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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 408 %

| NTRODUCED BY DALLY, BAKER, BALDW N, BARD, BASTI AN, BEBKO- JONES,
BELARDI, BELFANTI, BROME, BUXTON, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CAWEY,
Cl VERA, CLYMER, COSTA, COY, CREIGHTON, CRUZ, CURRY, DeLUCA
DeVWEESE, J. EVANS, FAI RCHI LD, FEESE, FLEAGLE, FLICK, FORCI ER
FREEMAN, GEI ST, GEORGE, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOODVAN,
GORDNER, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, HARRI S, HASAY, HENNESSEY,
HERVAN, HERSHEY, HESS, HORSEY, HUTCHI NSON, KELLER, KI RKLAND,
KOTl K, LAUGHLIN, LEH LEWS, MAHER MAJOR, MANN, MARKOSEK,
MARSI CO, McCALL, McGEEHAN, MG LL, Ml LHATTAN, MELI G,
R MLLER S. MLLER MERS, NAILOR O NEILL, PALLONE, PAYNE
PETRARCA, PHI LLIPS, PISTELLA, READSHAW ROBERTS, ROCSS,
RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SCHRCODER
SCRI MENTI, SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STABACK, R STEVENSON
SURRA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, TIGUE, TRAVAGLI O WALKQO
WANSACZ, WATSON, WOINARCSKI, YEWCI C, YOUNGBLOOD AND ZUG
FEBRUARY 24, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, FEBRUARY 24, 2003
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AN ACT
Establ i shing a grant programfor fire conpanies to purchase or
receive rei nbursenent for the cost of thernmal imging
caneras; providing for the powers and duties of the Ofice of
the State Fire Conm ssioner; and maki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Fire Conpany
Thermal | magi ng Canmera Grant Program Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
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have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Fire conpany.” A nunicipal fire departnment or vol unteer
fire departnment which provides fire protection services within
t hi s Commonweal t h.

"Office." The Ofice of the State Fire Conm ssioner wthin
t he Pennsyl vani a Emer gency Managenent Agency.

"Thermal imaging canera.” A hand-held or hel net-nounted
canera that uses a thermal imaging systemin order for a person
to view objects through snoke or darkness and that confornms to
speci fications approved by the Ofice of the State Fire
Conmmi ssioner, in consultation with fire conpanies.

Section 3. Thernmal imging canmera grant program

(a) Authorization.--The office shall adm nister a thernal
i magi ng canmera grant program under which grants shall be made
avai lable to fire conmpanies that apply for financial assistance
for:

(1) the purchase of thermal inmaging caneras; or

(2) the reinbursenent of the cost of thernmal imging
caneras for which the fire conpani es expended public funds
ot her than State funds.

(b) Grant amounts.--A grant awarded under this act shall not
exceed $5, 000.

(c) Gant application and agreenent. --

(1) In order to receive a grant under this act, a fire
conpany nust file an application, on a form prescribed by the
of fice, and nust execute a grant agreenent with the office.

(2) The grant agreenent shall provide that if the grant
is for the purchase of a thermal imaging canera, the fire

conpany will use the grant noneys to purchase the canera
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under the Statew de contract described in subsection (d).

(d) Statew de contract. --

(1) The office shall solicit conpetitive bids and shal
award a contract to the | owest responsible bidder for thernal
i mgi ng canmeras. The contract shall provide that the price
will be offered to any fire conpany that receives a grant
under this act and that seeks to purchase a thermal inaging
camera with the grant.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (c)(2), no fire
conpany shall be required to purchase a thermal inaging
canera fromthe Statew de contract entered into in accordance
with this subsection.

(e) WMatching funds.--The office may, in its discretion,
require that as a condition of receiving a grant under this act
a fire conmpany provide matching funds, other than State noneys,
of an amount up to, but not in excess of, the grant anount
sought in the application. The anount of matching funds required
by the office shall be the sane regardl ess of whether the fire
conpany seeks the grant for either the purchase or reinbursenent
for the cost of a thermal inmaging canera.

Section 4. Rules and regul ations.

The office shall prescribe such rules and regul ations as are
necessary or convenient for the inplenmentation of this act.
Section 5. Appropriation.

The sum of $12,500,000 is hereby appropriated to the Ofice
of the State Fire Comm ssioner for the fiscal year July 1, 2003,
to June 30, 2004, to award i maging canera grants under this act.
Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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