PRINTER S NO. 297

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 259 5

| NTRODUCED BY MARKOSEK, CAPPELLI, BUNT, KOTIK, WLT, WALKQG,
HENNESSEY, HERVAN, M| LHATTAN, SHANER, GEI ST, HALUSKA, SURRA,
BALDW N AND R. STEVENSQON, FEBRUARY 12, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TOURI SM AND RECREATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT,
FEBRUARY 12, 2003

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 27, 1996 (P.L.403, No.58), entitled "An
act to enhance comrunity and econoni c devel opnent in this
Commonweal th by restructuring certain admnistrative
functions and entities; changing the nane of the Departnment
of Conmerce to the Departnent of Community and Economi c
Devel opnent; transferring functions of the Departnent of
Community Affairs into the Department of Comrunity and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent and ot her agencies; providing for a
Deputy Secretary for Community Affairs and Devel opnent in the
Department of Community and Econom c Devel opnent;
establishing the Center for Local Governnent Services and the
Local Governnment Advisory Conmittee; establishing the Snal
Busi ness Advocacy Council; conferring powers and duties on
the Legi sl ative Reference Bureau; and meking repeals,”
establishing a programto pronote outdoor tourismin
Pennsyl vania and the Ofice of Qutdoor Tourism and making an
appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 27, 1996 (P.L.403, No.58), known
as the Community and Econom c Devel opnent Enhancenent Act, is
anended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 307. Pronoti on of outdoor tourism

(a) GCeneral rule.--1n addition to any powers and duti es




1 wunder the act of April 28, 1961 (P.L.111, No.50), known as the

2 Tourist Pronotion Law, the departnent shall devel op, inplenent

3 and adnminister a programto pronote outdoor tourismin

4 Pennsylvania by attracting out-of-State residents and retaining
5 Pennsylvania residents with specific enphasis on hunting,

6 fishing, wildlife watching and other areas of ecotourism

7 (b) Ofice established.--There is hereby established w thin
8 the departnent, an Ofice of Qutdoor Tourismto admnister the

9 program devel oped under subsection (a).

10 (c) Annual reports.--No |later than February 28, 2005, and

11 annually thereafter before February 28, the director of the

12 Ofice of Qutdoor Tourismshall present a report at a joint

13 neeting of the Tourism and Recreational Devel opnent Connittee

14 and the Gane and Fisheries Connittee of the House of

15 Representatives which details the Conmpnwealth's tourism and

16 marketing effort with specific focus on all aspects of

17 ecotourism including hunting, fishing and wildlife watching.

18 Section 2. The sum of $500, 000, or as much thereof as may be
19 necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Comunity
20 and Econom c Devel opnent for the fiscal year July 1, 2003, to
21 June 30, 2004, for the establishnent and operation of the Ofice
22 of Qutdoor Tourism
23 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003, or
24 inmmedi ately, whichever occurs |ater.
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