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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 96 %5

I NTRODUCED BY BOYES, TI GUE, HENNESSEY, FICHTER, STAI RS,
COLAFELLA, BARD, BEBKO-JONES, BUNT, CAPPELLI, L. |I. COHEN
M COHEN, CORRI GAN, COSTA, CRUZ, CURRY, DALLY, DeLUCA
DERMODY, DeWEESE, D. EVANS, FORCI ER, FRANKEL, FREEMAN
GODSHALL, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, HASAY, HERMAN, KI RKLAND
KREBS, LEW S, MACKERETH, MANN, M| LHATTAN, MNAUGHTON, MELI G
MCOZZIE, R MLLER S. MLLER MJNDY, PIPPY, PRESTON
RAYMOND, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SCHRODER, SCHULER, SCRI MENTI
SHANER, B. SM TH, STABACK, STEELMAN, STERN, STETLER, STURLA,
SURRA, THOVAS, WANSACZ, WASHI NGTON, WATSQON, C. WLLI AMS,
VWRI GHT AND YUDI CHAK, MARCH 14, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MARCH 14, 2001
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A RESCLUTI ON

Directing the Committee on Education to conduct a thorough study
of charter schools.

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly enacted |egislation, Act 22 of
1997, authorizing the creation of charter schools; and

VWHEREAS, The act was intended to foster choice within the
public school systemand to explore the potential for charter
schools to operate with fewer State regul ations and controls;
and

WHEREAS, Nearly 70 charter schools have been created since
the act took effect; and

WHEREAS, Local school officials have reported nunerous
concerns with the inplenentation of the act, including, but not

l[imted to the follow ng issues: prescribed paynents to charter



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N R R R R R R R R R R
o O 0o N o o M wWw N - O

school s that often exceed actual charter school operating costs
and that typically produce no comrensurate reduction in school
district expenditures, |ack of notice of the formation of
charter schools and "cyber" charter schools that draw students
fromareas outside the chartering district, lack of State
regul ati on of "cyber" education prograns, |imted access to
records by school districts that fund charter schools, State
Charter School Appeal Board decisions and procedures and the
role of for-profit businesses in organizing not-for-profit
charter schools; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Conmittee on Education to conduct a formal evaluation of Act 22
of 1997, in order to examne matters involving charter schools
and propose | egislative action to renedy any problens found as a
result of the evaluation within six nonths of adoption of this
resolution by the House of Representatives; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Comm ttee on Education may hire an
i ndependent consulting group to assist in the formal eval uation
of Act 22 of 1997, with related fees being paid by the Ofice of
the Chief derk.
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