PRRNTER S N0 1716

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 172 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BARD, E. Z. TAYLOR, ARGALL, ARMSTRONG J. BAKER,
BARRAR, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BENN NGHOFF
CALTAG RONE, CAPPABI ANCA, CAPPELLI, CAWEY, CLYMER
CREI GHTON, DALEY, DALLY, DeWEESE, DONATUCCI, J. EVANS,
FAI RCH LD, FEESE, FICHTER, FLEAGLE, FLICK, FORCI ER, FREENMAN
GEORCE, GODSHALL, HARHAI, HARHART, HERMAN, HERSHEY, HESS,
HORSEY, JOSEPHS, KENNEY, LEDERER, LESCOVI TZ, NAI TLAND, MAJOR,
MANN, Ml LHATTAN, NAILOR, O BRI EN, PHI LLIPS, PIPPY, RGSS,
RUBLEY, SANTONI, SATHER, SCHRODER, SEMMVEL, STURLA, JAMES,
TI GUE, WALKO, WANSACZ, WATSON, WOINAROSKI, YOUNGBLOCOD
YUDI CHAK AND COY, APRI L 26, 2001

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 26, 2001
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the week of May 6 through 12, 2001, as "Nurses Wek"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The 2.2 million actively enployed nurses conprise
our nation's largest health care profession; and

WHEREAS, By 2020 the demand for nursing services in this
Commonweal th and nationwide will far outstrip the supply of
nursi ng services; and

WHEREAS, The Bureau of Labor Statistics recently listed
nursing as one of the top 40 gromh professions for the next ten
years and projected a need for 2.6 mllion working registered
nurses by 2005, an additional 800,000 regi stered nurses; and

WHEREAS, The nation's regi stered-nurse work force is aging

significantly, with the nunber of full-tine equival ent
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regi stered nurses per capita forecast to peak around 2007 and
decline steadily thereafter; and
WHEREAS, A 2000 Honesty and Ethics poll conducted by the
Gl lup Organi zation indicated that for the second year in a row
the American public rated nursing as the field with the hi ghest
standards of honesty and ethics, and 79% of Anericans stated
t hat nurses have very high or high ethical standards; and
WHEREAS, According to a 1989 study published by the New
Engl and Journal of Medicine, hospitals with nore registered
nurses on staff and higher ratios of nurses to patients had 6.3
fewer deaths per 1,000 patients than hospitals w thout those
characteristics; and
WHEREAS, A January 2001 American Nurses Association Staffing
Survey reveals that registered nurses find deteriorating working
conditions are linked to decline in the quality of nursing care:
75% of nurses surveyed felt the quality of nursing care at the
facility in which they work declined over the past two years,
56% bel i eved the tinme available for patient care decreased, nore
than 40% said they would not feel confortable having a famly
menber or sonmeone close to themreceive care in the facility in
whi ch they work and nore than 54% stated they woul d not
recommend the profession to their children or their friends; and
WHEREAS, According to prelimnary findings in "The Nati onal

Sanpl e Survey of Registered Nurses,"” fewer young adults are
entering the nursing profession, with data for 2000 showi ng only
9.1% under 30 years of age, representing a decline from25.1%in
1980; and

WHEREAS, In 1980, 40.5% of registered nurses were under 35
years of age, conpared to 18.3% in 2000; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate May 6
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t hrough 12, 2001, as "Nurses Wek" in Pennsylvania in
appreciation of the specialized skills and hard work of these
val ued health care professionals; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives join the Anmerican
Nur ses Associ ation, the Pennsylvania State Nurses Associ ation
and ot her nursing organi zations, educational facilities and
health care conpanies and institutions in pronoting the nursing

prof ession to our youth and recogni zing the inportance of the
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qual ity of nursing care.
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