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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 519 5%

| NTRODUCED BY COLAFELLA, DeWEESE, LAUGHLI N, PETRARCA, PALLONE
Pl PPY, PI STELLA, SOLOBAY, SAI NATO WALKO, FRANKEL, COSTA,
DALEY, DeLUCA, Dl VEN, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BEBKO- JONES,
LEVDANSKY, HARHAI, WOINARCSKI, HASAY, MJNDY, CRElI GHTON
YUDI CHAK, YOUNGBLOOD, MELI O, SAYLOR, ROBI NSQN, STABACK
M COZZI E, WANSACZ, MARKCSEK, JOSEPHS, HORSEY, GRUCELA,
CAPPELLI, STEELMAN, GEORCGE, CLYMER, CORRI GAN, J. WLLI AMS
BROMWNE, D. EVANS, FREEMAN, CALTAG RONE, THOVAS, READSHAW
KENNEY, LUCYK, DALLY AND J. TAYLOR, APRIL 11, 2002

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
APRI L 11, 2002
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A RESCLUTI ON

Menorializing the President and Congress of the United States to

support and pass | egislation protecting enpl oyees and
retirees whose health care plans have been term nated by
conpanies as a result of financial difficulties caused in
whol e or in part by unfairly traded foreign inports and to
earmark all revenues fromnew tariffs on unfairly traded

foreign steel inports for enployees and retirees whose health

care plans have been term nated.

WHEREAS, In the 1980s the Anmerican steel industry experienced

an econom c crisis due to existing trade policies resulting in

steel m |l shutdowns, steelworker |ayoffs and a weakening of the

entire steel industry; and

WHEREAS, In the early 1990s the Anerican steel industry
experienced a period of relative stability; and

WHEREAS, In late 1997 and early 1998 the Asian econom c
crisis and the coll apse of the Russian economny produced a flood

of manufactured products, including steel, leading to the nost
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serious crisis for the steel industry since the 1980s; and

WHEREAS, That crisis resulted in the |ayoffs of 10,000
st eel wor kers, bankruptcy of steel conpanies, weakening of the
entire steel industry and increase in the level of inports
deened "normal and acceptabl e by the Federal Governnent; and

WHEREAS, In the week endi ng Decenber 30, 2000, the steel
i ndustry operated at |ess than 65% of capacity, its |owest
operating level in 14 years; and

WHEREAS, Since the beginning of the Asian economc crisis, 14
st eel conpani es have been driven into bankruptcy and many others
are on the brink of bankruptcy; and

WHEREAS, The bankruptcy and potential bankruptcy of steel
conpani es represents a threat to the health benefits of
enpl oyees and retirees; and

WHEREAS, The President has inposed tariffs of up to 30% on
nost types of steel inported into the United States; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nmenorialize the President and
Congress to support and pass | egislation establishing a Health
Care Benefit Guarantee Corporation simlar to the Pension
Benefit Guarantee Corporation to ensure benefits to those
enpl oyees and retirees whose health care plans have been
term nated by conpanies as a result of financial difficulties
caused in whole or in part by unfairly traded foreign inports;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That any revenue derived fromnew tariffs inposed
on steel inported into the United States be deposited into the
Heal th Care Benefit Guarantee Corporation to ensure benefits to

t hose enpl oyees and retirees whose health care plans have been
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1 termnated; and be it further

2 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
3 the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each
4

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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