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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 26060 *%%

I NTRODUCED BY ROSS, GEI ST, BROOKS, CURRY, FRANKEL, HORSEY,
SCHRCODER, STEELMAN, E. Z. TAYLOR, J. TAYLOR, WATSON AND
M VRl GHT, MAY 30, 2002

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, MAY 30, 2002
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, further providing for carel ess driving.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3714 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
§ 3714. Carel ess driving.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any person who drives a vehicle in

carel ess disregard for the safety of persons or property is
guilty of careless driving, a summary offense.

(b)Y Additional penalty for distracted driver.--Any person

who vi ol ates subsection (a) and at the tine of the violation is

di stracted by the use of any electronic, electrical, nechanical,

personal groonm ng device, food, drink, book or printed nmateri al,

shall, in addition to any other penalty inposed, upon

convi ction, be sentenced to pay a fine of $50. Di stracti ons nay

i nclude, but are not limted to, radi os, recordi ng and pl ayback
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devi ces, tel ephonic devices and citi zens band r adi o0s,

t el evi sions, conputers and ot her such devices. No person shal

be convicted under this subsection unless the person is al so

convi cted under subsection (a) for a violation which occurred at

the sane tine. No costs as described in 42 Pa.C.S. § 1725.1

(relating to costs) shall be inposed for a conviction under this

subsection. Conviction under this subsection shall not

constitute a nmovi ng vi ol ati on.

(c) Civil actions.--In no event shall a violation or alleqged

vi ol ati on under subsection (b) be used as evidence in a trial of

any civil action, nor shall any jury in a civil action be

instructed that any conduct did constitute or could be

interpreted by themto constitute a violati on under subsection

(b), nor shall a conviction under subsection (b) be consi dered

as contri butory neqgligence, nor shall a violation under

subsection (b) be adm ssible as evidence in the trial of any

civil action, nor shall this section i npose any | egal obligation

upon or inpute any civil liability whatsoever to an owner,

enpl oyer, manufacturer, deal er or person engaged in the busi ness

of renting or | easing vehicles to the public to informthe

publ i ¢ about such di stracti ons.

(d) Crininal proceedings.--Evidence of a violation under

subsection (b) is not adm ssi ble as evidence in a crimn nal

proceedi ng except in a proceeding for a violation of subsection

(b). No crimnal proceeding for the crine of hom cide by vehicle

shal|l be brought on the basis of a violation under subsection

(b).

(e) Insurance.--An insurer may not charge an i nsured who has

been convi cted under subsection (b) a higher premumfor a

policy of insurance in whole or in part by reason of that
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1 conviction.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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