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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1351 %%

I NTRODUCED BY WAUGH, O PAKE, HOLL, ERI CKSON AND BOSCCLA,
MARCH 13, 2002

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MARCH 13, 2002
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for a prototypical schoo
facility design cl earinghouse.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 732.1. Prot ot ypi cal School Facility Design

Cl eari nghouse.--(a) The Departnment of Education shall establish

a central clearinghouse of prototypical school facility desi gns

for access by any school entity that may want to use a prototype

design in the constructi on of school facilities. The Depart nent

of Education shall conpil e necessary publicati ons and a conputer

dat abase to make the i nfornmati on on prototype desi gns avail abl e

for review to school entities and the public at | arge.




1 (b) Design professionals registered in the Commonweal th nay

2 submt plans for inclusion in the conputer database that have

3 been subnmitted and approved by the Departnent of Education in

4 accordance with section 731. The original design professional of

5 record shall retain ownership of a prototype design

6 Prototypical school facility designs submtted shall include

7 information that the Departnent of Education deternmines is

8 necessary and appropriate to facilitate this section.

9 (c) The Departnent of Education shall establish a grading
10 systemto review and evaluate plans submtted pursuant to this
11 section using standards which pronote the foll ow ng:

12 (1) The use of design principles to achieve the highest

13 standards of health, safety, accessibility, environnental

14 protection and energy efficiency.

15 (2) The acadenic _and technol ogi cal needs of students.

16 (3) The use of cost-effective design and construction

17 techniques, including the use of straight-line, right-angle

18 design principles and avoiding the use of curved and

19 nonsymmetrical design.

20 (4) The use of design principles that allow for expansion of
21 school facilities to accommpdate future growh in student

22 popul ation.

23 (5) The use of durable materials in construction.

24 (6) The preservation of open space.

25 (d) The Departnent of Education shall deterni ne which school
26 design plans submtted pronote the highest standards as

27 enunerated under subsection (c) and shall classify those plans
28 as achieving high honors in school design. A school entity that
29 wutilizes, as its final plan, a high honors in school design plan

30 shall receive an additional State rei nbursenent equal to ten
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(10) per centumof the State rei nbursenent factor provided for

in section 2574.

(e) The Departnent of Education shall adopt rul es necessary

to i npl ement this section.

(f) As used in this section, the term"school entity" neans

a school district, internediate unit, area vocati onal -techni cal

school or charter school operating within this Commbnweal t h

under provisions of this act.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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