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PALLONE, PETRARCA, PI PPY, PI STELLA, READSHAW ROBERTS, RGCSS,
RUBLEY, SANTONI, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCHRODER, SCHULER, SHANER
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WOINARCSKI, M WRI GHT, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK AND ZUG
OCTOBER 15, 2001

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
OCTOBER 15, 2001
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of COctober as "Donmestic Violence Awareness
Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, At | east 800, 000 Pennsyl vani ans each year are
victinms of donestic violence; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 1,800 nurders nationally are
attributed to donestic violence each year; and

WHEREAS, According to statistics of the Federal Bureau of
I nvestigation, a woman i s beaten every 15 seconds; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is the first state in the nation to

institute donmestic violence universal screening; and
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WHEREAS, The inportance of screening patients for synptons of
donmestic viol ence was enphasi zed by this |egislature nost
recently by the enactnent of the act of Decenber 3, 1998
(P.L.925, No.115), known as the Donestic Violence Health Care
Response Act, which establishes the Donestic Violence Health
Care Response Program and

WHEREAS, For the second straight year, the Famly Viol ence
Prevention Fund has desi gnated Pennsylvania as the only State in
the nation to receive an "A" grade in regards to its donestic
viol ence health care | aws; and

WHEREAS, According to the Departnment of Justice, nearly 50%
of all domestic violence acts are witnessed by children; and

WHEREAS, Battery is a |eading cause of injury to wonen; and

VWHEREAS, Studi es show that battered wonmen who work face a
high |ikelihood of losing their jobs because of domestic
vi ol ence: 55% m ssed work and over 60% were |late for work; and

WHEREAS, AlIl Pennsyl vani ans shoul d be made aware of the
mul ti tude of synptons and signs associated with domestic
vi ol ence; and

WHEREAS, Approximately only 10% of primary care physicians
across the nation routinely screen patients for partner abuse
when not currently injured; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nonth of COctober 2001 as "Donestic Viol ence Awareness Mnth" in
Pennsyl vani a; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage al
Pennsyl vani ans to | earn nore about the causes, signs, prevention

and treatnent for donestic violence.
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