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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 169 5%

| NTRODUCED BY C. W LLIAMS, O PAKE, STQUT, WAGNER, ORI E, KI TCHEN
LOGAN AND COSTA, MARCH 5, 2002

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MARCH 5, 2002
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A RESOLUTI ON
Declaring that all Pennsylvania school students have the right
to the surety that they are safe, and requesting fromthe

Depart ment of Education an accounting and eval uati on of

pr of essi onal gui dance services and aid that can be provided

to |l ocal school districts.

WHEREAS, In the wake of the tragedy of Septenber 11, 2001, in
whi ch thousands of innocent |ives were |ost, the nation searches
for answers to our children's questions and ways to allay their
fears; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania finds its school
districts dealing with tough issues in unsettled tines; and

WHEREAS, When once it was conmmonly assuned that school, next
to the home, was the safest place a child could be, incidents of
terroristic violence, including those which occurred in
Washi ngton, New York and Pennsyl vani a, have damaged this
per ception; and

WHEREAS, The limted resources of many of the Conmonwealth's

| ocal school districts are being stretched near to capacity; and

WHEREAS, School districts are finding that the services of
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pr of essi onal gui dance counsel ors are needed to aid students in
coping with and understanding terroristic violence; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Education needs to take an active
role in addressing the needs of |ocal school districts for
pr of essi onal gui dance and technical support; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate declare that all Pennsylvani a
school students and their parents have the right to the surety
that schools and cl assroons are, indeed, safe places; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Senate request fromthe Departnent of
Education a report on professional guidance counsel or services
provi ded by |ocal school districts, including services directed
to assist students in coping with and understanding terroristic
vi ol ence. This report shall also docunent needs of |ocal school
districts for professional guidance counsel or services and
Federal and State aid that can be provided to | ocal school
districts to nmeet these needs. This report is to be submtted to

the Senate by March 31, 2002.
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