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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2378 %%

| NTRODUCED BY M WRI GHT, THOVAS, Di G ROLAMO, WATSON, CAPPELLI,
COLAFELLA, COY, DALEY, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HORSEY, M CALL,
Mol LHATTAN, M COZZI E, READSHAW SATHER, SHANER, R. STEVENSON,
WLT, YOUNGBLOOD AND LEDERER, FEBRUARY 14, 2002

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON COMVERCE AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 12, 2002
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 14, 1992 (P.L.866, No.137),
entitled "An act authorizing certain counties to increase the
recordi ng fees of deeds and nortgages to support or enhance

| ocal affordable housing efforts,” anending the title and

short title of the act; further providing for |egislative

pur pose, for definitions, for optional fee increases and for

di sposition of proceeds; and providing for economc

devel opnent efforts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title and sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the
act of Decenber 14, 1992 (P.L.866, No.137), known as the
Optional County Affordabl e Housing Funds Act, are anended to
read:

AN ACT
Aut hori zing certain counties to increase the recording fees of
deeds and nortgages to support or enhance | ocal affordable

housi ng efforts and econom c devel opnent initiatives.

Section 1. Short title.
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This act shall be known and may be cited as the Optional

County Affordable Housi ng and Econom c Devel opnent Funds Act.

Section 2. Legislative purpose.

The Ceneral Assenbly intends to provide an alternative nethod
for county governnents to raise revenues at the local |level to
enabl e county residents to purchase or rent quality residenti al

housi ng and to pursue econom c devel opnent efforts that

revitalize areas and communities, maxinm ze use of | ocal econonic

assets and create busi ness and enpl oynent opportunities for

their residents.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Affordabl e housing effort.”™ Any program or project approved
by the county conmm ssioners which increases the availability of
qual ity housing, either sales or rental, to any county resident
whose annual incone is |less than the nmedi an i ncome of the
county.

"County." Any county of the second, second A third, fourth,
fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth class. The term does not include
any county of the first class.

"Econoni ¢ devel opnent effort." A program or project approved

by the county comm ssi oners whi ch pronotes redevel opnent and

revitalization of dil api dated areas, upgradi ng of infrastructure

or aesthetics and beautification with the intent of creating or

attracti ng business activity and jobs for |ocal residents.

Section 4. Optional fee increases.

(a) Recording fees.--The county comm ssioners or the

governi ng body of each county, as defined in section 3, shal
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have the power and may by ordi nance increase the fees charged by
the recorder of deeds for recordi ng deeds and nortgages under
the act of June 12, 1919 (P.L.476, No.240), referred to as the
Second C ass County Recorder of Deeds Fee Law, and the act of
April 8, 1982 (P.L.310, No.87), referred to as the Recorder of
Deeds Fee Law.

(b) Limtation.--The additional fees |evied by the county

conmmi ssi oners shall not exceed 100% for affordabl e housi ng and

200% f or _econoni ¢ _devel opnent of the anpbunts charged on the

effective date of this act.

(c) Certain counties.--Counties that already have an

af f ordabl e housi ng program may i ncrease fees |levied up to 100%

for econom c devel opnent of the anpunts charged on the effective

date of this act.

Section 5. Disposition of proceeds.
Al'l additional noneys rai sed under section 4 shall be
deposited in the general fund of the county and shall be
all ocated as follows: A mninmmof 85%or such higher anmount as
may be determ ned by the county of the additional revenue shal
be set aside in a separate account to be used to fund affordable
housi ng efforts in the county. [Fifteen percent of the anmount <—
al | ocated under this paragraph may be used by the county for the
adm ni strative costs associated with the affordabl e housing and <—

economc—developrent efforts.] IN ADDITION, |F THE ECONOM C <—
DEVELOPVENT TRUST FUND OPTION IS EXERCISED, A M Nl MUM OF 85% OR

SUCH HI GHER AMOUNT AS MAY BE DETERM NED BY THE COUNTY OF THE

ADDI T1 ONAL REVENUE SHALL BE SET ASIDE | N A SEPARATE ACCOUNT_TO

BE_USED TO FUND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS I N THE COUNTY. I N

ADDI TION, UP TO 15% OF THE ADDI TI ONAL MONEY RAI SED MAY BE USED

BY THE COUNTY FOR THE ADM NI STRATI VE COSTS ASSOCI ATED W TH
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AFFORDABLE HOUSI NG AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 6. 1. Econom c devel opnent efforts.

Econom c devel opnent efforts may i nclude, but shall not be

(1) Providing matching funds to secure private, Federal

and State econom c devel opnent funds.

(2) Assisting and supporting efforts by the
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Commpnweal t h, devel opers and | ending institutions to

10 redevel op or revitalize |ocal areas.

11 (3) Supporting the efforts of nmunicipalities in regard
12 to infrastructure and aesthetic inprovenents with grants and
13 zero percent |loans for the purpose of retaining or expanding
14 t heir busi ness base.

15 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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