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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2684 *%5

| NTRODUCED BY STAIRS, M BAKER, BASTI AN, BELFANTI, BENNI NGHOFF
CAPPELLI, CORRI GAN, CRElI GHTON, DALEY, DeLUCA, DeWEESE
J. EVANS, FAIRCHI LD, FLICK, FRANKEL, GEI ST, CGEORGE, GRUCELA,
HALUSKA, HARHAI, HERMVAN, HERSHEY, HESS, HUTCHI NSON, KELLER
KREBS, LAUGHLI N, MANN, MARKOSEK, MCALL, MELIO, R M LLER,
S. MLLER PETRARCA, ROBERTS, RUBLEY, SCHULER, SEMVEL
SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STEIL, T. STEVENSON, SURRA,
TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, TIGUE, TRI CH WALKO, WANSACZ,
WOINARGCSKI , YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, TRAVAGLI O AND THOVAS,
JUNE 6, 2002

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 6, 2002
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AN ACT

Providing for the establishnment and inplenmentation of a

Vocati onal and Technical Education Marketing Strategy and an

advi sory commttee and its powers and duti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Vocati onal
and Techni cal Education Marketing Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Committee." The Vocational and Techni cal Educati on

Mar ket i ng Advisory Committee within the Departnent of Education.
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"DCED." The Departnent of Community and Economi c Devel oprent
of the Conmonweal t h.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Keyst one Conmi ssion.” The Keystone Comm ssion on Education
for Enploynent in the 21st Century, pursuant to House Resol ution
16, Session of 2001.

Section 3. Vocational and Techni cal Education Marketi ng
Strat egy.

(a) Establishnent.--The Vocational and Techni cal Education
Mar keting Strategy, which is to be forrmul ated and i npl enented by
the departnent in conjunction with the DCED, is hereby
established. In addition, the Vocational and Techni cal Education
Mar keti ng Advisory Commttee is hereby established within the
depart nment.

(b) Purpose.--This act is part of an ongoing effort to
foll ow the recomrendati ons of the Keystone Conm ssion. The
Keyst one Conmi ssi on reconmended that the Commonweal th engage in
an aggressive nmarketing strategy geared towards parents and
students to pronote the inportance of vocational -techni cal
education to the econom c devel opnment of this Commonweal t h.
According to the Keystone Conm ssion, two nyths have devel oped
about vocational -techni cal education that are part of the cause
of low enrollnment in vocational-technical schools. These nyths
include a belief that vocational students will be unable to
obt ai n good payi ng jobs upon their graduation and that
vocational training involves occupations that are dirty,
unskilled in nature and unlikely to provide opportunities for
prof essional growth. This marketing strategy would be used to

di spel those nyths and, ultimately, to increase enrollnent in
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vocat i onal -techni cal education prograns.

(c) Powers and duties.--The departnment, in conjunction with

the DCED, shall have the follow ng powers and duti es.

(1) Engage in the creation and inplenentation of an
aggressive marketing strategy geared toward parents and
students, in order to pronote the inportance of vocational -
techni cal education to the econonic devel opnent of this
Commonweal th. This strategy may include, but is not limted
to, the use of Statew de and regionally focused nedi a
advertisenment, pronotional literature and in-school
presentations on the advantages of vocational education.

(2) Incorporate into pronotions the use of vocational -
techni cal school graduates who have established successful
careers in this Conmonwealth as a direct result of their
vocati onal training.

(3) Pronote choice of vocational education based on the
tremendous job potential for vocational-technical education
gr aduat es.

(4) Fully engage in strategi es designed to pronote
vocati onal education and to debunk the vocational education
nmyt hs that have denied tal ented students the opportunity to
pur sue successful careers and denied enpl oyers access to

qual i fied workers.

Section 4. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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