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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 386 %5

| NTRODUCED BY T. STEVENSQON, TURZAI, COLEMAN, BARRAR
R STEVENSQON, THOVAS, GEORGE, JAMES, NAI LOR, GODSHALL
READSHAW ARGALL, FLICK, GORDNER, M BAKER, VANCE, HERMAN
BASTI AN, CAPPELLI, CALTAG RONE, Di G ROLAMO, SHANER, STERN,
BUNT, MAYERN K, ROEBUCK, SOLOBAY, YOUNGBLOOD, ZUG
Mel LHATTAN, McCALL, PETRARCA, WLT, CRUCELA, PIPPY, MARSI CO
MACKERETH, BENNI NGHOFF, SATHER, SCRI MENTI, DAl LEY, SAYLOR
WOINARGCSKI , GEI ST, ROBI NSON, BROME, HORSEY, FRANKEL,
HERSHEY, ROCSS, STABACK, ARMSTRONG CRElI GHTON, JOSEPHS, TI GUE,
S. MLLER SEMVEL, PICKETT, HARHAI, LEH, HARHART, B. SM TH
AND G VRl GHT, DECEMBER 13, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, DECEMBER 13, 2001

A RESCLUTI ON

1 Directing the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee to study
2 the elimnation or significant reduction of property taxes as
3 a source of funding for |ocal school districts; to reviewthe
4 policies of states and jurisdictions of the United States

5 whi ch have elimnated property taxes as a source of funding

6 for local school districts; to determ ne the consequences of
7 such an elimnation or reduction on |ocal taxing bodies and

8 on this Commonweal th; and to make recomendati ons on

9 alternative financing nmethods for schools.

10 WHEREAS, Property taxes |evied by |ocal school districts have
11 beconme a trenmendous burden upon honmeowners and property owners
12 in this Commonweal t h; and

13 WHEREAS, Senior citizens and individuals on fixed incones

14 have been the nost detrinmentally affected by the property tax

15 system and

16 WHEREAS, Problens with fairness in the property tax system
17 have dated back nore than 30 years in parts of this
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Conmonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Several states and jurisdictions including M chigan
have sought to elimnate or significantly reduce reliance on
property taxes as a source of funding for local jurisdictions
and found alternative funding sources for counties, school
districts, municipalities and other |ocal jurisdictions;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Finance Conmittee to undertake a study of
the property tax systemin this Commonwealth in order to
ascertain whether property taxes can and should be elimnated or
significantly reduced as a source of funding for |ocal school
districts and, if so, to recommend alternative fundi ng sources
for those |ocal school districts which are nore fair and
equitable to the citizens of this Conmonweal th; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
initially review the policies of states and jurisdictions of the
United States which have elimnated property taxes as a source
of funding for local school districts and determ ne the
consequences that such elimnations or reductions would have on
| ocal taxing bodies and on this Comonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
make reconmendati ons of alternative funding sources for |ocal
school districts which are nore fair and equitable, and no | ess
fair or less equitable, to citizens of this Commobnweal th than
the current property tax system and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
report its findings and recommendati ons to the House of

Representatives not |ater than June 30, 2002.
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