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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
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I NTRODUCED BY BUNT, JUNE 19, 2001

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 19, 2001
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng Sept enber 2001 as "Chil dhood Cancer Month" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Chil dhood cancer is the nunber one di sease causi ng
deat h anong young peopl e; and

WHEREAS, Every year nore than 12,000 children and young
adul ts are diagnosed with chil dhood cancer; and

WHEREAS, Cancer is the second | eadi ng cause, after accidents,
of chil dhood death; and

WHEREAS, On any gi ven school day 46 young people, or two
cl assroons of students, are diagnosed with cancer; and

WHEREAS, One of every 330 persons in the United States will
devel op cancer before their 20th birthday; and

WHEREAS, The nedi an age of cancer diagnosis in children is
si x; and

WHEREAS, Anerican children are nore likely to devel op
| eukem a, |ynphoma, brain tunors, neuroblastoma, WInms' tunor or

a sarcoma than to devel op H V/ AIDS; and
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WHEREAS, Chil dhood cancers affect nore potential patient
years of life than any other cancer except breast cancer and
| ung cancer; and

WHEREAS, Cancer in chil dhood occurs regularly and randomy
and spares no ethnic group, socioecononic class or geographic
regi on; and

VWHEREAS, The cause of nost chil dhood cancers is unknown and
t hese cancers cannot be prevented; and

WHEREAS, Cancer during adol escence and young adul thood is
i ncreasi ng and unexpl ai ned, and progress in treating cancer in
t hese age groups is |lagging;, and

VWHEREAS, In the United States the incidence of cancer is
i ncreasi ng anong adol escents and young adults at a greater rate
than in any other age group except persons ol der than 65 years
of age; and

WHEREAS, The cause of this increase is presently unknown; and

VWHEREAS, Cancer is the nost curable chronic disease of
chi | dhood, nore curable than asthma, congenital anonalies,
epi | epsy, cystic fibrosis or diabetes; and

VWHEREAS, The rate at which children die of cancer has
decr eased bel ow 20% of the rate at which children are di agnosed;
and

WHEREAS, Wth continued progress in treating childhood cancer
and with inproved funding of research, the cure rate for cancers
di agnosed prior to age 20 can approach 85% and

WHEREAS, Currently nore than one in every 900 persons in the
United States between 20 and 45 years of age is a survivor of
chi | dhood cancer; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize
Sept enber 2001 as " Chil dhood Cancer Month" in Pennsyl vani a.
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