witten notice to the

contractor within ninety (90) days fromthe date on which the

claimant perfornmed the | ast of the | abor or furnished the | ast

of the materials for which it clains paynent, stating with

substanti al accuracy the amount and the nane of the person for
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whom t he work was performed or to whomthe nmateri al was

f ur ni shed.

(3) Notice shall be served by registered mail in an envel ope

addressed to the contractor at any place where its office is

requl arly mai ntained for the transacti on of busi ness or served

in any nanner in which |l egal process nmay be served in the nanner

provided by |law for the service of a sunmbns except that the

servi ce need not be made by a public officer.

(i) The dollar threshold set forth in subsection (e) shal

be adjusted annually to refl ect the annual percentage change in

t he Conposite Construction Cost | ndex of the United States

Departnent of Commerce occurring in the one-year period endi ng

Decenber 31 of each year

Section 2519. Conpliance with Wrknmen's Conpensation Law. --
(a) Al contracts executed by the board of conm ssioners which
shall involve the construction or doing of any work invol ving
t he enpl oynent of |abor shall contain a provision that the
contractor shall accept, in so far as the work covered by any
such contract is concerned, the provisions of the [Wrknen's

Conpensation Act] act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), known

as the "Wirkers' Conpensation Act," and any reenactnents,

suppl enents or amendnents thereto, and that the said contractor
Will insure his liability thereunder or file with the board of
commi ssioners a certificate of exenption frominsurance fromthe
Depart ment of Labor and Industry of the Conmonweal t h.

(b) The board of conm ssioners, before signing on behalf of
the county any contract, requiring in its performance the
enpl oynment of | abor, shall require proof that the said
contractor with whomthe contract is made shall have accepted

the [Workmen's] Workers' Conpensation Act and any reenactnents,
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suppl enents or amendnents thereto, and proof that the said
contractor has insured his liability thereunder in accordance
with the terns of said act or that the contractor has had issued
to hima certificate of exenption frominsurance fromthe

Depart ment of Labor and I ndustry.

(c) Any contract executed in violation of the provisions of
this section shall be null and void.

Section 8. Section 2520 of the act is repeal ed.

Section 9. Sections 2529, 2545 and 2550 of the act are
amended to read:

Section 2529. Disorderly Conduct In and About Courthouses
and Jails Prohibited.--It is unlawful for any person to cause
any outcry or disorder, or be guilty of any indecent or
unbecom ng conduct tending to disturb the peace and good order,
in the county courthouse, jail or other county buildings, or to
wilfully or carelessly defile, deface or injure the floors,
wal I's or any other portion of said buildings, or fences or
railings surrounding the sane, or the carpets, furniture or
other articles or things used in or about said buildings,
bel onging to the county. [Any person violating any of the
provi sions of this section shall nmake restitution for damages
arising therefromand shall, upon summary conviction thereof, be
sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding fifty dollars ($50). In
case such person shall neglect or refuse to pay the sane, he or
she shall suffer an inprisonnent not exceeding thirty (30)

days.] Any person violating any of the provisions of this

section commts a sunmary of fense and, upon convi cti on, shal

make restitution for danmges arising therefrom

Section 2545. Joining Wth [Cty] Miunicipality in |Inmproving

Certain Streets and H ghways.--(a) The board of comm ssioners
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of the county nmay erect public buildings in any [city, with the

approval of the court of conmmon pleas] nunicipality. The county

may join with the proper authorities of such [city] nunicipality

in the grading, regrading, paving, re-paving and inprovenent of
so much of the streets and hi ghways as are in, upon or al ongside
of the grounds upon which said public buildings stand.

(b) The conm ssioners may enter into contract with any such

[city authorities] nunicipality for the paynent of a just

proportion of the expense of said grading, re-grading, paving,
re-pavi ng and i nprovenent of said streets and hi ghways, and may
appropriate fromthe county treasury sufficient funds for this
pur pose. They may act with any conmttee or comm ttees which may

be appoi nted by such [city authorities] nunicipality to

establish grades, determine the kind and quality of paving
materials to be used, and ratify the contracts entered into by

said [city authorities] nunicipality in the course of said

i mprovenents.

(c) No obligation shall rest upon the county for any
proportion of the expenses of such inprovenents until the
sel ection of grades and paving materials and the acceptance of

bids by said [city authorities] nunicipality shall have been

ratified by the board of conm ssioners [and approved by the
court of common pleas].

Section 2550. Parks and Confort Houses.--(a) The
conmmi ssioners nmay purchase |and to be used for park purposes or
for the erection thereon of public confort houses. The | and
pur chased for such purposes shall lie within the limts of [such
county and shall be contiguous to or in the vicinity of a county
road and shall be outside the corporate limts of any city or

bor ough. The anount that may be expended for such purposes shal
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not exceed the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) in
any one year, nor the sumof five thousand dollars ($5,000) for
any single park or any single confort house. The board of

conmm ssioners shall agree with the owner or owners of the | and
sel ected upon a reasonable price to be paid therefor.] the
bui l di ngs as are necessary to fulfill the purpose for which the
| and was acqui red.

(b) The conm ssioners may adopt reasonable rules and
regul ati ons necessary for preservation, nmanagenent and contr ol
of parks and public confort houses so established and
mai nt ai ned, and provide penalties for the breach thereof. Al
rul es adopted by the board of comm ssioners shall, before
becom ng operative, be published once a week for three

consecutive weeks in [three newspapers] a newspaper of general

circulation in the county[, and shall be recorded in the office
of the recorder of deeds in the county].

(c) Any person violating any rules so adopted shall[, upon
summary conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess than
five dollars ($5) nor nore than twenty-five dollars ($25), which
shall be payable to the county treasurer, who shall add the fine

to the fund for the inprovenment of county roads] be quilty of a

sunmary of f ense.

Section 10. Section 2555 of the act, amended April 20, 1956
(1955 P.L.1481, No.490), is anended to read:

Section 2555. Mnunents and Menorials to War Veterans. --The
conmi ssi oners nay appropriate noney for and provide for the
erection of nonunents or nenorials commenorating the services of
any person who has served in the arnmed forces of the United

States or in any wonen's organi zation officially connected
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therewith during any part of any war or armed conflict in which
the United States has been or may hereafter be engaged. [ The
styl e and character of such nonunents or nenorials shall be
approved by the State Art Comm ssion. ]

Section 11. Section 2556 of the act is amended to read:

Section 2556. Assistance to Private or Minicipal Agencies.--
The comm ssioners may, in order to prevent duplication,
appropriate noney to assist any individual, private corporation,
city, borough or township in the erection of any nonument or
menorial for said soldiers, sailors and marines. [Before any
such appropriation is made, the style and character of such
nmonunent or nenorial shall be approved by the State Art
Commi ssi on. ]

Section 12. Sections 2557 and 2558 of the act are repeal ed.

Section 13. Section 2577(b) of the act is amended to read:

Section 2577. Acquiring of Property.--* * *

(b) Counties may appropriate noney fromthe public funds or
by i ssuance of bonds in accordance with [the Minicipal Borrow ng

Law] 53 Pa.C.S. Pt. VII, Subpt. B (relating to indebtedness and

borrowi ng) for the erection on said property taken, purchased or
acqui red through condemati on proceedi ngs, public auditoriumns,
public libraries, public nenorial buildings and nonunments. They
may appropriate noneys for the operation and mai nt enance of such
public auditoriuns, public libraries, nenorials, build ngs and
nmonunent s.

Section 14. Section 2579 of the act is repeal ed.

Section 15. Section 2590 of the act is amended to read:

Section 2590. Authority to Provide; Approval.--The county

conmi ssioners of each county may[, upon presentnent of two

successive grand juries of the county,] buy or |ease | and and
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construct and naintain thereon, at the expense of the county, a
norgue for the reception and care of the bodies of all unclainmed
deceased persons upon whomit may be necessary to hold a
coroner's inquest and such other bodies as the coroner of the
county may, by witten order, direct to be received therein. The
| ocati on of such norgue shall be determ ned by the county

conmmi ssioners, subject to the approval of [a judge of the court
of conmmon pl eas and] the coroner of the county.

Section 16. Sections 2706, 2707, 2708, 2709, 2710 and 2711
of the act are repeal ed.

Section 17. Sections 2712, 2713(a), 2714, 2715 and 2717 of
the act are anended to read:

Section 2712. Building or Rebuilding in Energencies.--Wen a
county bridge wholly within the county or on the boundary |ine
bet ween any two counties has been or shall hereafter be
destroyed or partially destroyed, or rendered inpassable, or
becomes insufficient or inadequate to acconmodate public travel,
or in any other case of energency it becones necessary to
construct or reconstruct any such bridge, the county
conmm ssioners of the county or of any two counties, in case of a
joint county bridge, may[, upon the approval of the court or
courts of quarter sessions of such county or counties,] erect
and construct a new bridge, or reconstruct any partially
destroyed, insufficient or inadequate bridge, to take the place
of such wholly or partially destroyed or insufficient or
i nadequat e bri dge.

Section 2713. Bridges on Boundary Between Two Counties.--(a)
Whenever any bridge contenplated by any of the provisions of
this article is on the boundary |ine between two counties or

within one-fourth of a mle therefromand necessary for the
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accommodat i on of the inhabitants of both counties, the

conmm ssioners of such counties shall act jointly in the exercise
of all powers conferred upon themand in the performance of al
duti es inposed upon them [Wenever a petition of residents or

t axpayers is required, such petition shall be nmade by the

requi red nunber of petitioners in each county to the court of
gquarter sessions or the court of common pleas, as the case may
be, of their county. \Whenever any other petitions are required,
such petitions shall be made to each of such courts. Each of the
courts shall act on such petitions and shall conmunicate its
approval or disapproval to the other court.]

* %k

Section 2714. Paynent of Cost[; Tolls; Rentals].--(a) Al
expenses in connection with any matters affecting any such
bri dge shall be borne by the two counties jointly in equal
proportions or in any other proportions, as the comm ssioners of
t he several counties nay agree upon.

[(b) Wenever it is necessary for any counties, in the
construction of any joint county bridge or in joint acquisition
of any toll bridge, to issue bonds in paynent of such
construction, erection or acquisition, including the approaches
thereto, the damages sustained by the owner or owners of |ands
taken in the construction thereof and including reasonable fees
for necessary legal services required in such construction,
erection and acquisition, the conmm ssioners of said counties
may, With the consent of the State Departnent of H ghways, if
the cost of such bridge was in excess of four hundred thousand
dol I ars ($400, 000), assess, supervise and collect such tolls for
the use of said bridge for all traffic as may be necessary, to

pay the interest on said bonds and to create a sinking fund for
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t he paynment and redenption of the same within thirty years from
the date of the issue thereof, and to pay al so the costs and
expenses of operating and mai ntaining such bridge between the
time of construction thereof and the date of the redenption of
the last of said bonds to be redeened by such tolls.

(c) The tolls so collected shall be distributed between such
counties in proportion to the anmount paid in by each county in
the original construction or acquisition, and in no case shal
any tolls be collected after the redenption of the original
bonds issued. Al noneys received fromrentals for special use
shall be divided between themin the sane proportion. Such
bridge shall be a joint county bridge.]

Section 2715. Managenent, Maintenance and Policing of Joint
County [Toll Bridges; Turning over to the Departnent of
H ghways] Bridges.--(a) Such joint county bridge shall be
managed, controlled, maintained, repaired, operated and |ighted
by the conmi ssioners of the said counties, acting as a joint
county bridge conm ssion, who are hereby authorized to act
jointly in the enploynment of such [worknmen, collectors of tolls
and ot her] enployes and fix their wages, salaries and
conpensation, and to incur such other expenses in the
construction and operation of such bridge, including the
conpensati on of such attorneys as in their judgnent shall be
requi site and necessary. Al decisions of such comm ssion shal
require a mpjority vote of all the nmenbers thereof.

(b) The conm ssioners of said counties, acting jointly,
shall have power to adopt such rules and regul ati ons as they
deem expedi ent for the proper governnent and nmanagenent of said
bridge and for the preservation of good order, safe traffic and

proper conduct thereon. [Said comm ssioners are further
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aut hori zed and enpowered to make arrests for evasion or attenpts
to evade the paynment of tolls which nay be fixed or may have
been fi xed for passage over said bridge.]

(c) For any violations thereof, the offender or offenders
shall be [subject to a fine or penalty of not less than ten
dollars ($10) or nore than twenty-five dollars ($25), together
with costs, to be adjudged by a justice of the peace or al dernan
of either of said counties, and on default of paynent of such
fine or penalty, then to inprisonment of not [ess than ten (10)
days or nore than thirty (30) days in the county prison of

either of said counties] gquilty of a summary offense.

[(d) Said powers and duties of said comm ssioners, acting as
a joint comm ssion, shall continue until the redenption of the
| ast of said bonds to be redeenmed by such tolls, whereupon said
bri dge shall be turned over as a free bridge to the
Commonweal th, if such bridge crosses a river and is |located on a
State highway route or connects two State hi ghway routes.
Thereafter, such bridge shall be maintained by the H ghway
Departnment at the expense of the Commonweal t h. ]

Section 2717. Dykes, Banks, Causeways and Sl ui ceways for
Protection of Bridges and H ghways.--The board of comm ssioners,
for the purpose of protecting any county bridge or bridges, the
abut ments thereof and approaches thereto and any public hi ghway
adj acent to the sanme fromthe incursions of floods or waters of
any creek, rivulet or other stream and so as to prolong the
life of said structures, may erect and mai ntai n dykes, banks,
causeways and sl ui ceways over, on and across any creek, rivul et
or other stream not navi gable, and which creek, rivulet or other
streamis affected by the rise and fall of the tide, floods or

wat ers of any creek, rivulet or other stream and secure a right
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of way for proper ingress and egress thereto, and in connection
with such activities, to take, injure and destroy any necessary
| and or property, in accordance with Article XXVI. Any such
change in an existing stream channel under the provisions of

this or the preceding section shall first be approved by the

[ Departnent of Forests and Waters] Departnent of Environnental
Protection.

Section 18. Sections 2718, 2721, 2722, 2723, 2724, 2725 and
2726 of the act are repeal ed.

Section 19. Sections 2729, 2730, 2731 and 2734 of the act
are anmended to read:

Section 2729. Rebuilding Insufficient Bridge.--Wenever it
shal | appear to the comm ssioners that any county bridge is not
sufficient for any cause to acconmodate the public travel, they
may[, upon the approval of the court of quarter sessions as
herei nafter provided,] erect and construct a new and sufficient
bridge to take the place of the insufficient, destroyed or
partially destroyed bridge, or may wi den and strai ghten county
bri dges where deened necessary to accomodate the public travel.
Such new bri dge when constructed shall be a county bridge.

Section 2730. Rebuilding Bridges Wwolly or Partly
Destroyed.--(a) The county comm ssioners shall rebuild and
reconstruct all bridges heretofore built or that nay hereafter
be erected by the county conm ssioners, whether constructed
under general, special or local |aws, whenever any such bridge
has been or shall hereafter be bl own down, destroyed, partially
destroyed or swept away by floods, freshets, ice, storm fire or
ot her casualty, at the expense of the county.

(b) For the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions

of this section, the county comm ssioners are hereby authorized
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to borrow any sum of noney, in accordance with [the Muinici pal

Borrowing Law] 53 Pa.C.S. Pt. VII, Subpt. B (relating to

i ndebt edness and borrow ng).

Section 2731. dosing, Vacating, Abandoning and Renovi ng. --
Whenever it shall appear to the conmm ssioners of the county that
any county bridge has from any cause becone burdensone and is no
| onger necessary for the acconmodati on of public travel, they
may[, upon the approval of the court of quarter sessions,]
cl ose, vacate, abandon and renove sai d bridge.

Section 2734. Appropriations; Tax Levy and Incurring of
| ndebt edness. --For the purpose of carrying into effect the
provi sions of this subsection, the county comm ssioners are
her eby aut horized to nmake appropriations, |evy taxes, borrow
noney and incur indebtedness, in accordance with [the Mini ci pal

Borrowing Law] 53 Pa.C.S. Pt. VII, Subpt. B (relating to

i ndebt edness and borrow ng).

Section 20. Sections 2751, 2752, 2753 and 2754 of the act
are repeal ed.

Section 21. Sections 2755, 2756, 2757, 2771 and 2772(a) of
the act are anended to read:

Section 2755. Assistance in Building Bridges not Entered as
County Bridges.--Wien [it is found by the report of viewers and

by the court] the county conm ssioners find that a bridge is

necessary and that the erection of such bridge will require nore
expense than it is reasonable that the one or nore adj oi ni ng

t ownshi ps, boroughs or cities of the third class should bear,

[or inlieu of such proceedings, with the approval of the
Secretary of H ghways, when the cost to the county will not
exceed fifteen hundred dollars ($1500)] and the county

conmi ssioners do not deemit advisable to enter such bridge on
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record as a county bridge but shall consider it proper to assist
such township or townships or such city of the third class or
such borough in building the same, they may either build such
bridge or any portion or portions thereof or furnish such
townshi p or townships or city of the third class or borough the
whol e or part of the noney necessary to build it, wthout
entering such bridge on record as a county bridge.

Section 2756. Record to be Kept by County; Maintenance,
Repair and Rebuil ding by Township or Municipalities.--The county
conmmi ssioners shall keep a record of all their proceedings in
such cases, and such bridges shall be maintained, kept in repair
and rebuilt, when necessary, by the respective townshi ps,
boroughs or cities of the third class, and the county shall not
be liable for the costs of the nmintenance, repair or rebuilding
of the same or any part of such cost: Provided, however, That
[In case the report of a board of viewers appointed by the court
for the purpose, duly approved by the court, shall set forth
that the cost of the repair or rebuilding of such bridge is
greater than it is reasonable that the said township or
t ownshi ps, borough or city of the third class should bear, then]
it shall be lawful for the county comm ssioners of the county in
whi ch such bridge is located to furnish such township or
t ownshi ps, boroughs or city of the third class either the whole
or part of the nobney necessary to repair or to rebuild such
bridge or bridges, as the said board of county conm ssioners may
deem just and proper.

Section 2757. Entering on Record as County Bridge. --Wenever
the county comm ssioners [of the county] have heretofore
assisted or shall hereafter assist any [township or borough]

nmuni cipality in the building of the whole or any portion of a
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bridge and it shall afterwards appear to the comr ssioners [and
to the court of quarter sessions] that the care, nmintenance and
responsibility of said bridge is greater than it is reasonable

that the said [township or borough] nunicipality should bear,

they may[, with the approval of said court,] enter such bridge
upon record as a county bridge, and it shall thereafter be a
county bridge the same as if it had originally been so entered
on record.

Section 2771. Bridges and Approaches Authorized.--The county
conmmi ssi oners[, upon the approval of the court of quarter
sessions,] may |ocate, lay out, open, construct and naintain
public bridges across any river or stream whether such bridge
is wholly or partly within any city, borough or township
therein, together with such bridge approaches, viaduct or other
approaches as the county conm ssioners may deem necessary or
conveni ent for the purpose of connecting any such bridge with
the existing streets or public roads in such cities, boroughs or
townshi ps, and to that end may take, enter upon, appropriate
property and rights of property of all kinds, whether devoted to
a public or private use, for the purposes aforesaid, and for the
necessary slopes, piers, walls, abutnments, fills and
enbanknments, in the manner and subject to the restrictions and
procedure provided in Article XXVI of this act, and may enter
upon or over any street, public highway or public road in such
cities, boroughs or townships.

Section 2772. Plans and Surveys[; Petition to Quarter
Sessions].--(a) Whenever the county comm ssioners shall resolve
to exercise any of the powers conferred by the preceding
section, they shall cause to be prepared plans and surveys

showi ng the | ocation of the proposed bridge and its approaches
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and the property or rights of property affected thereby,
together with any streets or public roads in any city, borough
or township proposed to be used in connection therewith[, and
they shall present the sane, together with their petition, on
behal f of said county, to the court of quarter sessions, praying
for authority to locate, lay out, open and construct such
bri dge] .

* x *

Section 22. Section 2773 of the act is repeal ed.

Section 23. Section 2774 of the act is amended to read:

Section 2774. Approval of State or Federal Oficers, Board
or Body; Change in Location.--(a) Were the proposed bridge
crosses any navi gable stream or other public water or the
property rights or property or rights of way of any railroad or
ot her public service corporation, and by reason thereof the
approval of any State or Federal officer, board or body is
required as to the location and construction of such bridge or
its approaches, the county shall be deenmed to have full and
conplete authority to construct such bridge in such other
| ocation and in such other manner as may be necessary to conply
with the conditions prescribed by such officer, board or body in
granting such approval [: Provided, The] if county comm ssioners
be of the opinion, and by resolution duly adopted so deci de,
that the bridge as thus changed is necessary for the conveni ence
of the traveling public and will accommbdate substantially the
same traveling public as the bridge would have done if it had
been constructed at the location and in the manner originally
provi ded.

[(b) Upon the adoption of any such resolution and prior to

the construction of such bridge and the entry upon and taking of
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property for that purpose, such county, through its county

commi ssioners, shall present its petition to the court of
quarter sessions of said county, briefly setting forth the facts
as to the obtaining of such approval and the change nmade in
consequence thereof and the adoption of such resol ution,
together with plans and surveys showi ng the new | ocati on and
manner of construction and an estimte show ng the cost of the
construction of such bridge as thus changed.

(c) |If the proceedings shall appear to be regular, the court
shall make an order fixing a time, not |ess than twenty days
thereafter, for the filing of exceptions thereto.

(d) Notice of the tinme and place of hearing on said
exceptions shall be given by advertisenent published once a week
for two successive weeks in at |east two newspapers of general
circulation in such county and by handbills posted in
conspi cuous places along or in the nei ghborhood of the proposed
bridge and its approaches, or otherw se, as the court shal
direct, having regard to the circunstances of the cases.

(e) Upon the hearing thereof, the court may, for proper
cause shown, disapprove of said petition; otherwi se, it shal
t her eupon nake a decree authorizing and enpowering the county to
contract such bridge in accordance with such new plans and
surveys, and thereupon such bridge shall be deenmed to have been
| ai d out and opened in accordance with such plans and surveys.]

Section 24. Section 2776 of the act is repeal ed.

Section 25. Section 2777 of the act is anended to read:

Section 2777. County Authorized to Contract Wth [City or

Borough] Municipality.--Wen such bridge is proposed to be

| ocated or erected in any [city or borough] nunicipality, the

county may agree that such [city or borough] nunicipality may
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bear a portion of the cost of the locating, |aying out, opening
and constructing of such bridge and its approaches and

appurtenances, and that the [city or borough] nunicipality may

provi de the approach therefor and bear the cost of the

mai nt enance of any approach within the respective [city or

borough] nunicipality, as shall be agreed upon between any such
county and such [city or borough. Al such agreenents shall be
entered into in witing and at | east one executed copy shall be
furni shed to each county, city and borough becom ng a party

thereto.] nunicipality.

Section 26. Sections 2779, 2780 and 2781 of the act are
r epeal ed.

Section 27. Subarticle (d) of Article XXVII of the act is
r epeal ed.

Section 28. Sections 2801, 2802 and 2803 of the act are
amended to read:

Section 2801. Building or Rebuilding.--Wenever it is
necessary to erect a bridge on the boundary |ine between two
counties, either to take the place of an intercounty bridge
whi ch has becone insufficient for any cause to accommodate
public travel or to provide a new bridge where none has
previ ously been, such counties may jointly build or rebuild such
bridge[, after first having obtained the approval of the court
of quarter sessions in each county].

Section 2802. Joining Wth [Cty] Minicipality.--Wen such

bridge is on the dividing |line between two counties which is

al so the dividing |ine between one county and a [city]

nmuni cipality in the other county, and such [city] nunicipality
has authority to build or rebuild such bridge or to join with

any county therein, said county may join with said [city]
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nmuni cipality in the other county in building or rebuilding such

bridge. [In such case, the approval of the court of quarter
sessions of the county so joining with a city only shall be
required. ]

Section 2803. Cost; Status.--The cost of such bridge shal
be paid in such proportions as shall be agreed upon by the two

counties or by the county and [city] nunicipality so joining.

Such bridge when built shall be an intercounty bridge and be
subject to all provisions of existing laws relating to
i ntercounty bridges.

Section 29. Subarticle (f) of Article XXVII1 of the act is
r epeal ed.

Section 30. Sections 2822, 2823, 2824, 2832, 2833 and 2834
of the act are repeal ed.

Section 31. Subarticle (i) of Article XXVII1 of the act is
r epeal ed.

Section 32. Sections 2851, 2852, 2853 and 2855 of the act
are anmended to read:

Section 2851. [City] Minicipal

Bri dges Benefiting

Nei ghbori ng [ Townshi ps] Municipalities.--Wenever different

parts of any [city] nunicipality or any part of such [city]

nmuni ci pality and any [townshi p] nunicipality bordering thereon

are separated therefromby any intervening valley or ravine, and
the county comm ssioners [of such county] shall decide it
necessary that a public bridge for the purpose of connecting the
territories thus separated be constructed and that such bridge

will be of substantial advantage and benefit to the taxable

i nhabitants of the [township] nunicipality bordering thereon or

[townshi ps] nunicipalities adjacent thereto, such county may

contract with such [city] nunicipality for the |aying out and
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construction by such [city] nunicipality of such bridge and may

pay to the [city] nunicipality such portion of the cost thereof

as the county conm ssioners shall deem reasonabl e, and shal
appropriate noney, |evy taxes and incur indebtedness therefor.
Section 2852. Mnicipal Bridges Wiere County M ght Have
Built Bridge.--Were, under the provisions of existing | aws, a
[city of the third class, a borough or a township of the first

class] nmunicipality is authorized to construct a bridge or

vi aduct over a river, creek or streamor other place over which
the county is authorized to build bridges, and such nunicipality
is authorized to contract with the county and with railroads,
street railways and ot her conpanies or parties interested for

t he buil ding and mai nt enance of such bridge or viaduct, and for
t he paynent of any danages caused by the | ocation or erection

t hereof, the county comm ssioners nmay[, with the approval of the

court of quarter sessions,] contract with such [city, borough or

townshi p] nunicipality for that part or portion of the bridge or
vi aduct whi ch crosses any of the places herei nbefore nentioned,
i ncluding the abutnents and piers thereof. Such part shal
thereafter be mamintained as a county bridge. In |lieu thereof,
the county comm ssioners may[, with the approval of the court,]
contract for any part or portion of the whole structure equal to
or greater than the part or portion which the county m ght have
built.

Section 2853. Contribution Wiere County M ght Not Have Built
Bri dge. --When such bridge or viaduct is built by a [borough or

township of the first class] nunicipality and does not cross any

pl ace over which the county is authorized to construct a bridge
but crosses nerely railroad or railroads and private property,

t he county conm ssioners may[, subject to the approval of the
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court of quarter sessions,] contract to pay an anmount of noney,
not exceeding thirty per centumof the entire cost of the
proposed bridge or viaduct. Such bridge or viaduct shal
thereafter be mmintained as a [ borough or township] nunicipal
structure, and the county shall not be liable for any part of
t he cost of nmintenance or repair thereof.

Section 2855. Contracts for Wrk.--After any such contract

has been entered into, the county comm ssioners, in conjunction

with the [city, borough or township] nunicipality, shall have

prepared plans and specifications of the entire work and shal
advertise for bids and award the contract to the | owest
responsi bl e bidder. Such contract shall provide that the county
shall pay its certain part of such bridge or viaduct directly to
the contractor. The contractor shall have a right of action

agai nst the county for the part of the contract which the county
agrees to pay.

Section 33. Section 2857 of the act is repeal ed.

Section 34. Sections 2901, 2902 and 2903 of the act are
amended to read:

Section 2901. County Roads; Establishnent and Mi nt enance. - -
(a) The words defined in section 2801 of this act shall be
construed to have |ike neanings when used in this article.

(b) Establishing County Roads. For the purpose of providing
public roads, specially constructed, inproved and nai ntai ned,
the county comm ssioners may[, upon approval by the court of
guarter sessions,] originally lay out and open any road, and
t ake possession of and exercise control over any existing
[townshi p] nunicipal road or part thereof, and build and
mai ntai n roads as county roads within their respective limts.

They may, at any tine, straighten, w den, extend and alter any
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such road or part thereof, and vacate so nuch thereof as may
become unnecessary and usel ess. Any road so taken over or

i nproved shal |l thereupon becone a county road and be subject to
the control and supervision of the county comm ssioners. It
shall be the duty of the county to keep and maintain county
roads established under this act and all other county roads in
repair, the expense thereof to be paid by the county in the
manner herei nafter provided.

[(b.1) When the county conm ssioners acquire real property
for the county to be used for originally |aying out or opening
any road, sufficient property may be acquired to enable
construction of roads two hundred (200) feet in w dth exclusive
of division strips: Provided, That the limts of width shall not
be construed to include the width required for necessary sl opes
incuts or fills.]

(c) Acquisition of Rights of Way of Abandoned Railroads. The
commi ssioners of the county may take over any abandoned rights
of way or bridge of a railroad conmpany or any part thereof for
t he purpose of relocating any existing or |ocating a new county
road, and they may purchase such abandoned right of way or
bri dge or such part thereof, as may be necessary for the
rel ocating or locating of said county road, fromthe owner
thereof, at a fair price[, to be approved by the court of
guarter sessions of the county].

Whenever any such abandoned right of way or bridge of a
rail road conpany or any part thereof is purchased under the
provi sions of this section, a county road shall be |laid out and
| ocated thereon and shall thereafter be constructed, inproved
and mai ntained in accordance with |aw. Any such bridge so taken

over shall becone a county bridge and shall be naintai ned,
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rebuilt and repaired accordingly.

(d) Joint Action by Counties. The provisions of this article
may al so be exercised jointly by adjoining counties as to roads
extendi ng al ong and adj acent to county lines and from one
adj oining county into another.

The procedure and jurisdiction in each county in such cases
shall be the sanme as to any portion of such road Iying within
its limts, except that the petition, plans and surveys of such
road shall describe and exhibit every portion of such road
within the limts of such county and every portion thereof
extending along the Iine of or into an adjoining county. The
several portions thereof Iying within limts of each county
shall be treated in all proceedi ngs as one continuous road.

(e) To Be County Road as Soon as so Decreed. Al roads and
parts thereof heretofore and hereafter decreed by the court
under this or any fornmer acts of Assenbly to be a county road
shall be subject to the control and supervision of the county
commi ssioners. [Upon the decree or order nmaki ng an existing
township road or part thereof a county road, the sanme shal
i medi ately be kept in repair, nade, constructed and nai ntai ned
by the county and the township relieved of any duty thereto as a
t ownshi p road. ]

(f) Maintenance and Repair of County Roads. The
commi ssioners shall have prepared plans and estimates, as often
as required, for the repair and mai ntenance of all roads which
the county is required by law to maintain and repair. They may
invite proposals for maintaining and repairing such roads or
parts thereof in accordance with such plans and estimates and
award the contract therefor in |like manner as contracts for new

i nprovenents, or they nmay make the necessary repairs thensel ves.
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For the purpose of meking such repairs, the conm ssioners may
enpl oy or appoint the proper persons and buy the necessary
mat erials and buy or rent the necessary nachinery. The county
may al so | ease any of its machinery to any political subdivision
wi thin the county, upon such terns and conditions as may be
agreed upon.

(g) Annual Tax. The comm ssioners nmay |evy, assess and
coll ect an annual tax, of not nore than two mlls upon the
dol | ar, upon all real and personal property within said county
taxabl e for county purposes for the purpose of acquiring and
securing a fund fromwhich to pay all costs, danages and
expenses required in the |ocating, opening, building, inproving,
wi deni ng, straightening, extending, maintaining, repairing or
vacating of roads or parts thereof covered by the provisions of
this section, and for the taking and use of such [ and as may be
necessary in constructing and mai ntaini ng proper sl opes,
enbankments, fills and culverts. The noneys so raised shall not
be expended for any other purposes than those nanmed in this
section, except for the maintenance, repair, construction and
reconstruction of any county bridge or bridges, whether or not
| ocated on a county road or roads. Al warrants for the paynent
of any portion of the noney raised for the purposes aforesaid
shall be issued, in the manner provided by this act, upon
esti mates which shall be nade fromtine to tine by the persons
charged with such duty. The anmpunt and tinme within which the
same shall be paid shall be fixed and deternmined in the contract
made for the public work.

(h) Borrow ng Money; Bond |Issue and Tax Levy. The county
conmi ssi oners nmay borrow noney and secure any indebtedness

created by them for the purposes authorized under this section
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[ by issuing bonds in accordance with the provisions of the
Muni ci pal Borrowi ng Law].

(i) Changing Part of Road Wthout View Wenever the board
of conm ssioners deemit advisable to construct or alter any
part of any road under their supervision and can agree with the
property owners affected by such change as to damages, they nmay,
upon paynent of the danages agreed upon, construct or alter such
part of such public road as contenplated in such agreenent
wi thout the formality of a view. [This authority shall not
extend to any construction or alteration, the costs and expenses
of which to such county, including damages, shall exceed one
t housand dollars ($1000). A petition setting forth the facts,
acconpani ed by a map or draft of such proposed change, shall be
presented to the court of quarter sessions for approval before
such actual change is made, whereupon the new | ocation thus
approved by the court shall be the public road to all intents
and purposes and the old |ocation shall be vacated.]

(j) Assessnent of Benefits. \Wenever, in the county, any
road or highway shall be originally |ocated, |aid out or
constructed or relocated, opened, straightened, w dened,
extended or altered, or any part thereof vacated, the viewers
appoi nted to assess damages for taking, injuring or destroying
property, after having determ ned the anmount of damages
sust ai ned, shall assess the whole or such part of such damages
as may be represented by benefits upon the properties abutting
on and benefited by such inprovenents. The renaining part of
such damages, if any, not so assessed agai nst the abutting
properties, shall be paid by the county. The total assessnents
for benefits shall in no case exceed the total damages awar ded

and agreed upon.
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The viewers shall in such cases file their report show ng the
bal ance struck between the danages awarded and the benefits
assessed.

(k) Interest on Benefits Assessed. Al assessnents for
benefits shall bear interest at the expiration of thirty days
after they have been finally determ ned and fixed and shall be
payable to the treasurer of the county.

(1) VLiens for Benefits Assessed. Al liens for the
assessnment of benefits pursuant to the provisions of the two
precedi ng subsections shall be filed, revived and collected in
accordance with | aw

No appeal taken shall prevent the filing of liens by the
county for any assessnent made by virtue of the viewers' report,
but upon the final determ nation of the issue the court may nake
such order as to any lien filed that shall appear right and
proper .

(m Sidewal ks Al ong County Roads. Wenever consi dered
necessary for the safety and accommodati on of the public, the
county conmm ssioners may | ocate, construct and naintain
si dewal ks al ong county roads. The cost of the construction and
mai nt enance of said sidewal ks shall be paid by the county.

(n) Lights Along County Roads. Whenever considered necessary
for the safety and conveni ence of the traveling public, the
county comm ssioners may supply and equi p any county road or
parts thereof with lights of such kind as they shall deem
necessary. The comm ssioners may for this purpose contract with
any individual or with any nunicipal or private corporation. The
cost of the construction nay and the cost of naintenance of the
said lights shall be paid by the county.

Section 2902. System of Miin Thoroughfares in County.--(a)
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Adoption of System The county comm ssioners may, in the manner
provi ded by this section, cause to be laid out, surveyed and
adopted a system of mai n thoroughfares which said board shal

adj udge the proper roads to be established and specially
constructed and i nproved. |In adopting such system the

commi ssioners shall consider the popul ati on and needs of al
parts of the county and make an equitable distribution of the
roads to be specially constructed, |ocated and inproved by the
said county. They shall cause a plan or plans to be nade show ng
said system of proposed roads, the relation of the proposed
roads to existing public roads which connect therewith or are to
be supplied thereby, the nanes of abutting property owners, and
al so roads which already have been inproved by the county. Upon
approval of said plan or plans by the conm ssioners, they shal
cause said approval to be engrossed upon said plans and
certified by at |east two comm ssioners. Said plans shall be
filed for public inspection in the office of the comm ssioners
and recorded in the office of the recorder of deeds in a book to
be provided for the purpose.

No part of the proposed roads of said systemshall be an
easenment upon private property or in any manner interfere with
the use thereof until established as a public road by the action
of the court of quarter sessions.

(b) Inmprovenent of [Borough and Townshi p] Minici pal Roads.
Whenever such system of main thoroughfares has been adopted or
when the adoption thereof is contenplated within two years after
t he comrencenent of such inprovenent, the comm ssioners may|[,
upon approval by the court of quarter sessions as hereinafter
provi ded,] take exclusive control of and inprove any road or

section thereof |ocated either wholly or in part in any [borough
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or township] nunicipality, whether existing by their authority

or laid out in whole or in part by virtue of this act or

ot herwi se. For that purpose, they may originally |ocate, |ay
out, establish in whole or in part, relocate, straighten, w den,
extend, alter and open roads, and construct and inprove the
same, and vacate so nmuch of any roads as may be thereby rendered
unnecessary and usel ess. Any road as established or altered,
constructed and i nproved under the provisions of this subsection
shall, by ordinance enacted by each [borough or by resolution
adopted by the comm ssion or supervisors of each townshi p]

nmuni ci pality through which such road shall pass, becone [borough

or townshi p] nunicipal roads, and the duty of maintaining and

keeping the sane in repair shall devol ve upon each respective

[townshi p or borough] nunicipality through or into which the

same extends.

(c) Plan of Systemto Be Followed; Variations. After such
pl ans have been adopted and recorded pursuant to |aw, al
appl i cations under the precedi ng subsection [to the court of
guarter sessions] shall be restricted and shall relate only to
t he establishing, opening, construction and inprovenent of the
proposed roads of said systemor parts thereof and the vacation
of roads supplied by the portion opened and i nproved. The
conmi ssi oners[, upon approval by the court of quarter sessions
as hereinafter provided,] may rel ocate, straighten, w den,
extend, alter and open, construct and inprove the proposed roads
as |laid out, surveyed, marked and shown upon the plans of said
system or to originally locate, lay out and establish,
construct and inprove roads which substantially supply said
systemor parts thereof which, although not parts of said

system are deened by the said court to be nmain thoroughfares of
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sufficient inportance to be inproved by the county and to be
added to said plan, and in such case to vacate so nmuch of the
roads of said system and of roads already established as nmay be
rendered unnecessary by the changes or by an entirely new
| ocati on.

(d) Inprovenent of Roads Not Part of System on Contribution
From Parties Interested. The comm ssioners may also originally
| ocate, lay out and establish in whole or in part, rel ocate,
strai ghten, w den, extend, alter and open, construct and inprove
roads not parts of said system nor deened nmain thoroughfares,
upon parties interested therein paying or securing to be paid,
[In a manner to be approved by the court of quarter sessions,]
such proportion of the cost of the original construction and
i nprovenent as the comm ssioners nmay deem just, which shall not
be | ess than one-fourth of such cost in any case.

(e) Annual Tax. The comm ssioners nmay |evy, assess and
coll ect an annual tax, of not nore than two mlls upon the
dol l ar, upon all real and personal property within the county
taxabl e for county purposes, for the purpose of acquiring and
securing a fund fromwhich to pay all costs, danages and
expenses required in |ocating, opening, w dening, straightening,
ext endi ng, buil ding, inproving, maintaining, repairing or
vacating of the roads or parts thereof inproved under the
provi sions of this section, and for the taking and using of such
| and as may be made necessary in constructing and mai ntaining
proper slopes, enbanknments, fills and cul verts. The noneys so
rai sed shall not be expended for any other purposes than those
named in this subsection. Al warrants for the paynent of any
portion of the noney raised for the purposes aforesaid shall be

i ssued, in the manner provided by this act, upon estinates which
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shall be made fromtine to time by the person charged with such
duty, and the amount and tine within which the sane shall be
pai d shall be fixed and determned in the contract nade for the
public work herein authorized.

(f) Borrowi ng Money and Bond |Issue. Any county may borrow
noney and secure such indebtedness [by issuing bonds in
accordance with the provisions of the Minicipal Borrow ng Law
for the purpose of building and inproving the roads or any part
t her eof constructed under the provisions of this section.

Section 2903. Providing Roads, Tunnels, Subways and
Under ground Roads.--(a) Whenever the county commi ssioners shal
deemit expedient so to do [and upon the approval thereof by the
court of quarter sessions as hereinafter provided,] they may
cause to be purchased, |ocated, constructed, operated and
mai nt ai ned roads, tunnels, subways or underground roads anywhere
within the county, either wholly or partly within the boundaries
of any city, borough or township. Any road, tunnel, subway or
under ground road purchased or constructed under the provisions
of this section shall forever thereafter be a county road,
tunnel, subway or underground road, and the duty of naintaining
and keeping the sanme in repair shall devol ve upon the county.
The expense thereof shall be paid by the county as hereinafter
provi ded.

(b) Contracts or Lease for Special Use of I|Inprovenents. The
conmmi ssioners[, subject to the approval of the court of quarter
sessions,] may make a contract or |ease with any street rail way
or transportation conmpany, its successors and assigns, for the
concurrent use of such a portion of said road, tunnel or subway
or underground road, as shall not substantially inpair or

restrict the public use and enjoynent thereof, upon such terns
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and conditions as shall be agreed upon. [No such contract or
| ease for the concurrent use of a portion of such inprovenent
shall be for a longer termor period than twenty years. Any such
contract or |ease shall be nade in accordance with applicable
provi sions of the Public Utility Law. ]

(c) Taking Street or Other Property of [City or Borough]

Muni cipality. Should the comm ssioners of the county deemit

necessary or advisable to enter upon or appropriate any road or
property of any city or borough in the county, or take any other
action affecting the property rights or authority of such [city

or borough] nunicipality, for the purpose of constructing or

mai ntai ning a road, tunnel, subway or underground road, or in
connection with the inprovenent of any of them which has been
or is about to be purchased by the county or otherw se, the

consent thereto of such [city or borough] nunicipality by

ordi nance shall be obtained before the actual entering in or
upon or the appropriation of such road or property. After such
entry and appropriation, the county shall be |iable and charged
wi th the supervision, control and mai ntenance of said roads and
properties, or so nuch thereof as is taken and used for the
pur pose of constructing and mai ntai ning such road, tunnel,
subway or underground road, or in connection with the
i mprovenent of any of them purchased or to be purchased as
af oresai d

(d) Annual Tax Levy. The commi ssioners nay |evy, assess and
coll ect an annual tax, of not nore than two mlls on the dollar,
on all real and personal property within the county taxable for
county purposes for the purpose of acquiring and securing a fund
fromwhich to pay all costs, damages and expenses required in

t he purchasing, inproving, |ocating, opening, constructing,
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mai nt ai ni ng and repairing roads, tunnels, subways and

under ground roads, purchased or constructed under the provisions
of this section, and the taking and using of such |land as may be
made necessary in constructing the same and in maintaining
proper slopes, enbanknments, approaches and termni for said
roads, tunnels, subways and underground roads. The nobney so

rai sed shall not be used or expended for any other purposes than
those naned in this subsection. Al warrants for the paynent of
any portion of the noney raised for the purposes aforesaid shal
be issued, in the manner provided by this act, upon estinmates
whi ch shall be nade fromtinme to tine by the person charged with
such duty. The amobunt and tine within which the sane shall be
pai d shall be fixed and determined in the contract nade for the
public work herein authorized.

(e) Borrowi ng Money and Bond |ssue. The county may borrow
noney and incur indebtedness [in accordance with the provisions
of the Municipal Borrowing Law,] to an anmount not exceeding the
constitutional limtations, for the purchase and inprovenent or
construction of such roads, tunnels, subways and underground
roads.

Section 35. Section 2904 of the act is repeal ed.

Section 36. Sections 2907, 2909, 2912 and 2931 headi ng and
(a) of the act are anended to read:

Section 2907. Penalties for Injuring Drains, Etc.--If any
person shall stop, fill up or injure any such drain, channel or
ditch, or the inlets or outlets thereto, or shall divert or
change the course thereof, without any authority of the county,
or shall be responsible for the sane, and does not elimnate or
renove such obstruction of or interference with said drains,

channel s, ditches, etc., upon ten (10) days notice in witing
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fromthe county so to do, then and in that case such person
shal | [, upon summary conviction in an action before any

magi strate, alderman or justice of the peace, be sentenced to
pay a fine or penalty of ten dollars ($10) for every such

of fense together with the costs of prosecution, and such fines
as shall be inposed shall be paid to the treasurer of the proper

county] be convicted of a summary offense. Every day's

violation, after witten notice has been received by the proper
person, shall constitute a separate offense: Provided, however
That nothing herein contained shall Iimt or deprive the said
counties of any other remedy which they may now or in the future
have, in law or equity.

Section 2909. Vacation as County Roads.--Upon petition of
the county comm ssioners, the court of [quarter sessions] commobn
pl eas may vacate as a county road any portions of any abandoned
or condemed [turnpike] road, or any portions of any [turnpike]
road purchased by the county, or of any road, the pernanent
| ocation or inprovenent whereof has been ordered or made under
this or former acts relating to county roads. Al portions of
such roads so vacated shall becone and be township roads, if
| ocated within a township, or shall becone and be borough or
city roads, if located within a borough or city. Witten notice
of the contents of said petition and the tine when the sanme w |
be presented to the court shall be given by the county
conmi ssioners to the supervisors or conm ssioners of the
townshi p or townships or to the council of the borough or city
t hrough whi ch said road passes, at |east ten days before the
date of presenting the sane. At the tinme said petition is
presented, the court may fix a tinme for hearing in open court,

or may refer the matter to an exam ner to take testinony and
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report his findings to the court at such tinme as the court shal
direct. At any hearing in open court or before an exam ner
appointed by the court, all parties in interest nmay appear and
be heard. After such hearing, the court, if it shall find that
the conditions prescribed by this act have been conplied wth,
may grant the prayer of the petitioners and nake a decree
accordingly or make such order in the premses as it deens right
and just. No order of vacation shall be nmade until the township,
borough or city affected shall have consented thereto by an
ordi nance or resolution certified to the court.
Section 2912. Laying Qut; Altering; Vacating.--Roads formng
or intended to forma continuous highway fromone county to
anot her, which cross a river, creek or rivulet formng a
boundary |ine between said counties, may be laid out or altered
or vacated in the manner provided in the case of other roads[,
except that the court of quarter sessions of each county shal
appoint three viewers and that a report as aforesaid shall be
made to each court respectively, and that each court shal
ot herwi se have and exercise concurrent jurisdiction therein].
Section 2931. Inprovenment on Order of Court of [Quarter

Sessions] Common Pleas.--(a) In all cases in which it shall be

found inpossible to enter into such contracts or agreenents, or
where either the city or borough and the township or the county
in which such township is situated shall refuse to enter into
such contract or agreenent, either the nunicipality or the
county or township may present its petition to the court of

[quarter sessions] comon pleas of either county setting forth

the facts and circunstances, including the condition of the road
fromwhi ch the necessity and desirability for the grading,

cur bi ng, macadam zi ng or paving of the roadway appears, and the
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estimated cost thereof, and that the terns of such contract
cannot be agreed upon by the municipality and county or

townshi p, or either or any of them or that either such
muni ci pality or the county or township or any of themrefuses to
enter into such contract.

* x *

Section 37. Section 2932 of the act is repeal ed.

Section 38. Sections 2940(a) and 2942 of the act are anmended
to read:

Section 2940. Laying Qut Detours Wen County Road is
Closed.--(a) Except in the case of energency wherein the safety
of the public would be endangered, no county road shall be
closed to vehicular traffic except upon order of the county
conmm ssioners, nor for a longer period than is necessary for the
pur pose for which such order is issued. Except for tenporary
energency police neasures wherein the safety of the public would
be endangered if it were not tenporarily closed, no county road
shall be closed to vehicular traffic when the same has been
designated as a detour by the Departnent of [H ghways of the

Commonweal th] Transportation unless the witten consent of the

Depart ment of [H ghways] Transportation has first been obtai ned,

or unless the county conm ssioners having jurisdiction over said
road shall, by resolution, declare such closing necessary for
the protection of the public safety.

* x *

Section 2942. Fines and Danmges.--(a) Any person who shal
wilfully renove, deface, destroy or disregard any barricade,
I ight, danger sign, detour sign or warning of any character
what soever, erected or placed under authority of section 2940 of

this act, or who shall drive on, over or across any road which
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has been cl osed by proper authority, shall[, upon conviction
thereof in a summary proceedi ng before a nmagi strate, al derman or
justice of the peace, be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess
than twenty-five dollars ($25) nor nore than one hundred dollars
($100) and the cost of prosecution, and in default of the
paynent thereof, shall be inprisoned one day for each dollar of

fine and costs unpaid] be convicted of a sunmary offense:

Provi ded, however, That persons who have no outlet due to the
closing of a road nmay drive on, over or across such road, with
the consent in witing of and subject to such conditions as nmay
be prescribed by the county comm ssioners responsible for the
closing, or their agents or contractors, w thout being subject
to the fines inposed by this section.

(b) In addition to the fines herein provided, the county
conmmi ssi oners responsi ble for the maintenance of a road which
has been closed to vehicular traffic, or their agents or
contractors, may, in an action at |aw, recover danmages from any
person or persons who have danmaged a road when it is closed to
vehicular traffic.

(c) Al fines collected under the provisions of this section
shall be paid [by the officer receiving the same to the
treasurer of the boroughs, towns or townships in which the

of fenses shall have been conmtted] to the county treasurer for

the general fund use of the county.

Section 39. Sections 2950, 2951, 2952 and 2953 of the act
are repeal ed.

Section 40. Sections 2954(b) and 3053 of the act are anmended
to read:

Section 2954. Penalty for Destroying, Et Cetera, |ndex

Boards.--* * *
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(b) Any person violating the provisions of this section
shal | [, upon summary conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of
not |less than ten dollars ($10) nor nore than twenty-five
dollars ($25) with all costs of prosecution, together with the
val ue of such sign so destroyed, renoved or defaced. In default
of payment of said fine, costs and expenses, such person shal
undergo an inprisonnment for a period of not Iess than five (5)

nor nmore than sixty (60) days] be convicted of a sunmary

offense, and in addition to other fines and penalties provi ded

by law, nay be required to provide rei nbursenent for the val ue

of such sign so destroyed.

Section 3053. Sale of Unused G ounds.--1f, for a period of
five years, no public use of said real estate as contenpl ated by
the grant to the county is nmade, the county conmm ssioners shal
have power to sell such real estate [on petition to the court of
common pl eas, as provided by law, for the sale of county
property].

SECTI ON 41. SECTION 3101-B(B) OF THE ACT, ADDED DECEMBER 22, <—
1993 (P.L.529, NO 77), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 3101-B. FI NDI NGS AND DECLARATI ON CF PQOLI CY.--* * *

(B) IT 1S HEREBY DECLARED TO BE THE POLICY OF TH S
COVONVEALTH TO PROMOTE THE HEALTH, WELFARE AND QUALI TY OF LI FE
OF THE C TI ZENS OF SOUTHWESTERN PENNSYLVANI A BY ENSURI NG THE

CONTI NUED AVAI LABILITY OF THE REG ON' S ASSETS AND THEREBY TO

ENHANCE [ ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT AND] EMPLOYMENT AND TAX RELI EF I'N

THE REG ON BY AUTHORI ZI NG THE CREATI ON OF THE ALLEGHENY REG ONAL
ASSET DI STRICT AS A SPECI AL PURPOSE AREAW DE UNI T OF GOVERNVENT.

SECTI ON 42. SECTION 3171-B OF THE ACT, AMENDED COR ADDED
DECEMBER 22, 1993 (P.L.529, NO 77) AND OCTOBER 30, 2000
(P.L.616, NO 85), IS AMENDED TO READ:
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SECTI ON 3171-B. TAX RELI EF AND USE CF DI SBURSEMENTS. - - (A)

(1) THE COUNTY AND THE CI TY SHALL UTILI ZE THE DI SBURSEMENTS
RECEI VED FROM THE STATE TREASURER UNDER SECTI ON 3157-B(B) IN THE
FI RST FULL CALENDAR YEAR I N VWHI CH THE DI SBURSEMENTS ARE RECEI VED
FOR THE REDUCTI ON OF LOCAL TAXES.

(2) EFFECTI VE JANUARY 1 OF THE FI RST FULL CALENDAR YEAR I N
VHI CH DI SBURSEMENTS ARE RECEI VED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 3157-B(B),
THE COUNTY AND THE CI TY SHALL REPEAL ANY TAX | MPOSED UPON
PERSONAL PROPERTY.

(3) EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1 OF THE FI RST FULL CALENDAR YEAR I N
VHI CH DI SBURSEMENTS ARE RECEI VED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 3157-B(B),
THE CI TY SHALL REDUCE TO AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED FI VE PER CENTUM
(599 THE TAX ON ADM SSI ONS TO PLACES OF AMUSEMENT, ATHLETIC
EVENTS AND THE LI KE AND ON MOTI ON PI CTURE THEATERS.

(3.1) NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF ANY OTHER ACT, THE

CTY SHALL USE TWO- THI RDS OF THE NONRESI DENT SPORTS FACILITY

USACGE FEE COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THE ACT OF DECEMBER 31, 1965

(P.L.1257, NO.511), KNOWN AS "THE LOCAL TAX ENABLI NG ACT," TO

REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF TAX ON ADM SSI ONS TO PLACES OF AMUSEMENT

THAT ARE | NVOLVED W TH PERFORM NG ARTS FOR WHI CH THE NET

PROCEEDS THEREFROM | NURE TO THE BENEFI T _OF AN [ NSTI TUTI ON OF

PURELY PUBLIC CHARITY. I N REDUCI NG THE RATE OF THE TAX PURSUANT

TO TH S PROVISION, THE G TY SHALL NOT ESTABLI SH A RATE THAT

EXCEEDS TWO AND ONE- HALF PER CENTUM (2.5% . IF THE G TY CANNOT

| MPOSE AND COLLECT A NONRESI DENT SPORTS FACI LI TY USAGE FEE

PURSUANT TO "THE LOCAL TAX ENABLING ACT," THE G TY SHALL NOT

ESTABLI SH A RATE THAT EXCEEDS FI VE PER CENTUM (5% .

(4) THE COUNTY AND THE CI TY SHALL UTILIZE ALL OR A PCORTI ON
OF REVENUES RENAI NI NG FROM DI SBURSEMENTS RECElI VED PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON 3157-B(B) AFTER REDUCI NG TAXES AS PROVI DED BY CLAUSES
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(1) AND (2) FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) PROGRAMS UNDER THE ACT OF DECEMBER 13, 1988 (P.L. 1190,
NO. 146), KNOWN AS THE "FI RST AND SECOND CLASS COUNTY PROPERTY
TAX RELI EF ACT";

(11) A PROGRAM FOR PROPERTY TAX REBATE OR RENT REBATE I N
LI EU OF PROPERTY TAXES MODELED BY THE COUNTY OR Cl TY AFTER THE
ACT OF MARCH 11, 1971 (P.L.104, NO.3), KNOAN AS THE "SENI OR
Cl TI ZENS REBATE AND ASSI STANCE ACT," FOR LONGTI ME OWKNER-
OCCUPANTS OF PERSONAL RESI DENCES. PROPERTY ELI G BLE FOR TAX
RELI EF UNDER TH' S CLAUSE SHALL BE LI M TED TO A PRI MARY PERSONAL
RES| DENCE OMNED BY A SI NGLE PERSON AGE 62 OR OLDER OR BY MARRI ED
PERSONS | F EI THER SPOUSE |'S 62 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TAX RELIEF
PROVI DED PURSUANT TO THI'S CLAUSE SHALL BE LIM TED TO PERSONS
WHOSE | NCOVE AS DEFI NED UNDER THE ACT OF MARCH 11, 1971
(P.L.104, NO.3), KNOWN AS THE "SEN OR Cl TI ZENS REBATE AND
ASS| STANCE ACT," DOES NOT EXCEED TVENTY- FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS
($25,000); OR

(I11) A PROGRAM FOR PROPERTY TAX REBATE OR RENT REBATE I N
LI EU OF PROPERTY TAXES MODELED BY THE COUNTY OR Cl TY AFTER THE
"SENI OR Cl TI ZENS REBATE AND ASS| STANCE ACT" FOR LONGTI ME OANER-
OCCUPANTS OF PERSONAL RESI DENCES. PROPERTY ELI G BLE FOR TAX
RELI EF UNDER TH' S CLAUSE SHALL BE LIM TED TO A PRI MARY PERSONAL
RES| DENCE OMNED BY A SI NGLE PERSON AGE 60 OR OLDER OR BY MARRI ED
PERSONS | F El THER SPOUSE |'S 60 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TAX RELIEF
PROVI DED PURSUANT TO THI'S CLAUSE SHALL BE LI M TED TO PERSONS
WHOSE | NCOVE AS DEFI NED UNDER THE "SENI OR Cl TI ZENS REBATE AND
ASS|I STANCE ACT" DOES NOT EXCEED THI RTY THOUSAND DOLLARS
($30, 000) .
FOR PURPOSES OF THI S CLAUSE, "LONGTI ME OANER- OCCUPANT" SHALL
MEAN ANY PERSON WHO FOR AT LEAST TEN CONTI NUOUS YEARS HAS OWKNED
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AND HAS OCCUPI ED A DWELLI NG PLACE W THI N THE COUNTY AS A

PRI NCI PAL RESI DENCE AND DOM CI LE, OR ANY PERSON WHO FOR AT LEAST
FI VE YEARS HAS OMNED AND OCCUPI ED A DVWELLI NG W THI N THE COUNTY
AS A PRI NClI PAL RESI DENCE AND DOM CI LE | F THAT PERSON RECEI VED
ASSI STANCE | N THE ACQUI SI TI ON OF THE PROPERTY AS PART OF A
GOVERNMVENT OR NONPROFI T HOUSI NG PROGRAM

(5) THE COUNTY MAY ESTABLI SH | NSTALLMENT PAYMENT PROGRAMS
FOR PAYMENT OF THE PROPERTY TAXES BY TAXPAYERS WHO PARTI CI PATE
I N COUNTY PROGRAMS PURSUANT TO CLAUSE (4). OF PROGRAMS FOR REAL
PROPERTY TAX RELI EF AS PROVI DED BY SUBSECTI ON (A) (4).

(B) (1) MJNICIPALITIES OTHER THAN THE COUNTY AND THE CI TY
SHALL UTI LI ZE AT LEAST TWO- THI RDS OF THE DI SBURSEMENTS RECEI VED
UNDER SECTI ON 3157-B(B) [IN THE FI RST FULL CALENDAR YEAR I N
VH CH THE DI SBURSEMENTS ARE RECEI VED] FOR THE REDUCTI ON OF LOCAL
TAXES.

(2) MJUNICIPALI TI ES OTHER THAN THE COUNTY AND THE CI TY SHALL
UTI LI ZE ALL OR A PORTI ON OF DI SBURSEMENTS RECEI VED FOR THE
PURPOSE OF REDUCI NG LOCAL TAXES FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
PROGRAMS FOR REAL PROPERTY TAX RELI EF. _SUCH PROGRAMS NAY CONSI ST

OF A _PROGRAM AS PROVI DED BY SUBSECTI ON (A)(4)[.], A PROGRAM FOR

PROPERTY TAX REBATE OR RENT REBATE IN LI EU OF PROPERTY TAXES

MODELED AFTER THE "SENI OR C TI ZENS REBATE AND ASSI STANCE ACT," A

REDUCTI ON I N THE M LLAGE RATE ACROSS ALL PROPERTIES OR A

COVBI NATI ON OF_ THE FOREGO NG

(3) MUNICIPALITIES I N COUNTI ES OF THE SECOND CLASS, OTHER
THAN THE COUNTY AND THE CI TY, WH CH DO NOT | MPOSE A TAX UPON
PERSONAL PROPERTY ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S AMENDATORY ACT
ARE PRCHI Bl TED FROM | MPCSI NG SUCH A TAX THEREAFTER.

(O NOMINCPALITY OR CITY MAY USE DI SBURSEMENTS RECEI VED

FOR THE PURPOSE OF SECURI NG THE BONDS OF A MUNI CI PAL_ AUTHORI TY
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1 OR MAY ALLOW DI SBURSEMVENTS RECEI VED TO BE CONTROLLED OR

2 DI STRIBUTED BY AN ENTITY OTHER THAN THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF THE

3 MNC PALITY.

4 SECTI ON 43. SECTION 3173-B OF THE ACT | S REPEALED.

5 SECTI ON 44. THE ADDI TI ON OF SECTION 3171-B(A)(3.1) OF THE

6 ACT SHALL APPLY TO TAXES LEVI ED FOR TAX YEARS COMMVENCI NG ON OR

7 AFTER JANUARY 1, 2006, UPON ENACTMENT OF A NONRESI DENT SPORTS

8 FACILITY USAGE FEE UNDER THE ACT OF DECEMBER 31, 1965 (P.L.1257,

9 NO 511), KNOMWN AS THE LOCAL TAX ENABLI NG ACT.
10 Seetton—4t—TFhi-s—act—shal—take—effect—in-60-days— <—
11 SECTI ON 45. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 60 DAYS. <—
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