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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 831 %5

| NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, FUMO, M VHI TE, LAVALLE, KUKOVI CH,
BOSCOLA, GERLACH, STACK, MADI GAN, LOGAN, LEMVOND, WOZNI AK,
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REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
MAY 2, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 6, 1980 (P.L.197, No.57), entitled "An
act regulating the licensure and practice of optonetry,
maki ng repeal s and providing penalties,” further defining

"exam nation and di agnosis" and "practice of optonetry"; and
adding to the powers and duties of the State Board of

Opt onetry.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definitions of "exam nation and di agnosi s"
and "practice of optonetry” in section 2 of the act of June 6,
1980 (P.L.197, No.57), known as the Optonetric Practice and
Li censure Act, anmended Cctober 30, 1996 (P.L.721, No.130), are
amended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the

meani ngs given to themin this section:
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"Exam nation and diagnosis.” Any exam nation or diagnostic
means or nethod conpatible with optonetric educati on and
pr of essi onal conpetence. The term shall enconpass the use of
pharmaceuti cal agents for diagnostic purposes classified as
motics, nydriatics, cycloplegics, topical anesthetics and dyes
when applied topically to the eye, which pharmaceutical agents

shall be approved by the [Secretary of Health and] State Board

of Optonetry, subject to the rules and regul ati ons of the board,

provi ded however that with respect to optonetrists |icensed
before March 1, 1974, only such optonetrists who have
satisfactorily conpleted a course in pharnmacology as it applies
to optonmetry, with particular enphasis on the topical
application of diagnostic pharmaceutical agents to the eye,
approved by the board shall be permtted to use diagnostic
pharmaceutical agents topically in the practice of optonetry.

* x *

"Practice of optonetry."

(1) The use of any and all means or nethods for the
exam nation, diagnosis and treatnent of conditions of the
human vi sual system and shall include the exam nation for,
and adapting and fitting of, any and all kinds and types of
| enses including contact |enses.

(2) The adm nistration and prescription of |egend and
nonl egend drugs as approved by the [Secretary of Health]

State Board of Optonetry for treatnent of the [anterior

segnment of the] eye, the eyelids, the lacrinmal systemand the
conjunctiva and the renoval of superficial foreign bodies
fromthe ocular surface and adnexa. [so | ong as treatnent of
di seases or conditions of the visual system as authorized

under this paragraph shall not continue beyond six weeks from
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1 the initiation of treatnent unless the prescribing

2 optonetri st docunents consultation with a Iicensed physi ci an.

3 As used in this paragraph, the initiation of treatnent may,

4 but need not, include the prescription or adm nistration of

5 pharmaceuti cal agents for therapeutic purposes.]

6 (3) The prescribing and adm nistering of

7 di phenhydr am ne, epi nephrine or other nedication to

8 count eract anaphyl axi s or anaphyl actic_reaction.

9 (4) The provision of low vision rehabilitation through
10 t he exami nation, diagnosis and nmanagenent of the |ow vision
11 patient, including prescription, lowvision rehabilitation
12 therapy and interdisciplinary consultation when indicat ed.
13 [(3)] (5) The termshall not include:

14 (1) surgery, including, but not imted to, |aser
15 surgery; the use of lasers for therapeutic purposes; and
16 the use of injections in the treatnment of ocul ar di sease,
17 except for anaphyl axis;

18 (ii) the use of Schedule I and Schedul e |

19 control | ed substances; and

20 [(i1i) the use of beta blockers and the use of

21 st eroi ds;

22 (itv)] (iii) treatnent of system c di sease, except
23 for anaphylaxis.[; and

24 (v) the treatnent of gl aucoma.]

25 * x *

26 Section 2. Section 3(b) of the act is amended by addi ng

27 paragraphs to read:

28 Section 3. Powers and duties of the board.

29 * x *

30 (b) The board shall have the follow ng powers:
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2 (14.1) To approve, consistent with the rules and

3 requl ati ons pronul gated by the board, those acts, services,

4 procedures and practices which may be perforned by a |icensed
5 optonetrist and, prior to authorization, by appropriate

6 exam nation, establish the conpetence of every optonetrist to
7 performthe approved acts, services, procedures and

8 practices.

9 (14.2) To issue advisory opinions on those acts,

10 services, procedures or practices which may be legally

11 perfornmed by individuals licensed under its jurisdiction. Any
12 | icensee wishing to receive an advisory opinion nust submt a
13 witten request to the board. The request nust describe the
14 act, service, procedure or practice the licensee is

15 guestioning, and nust do so in sufficient detail to enable

16 t he board to nake a decision. Upon receipt of such a request,
17 the board shall notify the |icensee whether it will issue an
18 advisory opinion, and, if so, the tine, date and place of the
19 neeting at which it will be considered. Al advisory opinions
20 nust be approved by majority vote of the board. No person

21 acting in good faith on an advi sory opinion issued to him by
22 t he board shall be subject to crimnal or civil penalties for
23 so acting, provided that the material facts are as stated in
24 t he request for an advi sory opi nion.

25 * %

26 Section 3. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:
27 Section 6.1. Certain acts to constitute practice of optonetry.
28 (a) Any person who prescribes or provides conprehensive | ow

29 wvision exam nation for the rehabilitati on and treatnent of the

30 visually inpaired or legally blind patient; prescribes
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correcti ve eyegl asses, contact | enses, prisns, or sunfilters;

enpl oys any neans for the adaptati on of | enses, | ow vision

devices, prisnms or sunfilters; evaluates the need for,

reconmends or prescribes optical | ow vision devices is engaged

in the practice of optonetry; or reconmends or provides | ow

vision rehabilitation services i ndependent of docunentation of

col | aborati on/ conmuni cati on with an optonetri st, physician or

osteopath is engaged in the practice of optonetry.

(b) Any person who assesses, di agnhoses, treats or prescribes

treatnent for conditions of the visual system or nmnages a

patient with vision therapy, visual training, orthopics or eye

exerci ses or who holds thenself out as being able to do so for

the treatment of physical, physiol ogical, sensorinotor,

neur onuscul ar or perceptual anonalies of the eyes or vision

system or who prescribes or utilizes | enses, prisns, sunfilters,

occl usi on or other optical devices for the enhancenent and/ or

treatnent of the visual system or prevention of visual

dysfuncti on, except under the supervi si on and managenent of a

li censed optonetrist, physician or osteopath is engaged in the

practi ce of optonmetry.

Section 4. This act shall take effect imediately.
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