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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 609 %%

| NTRODUCED BY KI RKLAND, WATERS, THOVAS, BELFANTI, COY, CRUZ,
FLI CK, HORSEY, JAMES, STURLA, TIGUE AND YOUNGBLOOD,
MARCH 3, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 3, 2003
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for technology training for
pr of essi onal enpl oyees; and maki ng an appropriation.

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE XII-B.

TECHNOLOGY TRAI NI NG FOR PROFESS|I ONAL EMPLOYEES

Secti on 1201- B. Est abl i shnent of program

The Technol ogy Trai ni ng for Professi onal Enpl oyees Programi s

established in the Departnent of Educati on. The program shal

provide grants to school districts and charter schools to hel p

bui |l d technol ogy skills of professional enpl oyees, as defi ned by

section 1101, throughout Pennsyl vani a. The program shal

enphasi ze teachi ng technol ogy skills to professional enpl oyees

that will assist themin providi ng an enhanced | earni ng
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envi ronnent for children.

Secti on 1202- B. Eligibility reqguirenents.

(a) Eligible school districts and charter school s. --Any

school district receiving basic educati on fundi ng through the

CGCeneral Appropriation Act of the prior fiscal year or charter

school approved by the Departnent of Education in this

Commpnweal th shall be eligible, upon application, to participate

in the Technol ogy Trai ni ng for Professional Enpl oyees Program

(b) Application.--The Departnent of Educati on shal

establi sh an annual application procedure through which eligible

school districts or charter schools nmay apply on an annual basis

for grants established under this article.

(c) Reapplication.--Any eligible school district or charter

school may reapply for Technol ogy Traini ng for Professi onal

Enpl oyees program grants each fiscal year

Secti on 1203- B. Program r equi r enent s.

(a) Eligible school districts and charter schools.--Eliqgible

school districts and charter schools may apply for grants as

prescri bed by the applicati on procedure established by the

Depart nent of Education. The application nmust contain the

(1) A proposal that expl ains how the school district or

charter school will utilize funding received fromthe

Technol ogy Trai ni ng for Professi onal Enpl oyees Program

(2) Ildentification of professional enployees with the

great est need for enhancenent of technol ogy skills.

(3) Methods of current technol ogy skills training or

enhancenent for professi onal enpl oyees.

(4) Plan for integration of current nethods of

t echnol ogy skills training for professional enpl oyees.
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1 (5) A nulti-year plan that shows how the school district
2 or _charter school w |l assune full financial and progranmatic
3 responsibility for the Technol ogy Training for Professional

4 Enpl oyees program at the conclusion of the grant period.

5 (6) The estimated budget for each specific program

6 activity.

7 Section 1204-B. Criteria for awarding grants.

8 G ants established and funded under this article shall be

9 awarded to eligible school districts or charter schools

10 conplying with the application procedure and program

11 requirenents according to the fornula established under the

12 Federal Schools and Libraries Universal Service Fund, popularly
13 known as the "E-Rate," created as part of the Tel econmuni cati ons
14 Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-104, 110 Stat. 56).

15 Section 1205-B. Technical assistance and nonitoring.

16 The Departnent of Education shall provide technical

17 assistance and establish nethods to ensure the quality of the
18 programreceiving a grant, including program nonitoring and

19 onsite visitation.
20 Section 1206-B. Reports.
21 (a) Program and fiscal reports.--A school district or
22 charter school participating in the Technol ogy Training for
23 Professional Enployees program shall provide program and fiscal
24 reports as required by the Departnent of Education.
25 (b) Subm ssion of reports.--The Departnent of Education
26 shall submt a report on the status of the Technol ogy Training
27 for Professional Enployees program by Decenber 31 of each year
28 to the chairman and the mnority chairman of the Education
29 Conmittee of the Senate and the chairman and the mnority

30 chairman of the Education Conmittee of the House of

20030H0609B0711 - 3 -



1 Representatives.

2 Section 1207-B. Fundi ng.

3 For fiscal year 2003-2004, the sum of $10, 000,000 is

4 appropriated to the Technol ogy Training for Professional

5 Enployees Program as established by this act. The General

6 Assenbly shall annually include in the appropriation to the

7 Departnent of Education in the General Appropriation Act an

8 appropriation fromthe General Fund in an anount sufficient to
9 neke grants pursuant to this act.

10 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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