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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 682 %

| NTRODUCED BY TARTAGLI ONE, KI TCHEN, HELFRI CK, WAGNER, STOUT,
LOGAN, COSTA, MJUSTO, SCHWARTZ, O PAKE, STACK, BOSCOLA,
THOVPSQON, BODACK AND RHOADES, MARCH 21, 2001

REFERRED TO AG NG AND YOUTH, MARCH 21, 2001
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Youth Devel opnment Fund; providing for powers
and duties of the Secretary of Community and Econom c

Devel opnent; providing for grants; requiring certain reports;

and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Youth
Devel opnent Safe Communities Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and purpose.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The healthy devel opment of children and youth into

successful productive adult citizens of this Commonweal th
requires a partnership of parents, famlies and | ocal

communities, as well as State and | ocal governnent.

(2) Pennsylvania is home to about 1.7 mllion children

who are between six and 16 years of age. It has |ong been

recogni zed that governnent in partnership with famlies and
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| ocal comunities nust provide educational opportunities for
our children.

(3) As society has changed, it is nowtinme to recognize
that this sane partnership nust be created to foster
opportunities for our children and youth during the nonschool
hours, particularly those hours follow ng the end of the
school day.

(4) As nore parents have and are entering the work
force, nore school -age children and youth are left al one or
unsupervi sed at the end of the school day. Tens of thousands
of young people in this Comonweal th are hone alone in the
after-school hours.

(5) Constructive after-school activities and prograns
have been shown to assist children and youth in school
achi evenent and performance, to develop |ife skills necessary
to succeed at work and to advance their own healthy
devel opnent to nove successfully from chil dhood to adul t hood.

(6) Conmunities are safer when young peopl e have
constructive after-school activities and prograns that
provide a positive alternative to television, drugs, alcohol,
sexual activity and possi bl e pregnancy, crine and gangs.

(7) The hours in which young people are nost involved in
del i nquent behavi or are those that occur after school,
particularly between 3 p.m and 7 p. m

(8) Wbrking parents are nore productive when their
children are involved in safe, dependable constructive
activities during the nonschool hours.

(9) Providing school -age children and youth with
constructive activities on a regular basis has been shown to

assi st in producing better outcones for young peopl e and
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communities and contribute to decreasing teenage pregnancy
and juvenil e delinquency.
The purpose of this act is to recognize the shared
responsi bility of the public and private sectors to support
regul ar, constructive prograns for children and youth in the
nonschool hours in order to foster the devel opment of children
and youth into constructive, productive citizens of this
Commonweal th and to create new resources in support of such
pr ogr ans.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Community and Economi c
Devel opnent of the Commonweal t h.

"Fund." The Youth Devel opnent Fund established under this
act .

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Community and Econom c
Devel opnent of the Commonweal t h.

"Yout h devel opnent prograns."” Progranms receiving grants
under this act.

Section 4. Gant eligibility criteria.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Activities offered by eligible program
sponsors may include, but are not limted to: honmework tutoring
and academi c enrichnment; arts and cultural activities;
recreational and athletic activities; science and math
enrichment; conputer and technology skills and |ife skills.

(b) Sponsors.--Prograns for which [ ocal counties or hone
rule charter entities shall receive grants for |ocal use must be

sponsored by public or nonprofit organi zati ons and nmust be
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avai l able on a regular, daily basis during the nonschool hours,

primarily 3 p.m through 6 p.m during the school year. Prograns
may al so be offered for the full day during school holidays and
vacations during the course of the year.

(c) Children and youth.--Children and youth who are between
six and 16 years of age shall be eligible for the prograns
of fered through the Youth Devel opnent Fund.

(d) Applicants.--Any Pennsylvania county or simlar hone
rule charter entity shall be eligible to apply for grants to be
made avail abl e under this act.

Section 5. Establishnent of Youth Devel opnent Fund.

The Youth Devel opnent Fund is hereby established in the State
Treasury. The secretary shall utilize the fund to award grants
to eligible program sponsors in order to provide constructive
prograns for eligible school-age children and youth on a
regular, daily basis in the nonschool hours during the course of
t he school year
Section 6. Applications.

Applicants nust conplete an annual application for grants
fromthe fund on a formprescribed by the secretary. The form
shal | include, but not be limted to:

(1) A detailed plan identifying specific activities for
the prograns receiving grants and their relationship to the
pur pose of the act and a tinetable for the inplenmentation and
achi evenent of such with special attention to maxim zing, to
the extent possible, the utilization of existing resources of
t he applicant, school districts, libraries and comunity
agenci es whi ch have an i mmedi ate capacity for providing
services and which can nost effectively address the youth

devel opnent needs of the eligible children and yout h.
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(2) A conplete description of any required famly fees
for the programto be supported. Fees may not be a barrier to
participation. Applications nust provide that if fees are to
be charged, they not exceed $5 per week for children and
youth living in comunities in which nore than 35% of the
children are eligible for participation in the Federal school
| unch program

(3) A proposed budget and a description of the proposed
use of the grant funds, including the nechanismfor the
di stribution of these funds.

(4) The local share, as identified in section 8(b), to
be used, which | ocal shares may include existing resources
avai l able fromthe community, but may not result in the
supplication of any |ocal funds.

(5) A description of any costs associated with the
adm ni stration of the program

(6) At the conclusion of the fiscal year period, a
program fiscal report indicating progress in neeting and
achi eving the detail ed plan under paragraph (1). The report
shall al so be included in subsequent applications and past
performance shall be taken into account in determ ning new
appl i cati ons.

Section 7. Appropriation.

The sum of $15, 000,000 is appropriated to the Departnent of
Community and Econom c Devel opnent on an ongoi ng basi s and shal
be transferred to the Youth Devel opnent Fund.

Section 8. Distribution of grants.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Gants fromthe fund shall be distributed

equi tably anmong successful applicants, with a base anount of

$50, 000 avail abl e per applicant. The secretary shall distribute
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any remai ni ng noneys to successful applicants that have
submtted a qualifying application, using the foll ow ng two
factors:

(1) Population of children and youth in the county or
home rul e charter entity between six and 16 years of age, as
determ ned by the census or an acceptable alternative nethod.

(2) Nunber of children and youth eligible for the school
breakfast or lunch program The secretary shall take into
account these two factors, giving additional, appropriate
wei ght in favor of communities in which a higher percentage
of children and youth are eligible for the school breakfast
or lunch programand in which a school district has a market
val ue personal inconme aid ratio of .5000 or greater.

(b) WMatching funds.--Each applicant eligible to participate
i n youth devel opnent prograns nust al so denonstrate that it is
providing or will provide | ocal community funds, public or
private, equal to at |east 20% of the anmount it received under
this act.

(c) Supplanting of |ocal funds prohibited.--Gants made
avai |l abl e under this act nmay not supplant |ocal funds currently
used to support allowable activities under the fund.

Section 9. Annual report to General Assenbly.

The departnent shall submt an annual report to the General
Assenbly on the activities of the fund. The report shal
i nclude, but not be |imted to, an overvi ew of the prograns
funded and their utilization by children and yout h,
recommendations for inprovenents to this act and | egislative
action if deemed necessary.

Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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