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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 102 5

| NTRODUCED BY MARKOSEK, THOVAS, YOUNGBLOOD, HERVAN, READSHAW
SHANER, CAWLEY, LESCOVI TZ, WATSON, NAILOR, DeWEESE, CLYMER,
BUNT, CRAHALLA, RUFFI NG CEORGE, Tl GUE, FAI RCH LD
Mel LHATTAN, LEVDANSKY, EACHUS, BELARDI, BEBKO-JONES, DERMODY
WOINARGCSKI , LAUGHLI N, HUTCHI NSQN, SOLOBAY, TRAVAGLI O
FLEAGLE, BELFANTI, TANGRETTI, DALEY, HARHAI, MJNDY, BARD
CURRY, CORRI GAN, BALDW N, CRUCELA, MCGEEHAN, PETRONE,
MACKERETH, PALLONE, HORSEY, BROWNE, FREEMAN, R STEVENSON
COSTA, ROBERTS, SCRI MENTI AND WANSACZ, FEBRUARY 3, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, FEBRUARY 3, 2003
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 22, 2000 (P.L.477, No.66), entitled "An
act establishing a grant program for volunteer fire conpanies
and vol unt eer anbul ance services," further providing for
award of grants for reserve funds, for the Vol unteer

Ambul ance Service Grant Program and for restrictions; and

reestablishing authority for certain grants.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 303, 304, 503, 504, 701, 702, 703 and
901 of the act of June 22, 2000 (P.L.477, No.66), known as the
Vol unteer Fire Conpany and Vol unt eer Anbul ance Service G ant
Act, are anended to read:

Section 303. Award of grants.
(a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make

fire conmpany for the follow ng
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(1) Construction and/or renovation of the fire conpany's
facility and purchase or repair of fixtures and furnishings
necessary to maintain or inprove the capability of the
conpany to provide fire, anbul ance and rescue services.

(2) Repair of firefighting, anbul ance or rescue
equi pnent or purchase thereof.

(3) Debt reduction associated with paragraph (1) or (2).
(b) Limts.--

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (3)[,]:

(i) In the 2002-2003 fiscal year, grants shall be

not | ess than $2,500 and not nore than $15, 000 per
vol unteer fire conpany.

(ii) Beginning in the 2003-2004 fiscal year, and in

every fiscal year thereafter, grants shall be $15, 000 per

vol unteer fire conpany.

(2) Gants shall be awarded on a pro rata basis if the
total dollar amount of approved applications exceeds the
amount of funds allocated in section 701.

(3) In amunicipality where there are two or nore
vol unteer fire conpanies and if two or nore fire conpanies
consolidated their use of equipnent, firefighters and
services between [July 1, 1998, and the date of enactnent of

this act, each entity fromwhich] July 1, 2002, and June 30,

2008, the consolidated entity [was created] will be eligible
for a grant [as though it had not consolidated] which is

equal to the total anpbunt of grant noney each entity woul d be

entitled to receive.

(c) Tinme for filing application and departnment action.--
(1) The agency shall provide applications for grants

under this act to the fire chief and president of every
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1 vol unteer fire conpany in this Comonwealth on or before July
2 [7, 2000] 1.

3 (2) Volunteer fire conpani es seeking grants under this
4 act shall submt conpleted applications to the agency on or

5 bef ore Septenber 1[, 2000]. The agency shall act to approve
6 or di sapprove the application by Cctober [4, 2000] 10.

7 Appl i cati ons which have not been approved or di sapproved by
8 t he agency by COctober [4, 2000,] 10 shall be deened approved.
9 (3) Applications submtted after the Septenber 1],

10 2000,] deadline shall be accepted by the agency, and grants
11 may be awarded at the discretion of the agency fromthe

12 reserve fund set aside under section 304.

13 (d) Eligibility.--To receive grant funds under this act, a
14 volunteer fire conmpany shall have actively responded to one or
15 nore fire energencies since July 1[, 1999] of the preceding

16 year.

17 Section 304. Reserve funds.

18 (1) The agency shall reserve an amount not to exceed 3%
19 of the funds allocated in section 701 for the grant program
20 establ i shed under this chapter for the purposes of awarding
21 grants to volunteer fire conpanies that submt applications
22 after Septenber 1, 2000, that would have ot herw se been
23 eligible for and been awarded a grant under the grant
24 program In the fiscal year 2002-2003 and in every fiscal
25 year thereafter, the agency shall reserve an anbunt not to
26 exceed 3% of the funds allocated in section 701 for the grant
27 program for the purposes of awarding grants to volunteer fire
28 conpanies that submt applications after Septenber 1 of the
29 current fiscal year, that would have otherw se been eligible
30 for and had been awarded a grant under the grant program
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1 (2) No volunteer fire conpany nmay receive a grant from
2 reserve funds in an anmount greater than the amount that it

3 woul d have received had it applied in a tinely manner.

4 Section 503. Award of grants.

5 (a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
6 [a one-tine] one grant award per year to each eligible vol unteer
7 anbul ance service for the foll ow ng:

8 (1) Construction and/ or renovation of the vol unteer

9 anbul ance service's facility and purchase or repair of

10 fixtures and furni shings necessary to maintain or inprove the
11 capability of the anmbul ance service to provide anbul ance,

12 energency nedical, basic |ife support and advanced life

13 support servi ces.

14 (2) Repair of anbul ance equi prment or purchase thereof.
15 (3) Debt reduction associated with paragraph (1) or (2).
16 (b) Limts.--

17 (1) [Gants] Except as provided in paragraph (3):

18 (i) In the 2002-2003 fiscal year, grants shall be
19 not | ess than $2,500 and not nore than $10, 000 per
20 vol unt eer anbul ance service.
21 (ii) Beginning in the 2003-2004 fiscal year and in
22 every fiscal year thereafter, grants shall be $2,500 per
23 vol unt eer anbul ance servi ce.
24 (2) Gants shall be awarded on a pro rata basis if the
25 total dollar amount of approved applications exceeds the
26 amount of funds allocated in section 702.
27 (c) Tinme for filing application and departnent action.--
28 (1) The agency shall provide applications for grants
29 under this act to the president of every vol unteer anbul ance
30 service in this Coomonweal th on or before July [7, 2000] 1.
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1 (2) Vol unteer anbul ance services seeking grants under

2 this chapter shall submt conpleted applications to the

3 agency on or before Septenber 1[, 2000]. The agency shall act
4 to approve or disapprove the application by Cctober [4, 2000]
5 10. Applications which have not been approved or di sapproved
6 by the agency by Cctober [4, 2000,] 10 shall be deened

7 approved.

8 (3) Applications submtted after the Septenber 1],

9 2000,] deadline shall be accepted by the agency, and grants
10 may be awarded at the discretion of the agency fromthe

11 reserve fund set aside under section 504.

12 Section 504. Reserve funds.

13 (1) The agency shall reserve an anmount not to exceed 3%
14 of the funds allocated in section 702 for the grant program
15 establ i shed under this chapter for the purposes of awarding
16 grants to vol unteer anbul ance services that submt

17 applications after Septenber 1, 2000, that would have

18 ot herwi se been eligible for and been awarded a grant under

19 the grant program In the fiscal year 2003-2004, and in every
20 fiscal year thereafter, the agency shall reserve an anount
21 not to _exceed 3% of the funds allocated in section 701 for
22 the grant program for the purposes of awarding grants to
23 vol unt eer anbul ance services that subnmt applications after
24 Septenber 1 of the current fiscal year, that would have
25 ot herwi se been eligible for and had been awarded a_ grant
26 under the grant program
27 (2) No volunteer anbul ance service may receive a grant
28 fromreserve funds in an anount greater than the anount that
29 it would have received had it applied in a tinely manner.

30 Section 701. Volunteer Fire Conmpany G ant Program
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(a) Appropriation for fiscal year 2002-2003.--The sum of

$22, 000, 000, or as much thereof as may be necessary, of the
anount appropriated in section 225 of the act of [My 24, 2000
(P.L. , No. 21A), known as the Ceneral Appropriation Act of
2000] June 29, 2002 (P.L. , No.7A), known as the Ceneral

Appropriation Act of 2002, to the Pennsyl vani a Energency
Managenent Agency is allocated for the purpose of nmaking grants
to eligible volunteer fire conpani es pursuant to Chapter 3[.] in

fiscal year 2002-2003.

(b)Y Appropriation for fiscal year 2003-2004.--The sum of

$33, 000, 000 of the anpunt appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a

Ener gency Managenent Agency is all ocated for the purpose of

maki ng grants to eliqgible volunteer fire conpani es pursuant to

Chapter 3 in fiscal year 2003-2004.

(c) Ongoing appropriations.--In fiscal year 2004-2005 and in

every fiscal year thereafter, the General Assenbly shal

appropriate funds to pay volunteer fire conpany dgrants under

Section 702. Vol unteer Anbul ance Service G ant Program

(a) Appropriation for fiscal year 2002-2003.--The sum of

$3, 000, 000, or as nuch thereof as may be necessary, of the
anount appropriated in section 225 of the act of [My 24, 2000
(P.L. , No. 21A), known as the Ceneral Appropriation Act of
2000] June 29, 2002 (P.L. , No. 7A), known as the General

Appropriation Act of 2002, to the Pennsyl vani a Energency

Managenent Agency is allocated for the purpose of nmaking grants

to eligible volunteer anmbul ance services pursuant to Chapter

5[.] in fiscal year 2002-2003.
(b) Appropriation for fiscal year 2003-2004.--The sum of

$3, 750, 000 of the anpunt appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a
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Ener gency Managenent Agency is all ocated for the purpose of

maki ng grants to eliqgi ble vol unteer anbul ance servi ces pursuant

to Chapter 5 in fiscal year 2003-2004.

(c) Ongoing appropriations.--In fiscal year 2004-2005 and in

every fiscal year thereafter, the General Assenbly shal

appropri ate funds to pay vol unteer anbul ance service grants

under this act.

Section 703. Restriction.
No noneys fromthe appropriation for grants to volunteer fire
conpani es and vol unt eer anbul ance conpani es authorized [in]

under section 225 of the act of [May 24, 2000 (P.L. , No.

21A), known as the General Appropriation Act of 2000] June 29,

2002 (P.L. ., No.7A), known as the General Appropriation Act of

2002, shall be used for expenses or costs incurred by the agency
for the admi nistration of the grant prograns authorized under

Chapters 3 and 5[.] in fiscal year 2002-2003, nor shall any

noneys fromthe appropriation for grants to volunteer fire

conpani es and vol unteer anbul ance servi ces authori zed under this

act be used for these expenses or costs.

[ Section 901. Expiration of authority.

The authority of the agency to award grants under Chapters 3
and 5 shall expire June 30, 2001.]

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 901. 1. Reest abl i shnent of authority.

The authority of the agency to award grants under Chapters 3

and 5 is reestablished on the effective date of this section.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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