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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 3006 *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY FREEMAN, M WRI GHT, FRANKEL, CURRY, BELFANTI
D. EVANS, HORSEY, JOSEPHS, LAUGHLI N, LESCOVITZ, WMELI G
PI STELLA, J. WLLI AMS AND YOUNGBLOOD, NOVEMBER 25, 2002

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002
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AN ACT
Amending Titles 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) and 53 (Municipalities
Ceneral ly) of the Pennsylvania Consol i dated Stat utes,
providing for the offense of possession of firearns or other
danger ous weapons in nunicipal facility; and authori zi ng
ordi nances to prohibit possession of firearns or other
danger ous weapons in nunicipal facilities.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 914. Possessi on of firearm or other dangerous weapon in

muni ci pal facility.

(a) Ofense defined.--A person commts an offense if he:

(1) knowi ngly possesses a firearm or other dangerous

weapon in a nunicipal facility or knowi ngly causes a firearm

or other dangerous weapon to be present in a nunici pal

facility in violation of an ordi nance adopted under 53

Pa.C.S. § 1371 (relating to possession of firearm or other

danger ous weapon in nunicipal facility): or
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(2) knowi ngly possesses a firearm or other dangerous

weapon in a nunicipal facility in violation of an ordi nance

adopted under 53 Pa.C.S. 8 1371 with the intent that the

firearm or other dangerous weapon be used in the conni ssion

of a crine or knowi ngly causes a firearm or other dangerous

weapon to be present in a nunicipal facility with the intent

that the firearm or other dangerous weapon be used in the

conmmi ssion of a crine.

(b) G ading.--

(1) Except as otherwi se provided in paragraph (3), an

of fense under subsection (a)(1) is a nm sdeneanor of the third

(2) An offense under subsection (a)(2) is a m sdenmeanor

of the first degree.

(3) An offense under subsection (a)(1) is a sunmary

offense if the person was carrying a firearm under section

6106(b) (relating to firearns not to be carried without a

li cense) or 6109 (relating to licenses) and failed to check

the firearmin a |locker or similar facility made avail abl e by

the municipality prior to entering the nunicipal facility.

(c) Exceptions.--Subsection (a) shall not apply to:

(1) The |l awful performance of official duties by an

officer, agent or enployee of the United States, the

Commpnweal th or a political subdivision who is authorized by

| aw to engage in or supervise the preventi on, detection,

i nvestigati on or prosecution of any violation of |aw.

(2) The |l awful performance of official duties by a

muni ci pal official.

(3) The carrying of rifles and shotguns by instructors

and participants in a course of instruction provided by the
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Pennsyl vani a Gane Conm ssi on under 34 Pa.C.S. § 2704

(relating to eligibility for |license).

(4) Associations of veteran soldiers and their

auxiliaries or nmenbers of organi zed arned forces of the

United States or the Commonweal th, including reserve

conponents, when engaged in the perfornance of cerenoni al

duties with nmuni ci pal approval.

(d) Posting of notice.--No person shall be convicted of an

of fense under subsection (a)(1) with respect to a nunici pal

facility, if the notice required under 53 Pa.C.S. § 1371 was not

posted at each public entrance to the buil ding containing a

muni ci pal facility and at the nunicipal facility unl ess the

person had actual notice of the provisions of subsection (a).

(e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Danger ous weapon." A bonb, grenade, bl ackjack, sandbag,

met al knuckl es, dagger, knife (the bl ade of which is exposed in

an automatic way by sw tch, push-button, spring mechani sm or

otherwi se) or other inplenent for the infliction of serious

bodily injury which serves no conmmon | awf ul purpose.

"Firearm" Any weapon, including a starter gun, which wl|l

or is designed to expel a projectile or projectiles by the

acti on of an expl osi on, expansi on of gas or escape of gas. The

term does not include any devi ce desi gned or used excl usively

for the firing of stud cartridges, explosive rivets or simlar

i ndustrial anmunition.

"Muni cipal facility." A prem ses owned, | eased or controll ed

by a nmunicipality.

Section 2. Chapter 13 of Title 53 is anmended by adding a
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subchapter to read:
SUBCHAPTER E
ORDI NANCES
Sec.
1371. Possession of firearm or other dangerous weapon in
muni ci pal facility.
8§ 1371. Possession of firearmor other dangerous weapon in
muni ci pal facility.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A nunicipality may adopt an ordi nance
that prohibits any person from possessing a firearm or other
dangerous weapon in a municipal facility or causing a firearm or
ot her dangerous weapon to be present in a municipal facility.

(b) Penalties.--A person who violates an ordi nance adopt ed
under this section is subject to the provisions of 18 Pa.C. S. §
914 (relating to possession of firearm or other dangerous weapon
in municipal facility).

(c) Exceptions.--No ordi nance adopted under this section
shall apply to:

(1) The |awful performance of official duties by an
of ficer, agent or enployee of the United States, the
Commonweal th or a political subdivision who is authorized by
| aw to engage in or supervise the prevention, detection,

i nvestigation or prosecution of any violation of |aw

(2) The |awful performance of official duties by a
muni ci pal official.

(3) The carrying of rifles and shotguns by instructors
and participants in a course of instruction provided by the
Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmm ssion under 34 Pa.C.S. § 2704
(relating to eligibility for |icense).

(4) Associations of veteran soldiers and their
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auxi liaries or nmenbers of organized arned forces of the

United States or the Commonweal th, including reserve

conmponent s, when engaged in the perfornmance of cerenoni al

duties with nunicipal approval.

(d) Posting of notice.--In any nmunicipality that adopts an
ordi nance under subsection (a), notice of the provisions of
subsections (a) and (e) shall be posted conspicuously at each
public entrance to each buil ding containing a municipal facility
and each municipal facility.

(e) Facilities for checking firearns or other dangerous
weapons. - - Each governi ng body that adopts an ordi nance under
subsection (a) shall nake available at or within the buil ding
containing a nmunicipal facility, |lockers or simlar facilities
at no charge or cost for the tenmporary checking of firearns by
persons carrying firearms or for the checking of other dangerous
weapons that are not otherw se prohibited by |aw. Any individua
checking a firearm dangerous weapon or an item deened to be a
danger ous weapon at a municipal facility nust be issued a
receipt. Notice of the location of the | ockers or simlar
facilities shall be posted as required under subsection (d).

(f) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Danger ous weapon." A bonb, grenade, bl ackjack, sandbag,
nmet al knuckl es, dagger, knife (the blade of which is exposed in
an automatic way by swi tch, push-button, spring mechani sm or
ot herwi se) or other inplenent for the infliction of serious
bodily injury which serves no common | awful purpose.

"Firearm"™ Any weapon, including a starter gun, which wll

or is designed to expel a projectile or projectiles by the
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action of an explosion, expansion of gas or escape of gas. The
term does not include any device designed or used exclusively
for the firing of stud cartridges, explosive rivets or simlar
i ndustrial anmmunition.

“Municipal facility.” A prem ses owned, |eased or controlled

by a nunicipality.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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