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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Comm ssion to establish a
task force to study issues relating to the quality of
education and the increased enpl oynent of part-tine faculty
at the Commonweal th's institutions of higher education and to
make a report to the House of Representatives.

WHEREAS, Over the past 30 years, institutions of higher
education have increased the practice of hiring part-tinme
instructors, and the Statew de percentage of part-tine
instructors has dramatically increased from22%in 1970 to 43%
currently; and

WHEREAS, The percentage of part-time workers in Pennsylvani a
as a percent of all enployees has slowy increased on average
4. 7% from16.1%in 1979 to 20.8%in 1996; and

WHEREAS, Cal cul ations of the Departnent of Education for
1995-1996 i ndicated that approximately 76% of the Commonweal th's
community col l ege faculty enpl oyees were part-tinme enpl oyees
when graduate instructional and research assistants were

i ncl uded; and

WHEREAS, Part-tinme instructors receive a | ower wage per



1 credit hour and generally earn 40% of what their full-tine

2 colleagues earn per course; and

3 WHEREAS, Mbst part-time instructors receive no health

4 insurance or other benefits fromtheir enploynent at the

5 Commonweal th's institutions of higher education; and

6 WHEREAS, The increased use of part-tine faculty results in

7 considerable econom ¢ hardship for part-tine faculty nenbers and
8 has the potential for limting college instruction as a career

9 for prospective faculty; and

10 WHEREAS, There is a need for a conprehensive exam nation of
11 whether any adverse inpact on the quality of education at

12 institutions of higher education in this Commonweal th origi nates
13 fromthe institutions' increased enploynent of part-time faculty
14 and instructors and the resulting two-tiered structure of

15 faculty enployees at those institutions; therefore be it

16 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the Joint
17 State Government Commission to conduct a study on the inpact of
18 an increasing trend in the use of part-tinme faculty on the

19 quality of education provided at institutions of higher
20 education in this Commonweal th; and be it further
21 RESCLVED, That the study shall al so exam ne whether the two-
22 tiered faculty structure has an adverse inpact on part-tine
23 faculty and their famlies and whether it discourages
24 prospective instructors and faculty fromentering or remaining
25 in the college instruction profession; and be it further
26 RESCLVED, That to assist in the acconplishnent of this goal
27 the Joint State Governnment Conm ssion establish a task force of
28 six nmenbers of the House of Representatives which shall consi st
29 of the chairman of the Education Conmttee of the House of

30 Representatives or a designee, the mnority chairman of the
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Educati on Cormmittee of the House of Representatives or a
desi gnee, two nenbers of the House of Representatives to be
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives or
t heir designees and two nenbers to be appointed by the Mnority
Leader of the House of Representatives or their designees; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force create an advisory comrttee

conposed of individuals deened appropriate by the task force;
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and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the task force report its findings and
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recommendati ons to the House of Representatives not |ater than
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Cct ober 1, 2002.
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