PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 958 PRI NTER S no. 2289

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 831 %5

| NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, FUMO, M VHI TE, LAVALLE, KUKOVI CH,
BOSCOLA, GERLACH, STACK, MADI GAN, LOGAN, LEMVOND, WOZNI AK,
SCARNATI, MJRPHY, THOWPSON, MJSTO, KI TCHEN, TARTAG.I ONE
EARLL, KASUNIC, D. VWH TE, PUNT, SCHWARTZ, HELFRI CK, WAUGH
ROBBI' NS, RHOADES AND WAGNER, MAY 2, 2001

SENATOR DENT, CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE, AS
AMVENDED, OCTOBER 8, 2002
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 6, 1980 (P.L.197, No.57), entitled "An
act regulating the licensure and practice of optonetry,
maki ng repeal s and providing penalties,” further defining
"exam nation and diagnosis" and "practice of optonetry"; and
— PROVI DI NG FOR REQUI REMENTS CONCERNI NG <—

PHARMACEUTI CAL AGENTS FOR THE TREATMENT OF GLAUCOVA AND FOR

APPROVAL OF DRUGS.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definitions of "exam nation and di agnosi s"
and "practice of optonetry"” in section 2 of the act of June 6,
1980 (P.L.197, No.57), known as the Optonetric Practice and
Li censure Act, anmended Cctober 30, 1996 (P.L.721, No.130), are
amended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the

meani ngs given to themin this section:
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"EXAM NATI ON AND DI AGNCSI S. " ANY EXAM NATI ON OR DI AGNGSTI C <—
MEANS OR METHOD COVPATI BLE W TH OPTOVETRI C EDUCATI ON AND
PROFESSI ONAL COVPETENCE. THE TERM SHALL ENCOWPASS THE USE OF
PHARMACEUTI CAL AGENTS FOR DI AGNOSTI C PURPCSES CLASSI FI ED AS
M OTl CS, MYDRI ATI CS, CYCLOPLEAQ CS, TOPI CAL ANESTHETI CS AND DYES
WHEN APPLI ED TOPI CALLY TO THE EYE, WH CH PHARMACEUTI CAL AGENTS
SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AS_PROVI DED | N

SECTI ON 4.3 AND, SUBJECT TO THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS OF THE
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1 BOARD, PROVI DED HONEVER THAT W TH RESPECT TO OPTOMVETRI STS

2 LI CENSED BEFORE MARCH 1, 1974, ONLY SUCH OPTOVETRI STS WHO HAVE
3 SATI SFACTORI LY COMPLETED A COURSE | N PHARMACOLOGY AS I T APPLI ES
4 TO OPTOVETRY, W TH PARTI CULAR EMPHASI S ON THE TOPI CAL

5 APPLI CATI ON OF DI AGNOSTI C PHARMACEUTI CAL AGENTS TO THE EYE,

6 APPROVED BY THE BOARD SHALL BE PERM TTED TO USE DI AGNOSTI C

7 PHARMACEUTI CAL AGENTS TOPI CALLY I N THE PRACTI CE OF OPTOVETRY

8 * x %

9 "PRACTI CE OF OPTOVETRY. "

10 (1) THE USE OF ANY AND ALL MEANS OR METHODS FOR THE

11 EXAM NATI ON, DI AGNOSI S AND TREATMENT OF CONDI TI ONS OF THE
12 HUVAN VI SUAL SYSTEM AND SHALL | NCLUDE THE EXAM NATI ON FOR
13 AND ADAPTI NG AND FI TTI NG OF, ANY AND ALL KI NDS AND TYPES OF
14 LENSES | NCLUDI NG CONTACT LENSES.

15 (2) THE ADM NI STRATI ON AND PRESCRI PTI ON OF LEGEND AND
16 NONLEGEND DRUGS AS APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AS
17 PROVI DED I N SECTION 4.3 FOR TREATMENT OF THE [ ANTERI OR

18 SEGVENT OF THE] EYE, THE EYELIDS, THE LACRI MAL SYSTEM AND THE
19 CONJUNCTI VA AND THE REMOVAL OF SUPERFI Cl AL FOREI GN BODI ES
20 FROM THE OCULAR SURFACE AND ADNEXA SO LONG AS TREATMENT OF
21 DI SEASES OR CONDI TI ONS OF THE VI SUAL SYSTEM _OTHER THAN

22 GLAUCOVA, AS AUTHORI ZED UNDER THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT

23 CONTI NUE BEYOND S| X WEEKS FROM THE | NI TI ATI ON OF TREATMENT
24 UNLESS THE PRESCRI Bl NG OPTOVETRI ST DOCUMENTS CONSULTATI ON
25 WTH A LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN. AS USED IN TH S PARAGRAPH, THE
26 I NI TI ATI ON OF TREATMENT MNAY, BUT NEED NOT, | NCLUDE THE

27 PRESCRI PTI ON OR ADM NI STRATI ON OF PHARVACEUTI CAL AGENTS FOR
28 THERAPEUTI C PURPGCSES.

29 (3) THE TERM SHALL NOT | NCLUDE:

30 (1) SURGERY, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, LASER
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SURGERY; THE USE OF LASERS FOR THERAPEUTI C PURPCSES; AND
THE USE OF | NJECTI ONS | N THE TREATMENT OF OCULAR DI SEASE;

(I1) THE USE OF SCHEDULE | AND SCHEDULE I |
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES;

[(I11) THE USE OF BETA BLOCKERS AND THE USE OF
STERQ DS;

(1V) TREATMENT OF SYSTEM C DI SEASE; AND

(V) THE TREATMENT OF GLAUCOWA. ]

(111) TREATMENT OF SYSTEM C DI SEASE; AND

(1V)  THE TREATMENT OF GLAUCOVA, EXCEPT THAT

OPTOVETRI STS MAY USE ALL TOPI CAL PHARVACEUTI CAL_AGENTS | N

THE TREATMENT OF PRI MARY OPEN ANGLE GLAUCOVA, EXFOLI ATI ON

GLAUCOVA AND PI GVENTARY GLAUCOVA.

* * %

SECTION 2. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG SECTI ONS TO READ:
SECTION 4.2. ADDI TI ONAL_REQUI REMENTS TO PRESCRI BE AND

ADM NI STER PHARVACEUTI CAL AGENTS FOR THE

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN TYPES OF G_AUCONA.

(A)  PRIOR TO TREATI NG G_LAUCOVA FOR THE FIRST TI ME, ALL

THERAPEUTI CALLY CERTI FI ED OPTOVETRI STS MUST HAVE PASSED AN

EXAM NATI ON THAT | NCLUDED PRESCRI PTI ON AND ADM NI STRATI ON OF

PHARMACEUTI CAL AGENTS FOR THERAPEUTI C PURPOSES AS REQUI RED I N

SECTION 4.1(A). THERAPEUTI CALLY CERTI FI ED OPTOVETRI STS WHO

PASSED THE EXAM NATI ON UNDER SECTION 4. 1(A)(2) SHALL ALSO

COVWPLETE AT LEAST 18 HOURS OF CONTI NU NG EDUCATI ON I N GLAUCOVA.

I N ORDER TO CONTI NUE TREATI NG GLAUCOVA, | THE THERAPEUTI CALLY

CERTI FI ED OPTOVETRI ST SHALL, AS PART OF THE CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON

REQUI RED FOR RENEWAL OF A LI CENSE UNDER THI S ACT, COMPLETE AT

LEAST 4 HOURS I N THE STUDY OF THE PRESCRI PTI ON AND

ADM NI STRATI ON OF PHARVACEUTI CAL AGENTS FOR THE TREATMENT OF

20010S0831B2289 - 7 -
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(B) THERAPEUTI CALLY CERTI FI ED OPTOVETRI STS WHO PRESCRI BE_ AND

ADM NI STER PHARMACEUTI CAL ACGENTS FOR THE TREATMENT OF GLAUCOVA

PERM TTED UNDER THI S ACT SHALL OBTAI N AND NAI NTAI N PROFESSI ONAL

LIABILITY | NSURANCE | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON 3(A) (2.5), EXCEPT

THAT THE AMOUNT OF PROFESSI ONAL LI ABILITY | NSURANCE NAI NTAI NED

SHALL BE A M NIMUM OF $1, 000, 000 PER OCCURRENCE AND $3, 000, 000

PER ANNUAL AGGREGATE.

SECTI ON 4. 3. APPROVAL OF_ DRUGS.

DRUGS SHALL BE APPROVED AS FOLLOWE:

(1) ALL DRUGS CURRENTLY APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF

HEALTH AND IN USE | N THE PRACTI CE OF OPTOMETRY ON THE

EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE DEEMED APPROVED UNDER

TH' S SECTI ON.

(2) WTH N 90 DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S

SECTI ON, THE BOARD SHALL SUBM T A LI ST OF DRUGS AUTHORI ZED

UNDER THI S ACT TO THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, VWHO, IN

CONSULTATI ON W TH THE PHYSI CI AN GENERAL, SHALL APPROVE OR

DI SAPPROVE FOR GOOD CAUSE EACH DRUG UPON FAI LURE OF THE

SECRETARY OF HEALTH TO ACT WTHI N 90 DAYS OF RECEIPT OF THE

LI ST OF DRUGS, THE DRUGS SHALL BE DEEMED APPROVED FOR USE

UNDER THI S ACT.

(3) THE STATE BOARD CF OPTOVETRY SHALL PROVI DE THE

SECRETARY OF HEALTH W TH LI STS OF ADDI TI ONAL DRUGS FOR USE

UNDER THI S ACT AFTER SUCH DRUGS ARE APPROVED BY THE FOOD AND

DRUG ADM NI STRATI ON, AS PUBLISHED I N THE CODE OF FEDERAL

REGULATI ONS. THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH

THE PHYSI CI AN GENERAL, SHALL APPROVE OR DI SAPPROVE FOR GOOD

CAUSE_ANY SUCH DRUG W THI N 90_DAYS OF THE RECEI PT _OF THE

LI ST. UPON FAI LURE OF THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH TO ACT WTHI N
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90_DAYS THE DRUGS SHALL BE DEEMED APPROVED FOR USE UNDER THI S

ACT.

SECTI ON 3. SECTION 8(A) OF THE ACT IS AVENDED BY ADDI NG A

PARAGRAPH TO READ:
SECTI ON 8. VI OLATI ONS AND PENALTI ES.

(A) * * %
(3) IT 1S UNLAWFUL FOR OPTOVETRI STS TO HOLD THEMSELVES

OUT_AS PERFORM NG LASER SURGERY OR USI NG THERAPEUTI C LASERS.

* * %

SECTION 4. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.
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