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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 94 =55

| NTRODUCED BY C. W LLIAMS, CURRY, JOSEPHS, MJUNDY, STURLA, TIGUE
WATERS, WOJNARCSKI, BARD, BEBKO-JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI,
CALTAG RONE, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, HENNESSEY, HORSEY, JAMES,
LEDERER, MANN, MAYERNI K, Mcd LL, MILHATTAN, MYERS, ORI E
PRESTON, READSHAW ROBI NSON, THOVAS, WALKO, J. WLLI AMS,
B. SM TH AND RUBLEY, MARCH 14, 2001

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
MARCH 14, 2001
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A RESOLUTI ON

Condemmi ng the Taliban's discrimnation and viol ence agai nst

Af ghan wonen; calling upon the President and the Congress of

the United States to take whatever action is necessary to

ensure that wonen and girls gain inmediate access to health

care and education; and urging negotiations to resune

humani tari an assi st ance.

WHEREAS, During the past four years, the Taliban has gai ned
mlitary control over virtually all of Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, The Taliban's earliest action upon establishing rule
in Kabul was to inpose strict segregation of clinics and
hospital s by gender and to prohibit access by wonen and girls;
and

WHEREAS, The Tal i ban has prohibited nost wonen from wor ki ng,
required the wearing of an envel opi ng burga on pain of
puni shment, denied girls access to schooling, prohibited wonen

fromleaving their hones without a close nale fam |y nmenber for

escort and inposed other draconian restrictions on wonen's
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nmobility and access to humanitarian aid, health care and
education; and

WHEREAS, A full-length study of the effects of the Taliban's
policies on wonen's health and human rights, conducted by the
human ri ghts organi zati on Physicians for Human Rights (PHR), was
publ i shed in the August 1998 edition of the Journal of the
Anerican Medi cal Association; and

WHEREAS, The study showed that 81% of respondents reported a
decline in their nmental health, 42%net the criteria for post-
traumati c stress disorder, 97% nmet the criteria for nmjor
depressi on and 86% denonstrated significant synptons of anxiety;
and

WHEREAS, The wonen intervi ewed by PHR overwhel m ngly rejected
the Taliban's interpretation of |Islamand of Afghan history and
culture and expressed their strong support for wonen's equality
and i nmedi ate access to health care and education; and

WHEREAS, In July 1998, the Taliban ordered all humanitarian
nongover nnental organi zati ons out of Afghanistan for refusing to
nove their living quarters into a facility on the outskirts of
Kabul which |acked water and electricity; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a condemm the Tali ban's
di scrim nati on agai nst wonen; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nenorialize the President and the
Congress of the United States to publicly disapprove of these
atrocities, take whatever steps necessary to end the
di scrim nation and vi ol ence agai nst wonen and urge the ful
restoration of their rights; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
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Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania urge the United Nations'
humani t ari an organi zations to negotiate with the Tali ban
reasonabl e conditions for their return to Afghani stan so that
they may resunme providing humanitarian assi stance, including
prograns for wonmen and girls in health care, education and
i ncome-generating projects; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

the President of the United States, to the presiding officers of
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each house of Congress and to each nmenber of Congress from
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Pennsyl vani a.
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