PRINTER S No. 1507

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1202 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CONTI, KUKOVI CH, KITCHEN, LAVALLE, GERLACH
M VH TE, EARLL, O PAKE, RHOADES, SCHWARTZ, MOWAERY, DENT,
KASUNI C, WAUGH AND BOSCOLA, NOVEMBER 8, 2001

REFERRED TO COVMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, NOVEMBER 8, 2001
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AN ACT
Providing for a comrercial downtown enhancenment programto be
adm ni stered by the Departnment of Conmunity and Econom c
Devel opnent .
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Main Street
Act .
Section 2. Legislative findings and purpose.
(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds as foll ows:

(1) The viability and desirability of established
comerci al downtowns in this Conmonweal th's urban areas have
been in a state of decline for nore than 50 years.

(2) Suburban sprawl has |ured businesses away from
establ i shed commerci al downt owns.

(3) Suburban sprawl has led to great |osses of val uable

farm and and open space throughout this Comobnweal t h.
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(4) WMany established commercial downtowns suffer from
deteriorating infrastructures and structural decline.

(5) Many established commercial downtowns suffer from
the adverse effects of crimnal activity.

(b) Purpose.--The purpose of this act is to establish the
programto enhance the desirability and viability of established
commer ci al downt owns through a conprehensive plan to do all of
t he foll ow ng:

(1) Address the issues of infrastructure and structural
decline in established conmrercial downtowns.

(2) Address the adverse effects of crimnal activity in
est abl i shed commerci al downt owns.

(3) Inprove the public imge of established comrerci al
downt owns.

(4) Enhance the econom c and social aspects of operating

a business in an established commercial downt own.

(5) Conpl enent adj acent residential corridors.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Community and Economi c
Devel opnent of the Commonweal t h.

"Est abl i shed commercial dowmtown." A defined geographic area
whi ch has:

(1) historically consisted of buildings and structures
constituting the community core; and

(2) existed as a conmercial downtown for at |east 40
years.

"Main Street area." The established comercial downtown of a
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muni ci pality.
“Manager." A full-tinme, professional downtown coordi nator.
“"Municipality.” A city, borough, township, county or hone
rule nmunicipality.
"Program "™ The Main Street Program established in section 4.
Section 4. Program
(a) Establishnent.--There is established a Main Street
Program The department shall adm nister the programto help a
comunity's downt own econom ¢ devel opnent effort through the
establishment of a |ocal organization dedicated to downtown
revitalization and managenent of downtown revitalization.
(b) CGuidelines.--The programshall, at a mninmm include
the foll ow ng conmponents:
(1) Five-year maxi mum Commonweal th financi al assi stance.
(2) Basic grants for adm nistrative costs associ at ed
with the hiring of a manager.
(3) Basic grants for infrastructure and structural
i nprovenents, including streets, street |lights, trees,
housi ng facades and si dewal ks or other pedestrian-oriented
features.
(4) Plans for marketing and pronoting the established
commerci al downtown within the Main Street area.
(5) Plans to |l everage additional private and public
investrment in the Main Street area.
(6) Plans to address social or econom c concerns within
the Main Street area.
(7) Plans, to the greatest extent possible, to achieve
consistency with existing revitalization efforts.
(8) An assessnent of the potential need for the

fol |l ow ng conponents:
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1 (i) The establishnent of a downtown i nprovenent

2 district as defined in the act of Decenber 20, 2000

3 (P.L.949, No.130), known as the Nei ghborhood | nprovenent
4 District Act.

5 (ii) A review of |ocal conprehensive plans and

6 zoni ng and other |and use ordinances to foster the

7 viability of the Main Street area.

8 (c) Eligibility.--Minicipalities or their designated

9 agencies nust neet the followng criteria to participate in the
10 program

11 (1) Have a clearly defined established conmerci al

12 downtown in need of a manager.

13 (2) Have denonstrated support by |ocal residents,

14 nmer chants and governnent officials.

15 (3) Have ability to provide up to a 50% match for

16 departnment grants in financial or in-kind support from other
17 public or private sources based upon departnental guidelines.
18 The departnent may wai ve matching requirenents if it

19 determ nes that the requirenents would constitute an unusual
20 hardshi p upon the nunicipality or its designated agency.
21 (d) Limts.--The departnment shall establish limts on the

22 anount of noney available to each applicant so as to distribute
23 the available funds as fairly as possible throughout this

24 Commonweal t h.

25 Section 30. Effective date.

26 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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