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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2990 *%5

| NTRODUCED BY CGRUCELA, BI SHOP, COSTA, DALEY, FRANKEL, GEORGE
HARHAI , JAMES, KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, MANN, MELI O, ROBERTS,
SOLOBAY, STABACK, SURRA, THOVAS AND McCALL, NOVEMBER 20, 2002

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMVENT, NOVEMBER 20, 2002
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 25 (Elections) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

Statutes, further providing for qualifications to register

and for eligibility for primaries; and maki ng repeal s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 1301, 1325(b) and 1327 of Title 25 of
t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anmended to read:

§ 1301. (Qualifications to register.

(a) Eligibility.--An individual who will be at |east 18
years of age on the day of the next election, who has been a
citizen of the United States for at |east one nonth prior to the
next election and who has resided in this Commonweal th and the
el ection district where the individual offers to vote for at
| east 30 days prior to the next ensuing el ection and has not
been confined in a penal institution for a conviction of a
felony within the last five years shall be eligible to register

as provided in this chapter.

(b) Effect.--No individual shall be permitted to vote at any
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el ection unless the individual is registered under this
subsection, except as provided by |aw or by order of a court of
common pleas. No registered elector shall be required to

regi ster again for any election while the elector continues to
resi de at the sane address.

(c) Renoval of residence.--Except as otherw se provided by
this part, a registered el ector who renoves residence from one
pl ace to another outside the elector's last election district
shall not be entitled to vote in the election district of the
el ector's | ast residence except pursuant to the provisions of
this section and sections 1501(b) (relating to renoval notices),
1502 (relating to transfer of registration) and 1902 (relating
to procedure for voting following failure to return notification
card).

(d) Eligibility for prinmaries.--An individual who neets the

requi renents of subsection (a) who will be at | east 18 years of

age on the day of the next general or nunicipal election nay

regi ster and vote for the correspondi ng prinmary. No person shal

be entitled to vote as a nenber of a party at any prinmary unl ess

he is reqgistered and enroll ed as a nmenber of such party upon the

district register. This enroll ment upon the district reqi ster

shall be conclusive as to his party nenbershi p and shall not be

subject to challenge on the day of the prinary.

§ 1325. CGovernnment agenci es.

* x *

(b) Forms.--An agency designated in subsection (a) shal
provide a formfor office visits or, if the agency provides
services to persons with disabilities, for honme visits which
contains all of the follow ng:

(1) The question "If you are not registered to vote

20020H2990B4650 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

where you live now, would you like to apply to register to
vot e today?"

(2) |If the agency provides public assistance, the
statenment "Applying to register or declining to register to
vote will not affect the anpbunt of assistance that you will
be provided by this agency."”

(3) Boxes for the applicant to check to indicate whether
the applicant would like to register or decline to register
to vote. In close proximty to the boxes the foll ow ng words
shal | appear in prom nent type: "IF YOU DO NOT CHECK ElI THER
BOX, YOU W LL BE CONSI DERED TO HAVE DECI DED NOT' TO REGQ STER
TO VOTE AT THIS TI ME. "

(4) The statenent "In order to be qualified to register
to vote, you nust be at |east 18 years of age on the day of

t he next general, nunicipal or special election, you nust

have been a citizen of the United States for at |east one
nmonth prior to the next election and have resided in

Pennsyl vani a and the el ection district where you plan to vote
for at | east 30 days prior to the next election, and you nust
not have been confined in a penal institution for a

conviction of a felony within the |ast five years."

(5) The statenent "If you would like help in filling out
the voter registration application form we will help you.
The deci sion whether to seek help is yours. You may fill out

the formin private.”

(6) The statenent "If you believe that soneone has
interfered with your right to register or to decline to
regi ster to vote, your right to privacy in deciding whether
to register or in applying to register to vote or your right

to choose your own political party or other political
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1 preference, you may file a conplaint with the Secretary of

2 t he Commonweal t h, Pennsyl vani a Departnment of State,

3 Harrisburg, PA 17120." The secretary shall establish and

4 publish a toll-free tel ephone nunber for the purpose of

5 recei ving conpl ai nts.

6 * x *

7 8§ 1327. Preparation and distribution of applications.

8 (a) Form--

9 (1) The secretary shall prescribe the formof an

10 official voter registration application. The official voter
11 regi stration application shall provide space for the

12 followi ng informati on about the applicant:

13 (1) Full nane.

14 (i1i) Address of residence. If the residence is a

15 portion only of the house, the l|ocation or nunber of the
16 room apartnent or floor which is occupied.

17 (ti1) Miiling address if different than address of
18 resi dence.

19 (iv) Nanme and residence address on previous
20 regi stration and the year of that registration.
21 (v) Designation of political party, for the purpose
22 of voting at a primary el ection.
23 (vi) Date of birth
24 (vii) Tel ephone nunber. An application shall not be
25 rej ected because of nonconpliance with this subparagraph.
26 (viii) Race. An application shall not be rejected
27 because of nonconpliance with this subparagraph.
28 (2) Data required on the voter registration application
29 shall not be nore nor |ess than the m ni num data el enents
30 perm ssi bl e for Federal voter registration.
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(3) Any person who assists in the conpletion of the
regi stration application shall sign the application and
i ndicate the person's address. In the case of those
regi stering under sections 1323 (relating to application with
driver's license application) and 1325 (relating to
gover nment agenci es), the person providi ng assistance shal
insert the person's initials or enployee or agent
i dentification nunber on a separate or detachable portion of
the application or conputer data file.

(4) A voter registration application shall be printed on
stock of good quality and shall be of suitable uniform size.
Not hing in this part shall prohibit the design and use of an
el ectronic voter registration application which includes the
applicant's digitized or electronic signature. The
regi stration application shall contain the follow ng
i nformati on; however, the information nmay be provided on a
separate formfor voter registration made under section 1323
or 1325:

(1) Notice that a registered el ector does not need
to reregister unless the registered el ector has noved.

(ii) Instructions on howto fill out and submt the
application and notification of when the application nust
be submtted to a voter registration office in order to
be regi stered for the ensuing el ection.

(ii1) Notice that the applicant nmust be a citizen of
the United States for at |east one nonth prior to the
next election and a resident of this Comobnweal th and the
el ection district for at |east 30 days and nust be at
| east 18 years of age by the day of the next [ensuing]

general , nunicipal or special election and has not been
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1 confined in a penal institution for a conviction of a

2 felony within the last five years. The notice required in
3 t his subparagraph shall be in print identical to the

4 decl arati on under subsection (b).

5 (iv) Notice that political party enrollnent is

6 mandatory to vote in a primary election of a political

7 party.

8 (v) Notice that the commi ssion will mail by

9 nonf orwardable mail to the applicant a voter's

10 identification card upon acceptance of the application

11 and that the applicant should contact the comm ssion if
12 the identification card is not received within 14 days

13 fromthe date the application is sent to the registration
14 of fice.

15 (vi) Notice that registration is not conplete until
16 the application is processed and accepted by the

17 conmi ssi on.

18 (vii) A warning to the applicant that making a false
19 registration or furnishing false information is perjury.
20 The notice required in this subparagraph shall be in
21 print identical to the declaration under subsection (b).
22 (viii) Instructions to Federal or State enpl oyees
23 who wish to retain voting residence in county of |ast
24 residence to so indicate on the application.
25 (ix) Notice that, if an individual declines to
26 register to vote, the fact that the individual has
27 declined to register will remain confidential and will be
28 used only for voter registration purposes. The notice
29 required in this subparagraph shall be in print identical
30 to the decl aration under subsection (b).
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1 (X) Notice that, if an individual does register to
2 vote, the office at which the individual submts a voter
3 regi stration application will remain confidential and

4 will be used for voter registration purposes only. The
5 notices required in this subparagraph shall be in print
6 identical to the declaration in subsection (b).

7 (5) In jurisdictions where there is a single |anguage
8 mnority, the secretary may print a bilingual application.

9 (6) In jurisdictions where a single |anguage mnority
10 exceeds 5% of the popul ation, the secretary shall:

11 (i) print a bilingual application; and

12 (1i) conduct a public educational program anong that
13 | anguage group al erting both organi zati ons and

14 i ndi vidual s of that group of the availability of the

15 bi I i ngual application and encouraging individuals to

16 regi ster.

17 (7) To inplenment section 1324 (relating to application
18 by mail), the secretary shall print an official voter

19 registration mail application designed to preserve the
20 confidentiality of the information required to be submtted.
21 The application shall contain information required by this
22 section and shall include the nane of each county seat, its
23 post office mailing address and zip code and its tel ephone
24 nunber. Voter registration mail applications shall contain
25 i nformation indicating whether the application is a new
26 regi stration, change of party enrollnent, change of address
27 or change of nane.
28 (8) Nothing in this part shall prohibit a private
29 organi zation or individual fromprinting blank voter
30 regi stration applications or shall prohibit the use of such
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applications by any other individual, provided that the form
content and paper quality of such voter registration
application conplies with departnent regulations for the
forms or has received prior approval fromthe secretary.

(b) Registration declaration.--

(1) The official voter registration application shal
contain a registration declaration. On the declaration, the
applicant shall state all of the follow ng:

(1) The applicant has been a citizen of the United

States for at |east one nonth prior to the next election.

(ii) On the day of the next [ensuing] general,

nmuni ci pal _or special election, the applicant shall be at

| east 18 years of age.

(tii) On the day of the next ensuing election, the
applicant shall have resided in this Comonweal th and in
the election district for at |east 30 days.

(iv) The applicant has not been confined in a penal
institution for a conviction of a felony within the |ast
five years.

(v) The applicant is legally qualified to vote.

(2) The applicant shall affirmall of the follow ng:

(i) The information provided in the registration
declaration is true.

(ii) The applicant understands that:

(A) the registration declaration will be
accepted for all purposes as the equival ent of an
affidavit; and

(B) if the registration contains a materi al
fal se statenment, the applicant shall be subject to

penal ties for perjury.
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(3) The registration declaration shall contain the
printed nanme and signature of the applicant and the date of
signing. An applicant unable to sign the voter registration
application shall nmake a nark before a person of the
applicant's choice other than the applicant's enployer or an
agent of the applicant's union. The person shall insert the
person's nane, address and tel ephone nunber. If the person is
an enpl oyee or agent of the Departnent of Transportation or
anot her agency as provi ded under section 1325 and is
assisting the applicant in an official capacity, the enployee
or agent shall insert the initials and identification nunber
of the enployee or agent. In the case of applicants
regi stering under section 1323 or 1325, the person providing
assi stance shall insert initials or enployee or agent
i dentification nunber on a separate or detachabl e portion of
the application or conputer data file.

(4) The official registration application shall contain
a notice entitled "PENALTY FOR FALSI FYI NG DECLARATI ON. " The
notice shall advise the applicant that if a person signs an
official registration application knowi ng a statenent
declared in the application to be false, the person conmts
perjury. The notice shall specify the penalty for perjury.
(c) Distribution.--

(1) The secretary shall supply official registration
applications to conm ssi ons.

(2) The secretary shall nmake available for distribution
official voter registration applications to public libraries,
public schools, State-related institutions of higher
education, offices operated by the Departnment of Revenue,

of fi ces operated by the Departnent of Aging, area agencies on
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aging, offices operated by the Pennsylvania Ganme Conm ssion
or any of its authorized |icense-issuing agents, offices
operated by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Conm ssion or any
of its issuing agents, and offices that provide unenpl oynent
conpensat i on.

(3) Each participating agency identified under paragraph
(2) shall:

(i) Provide that official voter registration nai
applications are avail able on the prem ses and di spl ayed
prom nently in a conspicuous |ocation during nornal
busi ness hours.

(ii) Provide an official voter registration mai
application to any individual requesting one.

(i) Provide reasonable space for nonpartisan signs
or posters indicating the availability of official voter
regi stration mail applications on the prem ses.

(4) The secretary may provide technical assistance to
conmmi ssi ons upon request and agenci es desi gnated under
par agr aph (2).

(5) The secretary shall print and distribute nmai
regi stration applications which are not postage paid and
whi ch shall not be specific to any county registration
office. Along with the distribution of such applications, the
secretary shall also include instructions to informthe
appl i cant where the application is to be sent.

(6) The secretary and conmm ssions shall supply
applications to all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Persons and organi zati ons who request
appl i cati ons.

(ii) Federal, State and political subdivision
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(iti1) Political parties and political bodies.
(1v) Candi dates.

(d) Staff.--Agency enpl oyees assisting in the distribution
of voter registration applications under subsection (c) shal
conduct thenselves in a manner consistent with the foll ow ng
princi pl es:

(1) They shall not seek to influence an applicant's
political preference or party registration or display
political preference or party allegiance.

(2) They shall not nake any statenment to an applicant or
take any action the purpose of or effect of whichis to
di scourage the applicant fromregistering to vote.

(3) They shall not nake any statenment to an applicant or
take any action the purpose of or effect of which is to | ead
the applicant to believe that a decision to register or not
to regi ster has any bearing on the availability of services
or benefits.

Agency enpl oyees who violate this subsection shall be renpoved
from enpl oynent, provided that the agency at its discretion nmay
i npose a penalty of suspension without pay for at |east 30 days,
but not nore than 120 days, if it finds that the violation does
not warrant termnation.

Section 2. Sections 701, 702, 703 and 704 of the act of June
3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsyl vania El ection
Code, are repeal ed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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