PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2223 PRINTER S NO. 2300

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 2068 %%

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, KITCHEN, COSTA, TARTAGLI ONE, HELFRI CK,
LEMMOND, SCHWARTZ, C. WLLIAMS, MJRPHY, BODACK, GREENLEAF,
A, WLLIAMS AND CONTI, SEPTEMBER 20, 2002

AMVENDED, OCTOBER 8, 2002
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Governnent Conmi ssion to study whether
THE LEVEL OF REPRESENTATI ON OF M NORI TI ES | N COVPARI SON TO
THE GENERAL POPULATI ON OF THE RESPECTI VE COUNTIES I N THE JURY
POOLI NG PROCESS FOR crim nal proceedi ngs across this
Commonweal th, including the reasons therefor, AND THE AMOUNT

OF COVPENSATI ON FOR JURORS, and to report its findings AND
MAKE AMELI ORATI VE RECOMMVENDATI ONS to the CGeneral Assenbly.
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WHEREAS, THE JURY POOLI NG PROCESS RELI ES UPON OUTDATED JURY

POOLI NG | NFORVATI ONAL RESOURCES AND COVPENSATI ON SCHEDULE; AND

WHEREAS, A JURY POCL IS TO REPRESENT A CROSS SECTI ON OF THE
COMMUNI TY AND THE EXI STI NG PROCESS MAY | NTERFERE W TH THE
ASSEMBLY OF PEERS FOR THE JURY POQOL; AND
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WHEREAS, RECENT EVI DENCE HAS COVE TO LI GHT | NDI CATI NG THAT
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THE JURY POOL SELECTI ON SYSTEM I N CERTAIN COUNTIES | S
ANTI QUATED, | NCONSI STENT AND LI KELY TO RESULT IN M NORI TY
Cl TI ZENS BEI NG OVERLOCKED; AND

WHEREAS, According to a recent investigation by the
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, people living in white nei ghborhoods
in Al egheny County are nore than twice as likely to be called
for jury duty as residents of black communities; and

WHEREAS, An analysis of a five-nonth survey of persons who
reported for jury duty in Allegheny County reveal ed that the
county's crimnal jury roons are typically |less than 5% bl ack
whi |l e bl acks conprise 11% of the county's adult popul ation; and
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VWHEREAS, COMPENSATI ON FOR PERSONS SERVI NG AS JURORS IN THI S
COVMONVEALTH MAY BE AS A RESULT OF | NFLATI ON NO LONGER ADEQUATE;
THEREFORE BE | T

RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Joint State Government
Conmi ssi on to study whether—mnorities—are—systeraticallby
vhderrepresented THE LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION OF M NORITIES IN
COVPARI SON TO THE CGENERAL POPULATI ON OF THE RESPECTI VE COUNTI ES

in juries for crimnal proceedings across this Conmonwealth,

i ncludi ng the reasons therefor, andtereport—itsfindings—teo

the-GCeneral-Assenbly-wthin-120-days—of passage— AND | F
NECESSARY TO DETERM NE METHODS TO | MPROVE THE JURY POCLI NG

PROCESS TO ENSURE THAT THE LEVEL OF M NORI TY REPRESENTATI ON
GENERALLY REFLECTS THE PERCENTAGE OF M NORI TIES I N THE
RESPECTI VE COUNTI ES, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LI M TED TGO, | NCREASI NG
THE SOURCES OF NAMES FOR JUROR ROLLS BY USI NG TAX RECORDS
SCHOCOL CENSUS RECORDS, UPDATED ELECTI ON REG STRATI ON LI STS,
WELFARE ENROLLMENT LI STS AND OTHER SOURCES; AND BE | T FURTHER
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RESCLVED, THAT THE JO NT STATE GOVERNMENT COWM SSI ON ALSO
STUDY THE AMOUNT OF COMPENSATI ON G VEN TO JURGCRS, THE | MPACT OF
I NFLATI ON ON THE ACTUAL LEVEL OF COVPENSATI ON SINCE I T WAS LAST
ESTABLI SHED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE EFFECT OF | NADEQUATE
COVPENSATI ON, AND REPORT ALL OF I'TS FI NDI NGS TO THE GENERAL
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ASSEMBLY W THI N 120 DAYS OF PASSAGE OF THI S RESOLUTI ON.
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