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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2331 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY CLYMER, M BAKER, BARRAR, BELFANTI, BUNT,
CAPPELLI, ClIVERA, CLARK, CRElIGHTON, DAILEY, D. EVANS,
FAIRCHILD FEESE, FORCI ER, GODSHALL, HARPER, JAMES, KELLER,
MACKERETH, M GEEHAN, M| LHATTAN, NICKCL PETRARCA, RAYMOND,
ROHRER, RGSS, RUBLEY, SATHER, SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY,
STEELMAN, STERN, R STEVENSQON, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR
TI GUE, TRI CH, WALKO, WASHI NGTON, WATSON AND WOJNARGSKI ,
FEBRUARY 4, 2002

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, FEBRUARY 4, 2002
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AN ACT

Providing for a pilot project for accident reports; and
establishing the Accident Report Form Study Committee.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Acci dent
Report Form Study Committee Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Accident report.” A report of a vehicular accident that is
submtted by a police departnent on a form prepared by the
Department of Transportation pursuant to the provisions of 75

Pa.C.S. 88 3751 (relating to reports by police) and 3752
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(relating to accident report forms).

"Conmittee."” The Accident Report Form Study Conmittee
established by this act.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Transportation of the
Commonweal t h.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Transportation of the
Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Accident report formpilot project.

(a) Authorization.--The departnent shall conduct a pil ot
project at ten | ocations across this Commonweal th for the
pur pose of collecting accident reports on the formthat is used
by the departnment on the effective date of this act. The project
shal | be adm ni stered as fol |l ows:

(1) Each location shall be selected by the departnent
and shall consist of a nunicipality with a popul ati on equal
to 50,000 persons or |ess.

(2) The accident reports shall be conpleted for a period
of 90 days on the formused by the departnent on the
effective date of this act.

(b) Limtation.--Notw thstandi ng any other provision of 75
Pa.C.S. (relating to vehicles) to the contrary, the formused by
the departnent on the effective date of this act nmay not be used
in any other location of this Comonweal th until the pilot
programis expanded in accordance with section 4(c).

Section 4. Accident Report Form Study Committee.

(a) Establishnent.--The Accident Report Form Study Committee
i s hereby established. The conmttee shall consist of the
fol |l ow ng nenbers:

(1) The secretary or his designee.

(2) Three nenbers of the departnment who are appoi nted by
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the secretary.

(3) A representative of the Pennsylvania Association of

Pol i ce Chiefs, designated by the head of the association.

(4) Four nenbers of the General Assenbly, one of whom
shall be appointed by the President pro tenpore of the

Senate, one of whom shall be appointed by the Mnority Leader

of the Senate, one of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker

of the House of Representatives and one of whom shall be
appointed by the Mnority Leader of the House of

Represent ati ves.

(b) Duties.--The conmittees shall review and study the
acci dent reports collected by the departnent under the pil ot
proj ect established under section 3. The committee shall also
solicit and consider the comments of police departnents
regardi ng the amount of time and effort to conplete the accident
reports and any other comments about the accident report forns.
The purpose of the review shall be to determ ne whether the
accident report formis the nost effective and efficient neans
to collect data on vehicul ar accidents while bal ancing the
adm ni strative demands pl aced on police departnments by the
conpl etion of the accident reports.

(c) Expansion of pilot program--If, after conpleting its
review, the committee determ nes by majority vote that the
accident report formis the nost effective and efficient neans
to collect data on vehicul ar accidents while bal ancing the
adm ni strative demands of police departnments, the departnent
shall expand the use of the accident report formto the entire
Commonweal th. OQtherwi se, the commttee shall reconmmend changes
to the content of the accident report form and the departnent

shal |l inplenment the changes and expand the use of the changed
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1 accident report formto the entire Commonwealth.
2 Section 5. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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