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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2305 %%

| NTRODUCED BY LEH, ARGALL, CALTAG RONE, S. M LLER, ROHRER,
SEMVEL, SANTONI, BARRAR, STEIL, HANNA, KREBS, TURZAI,
CREI GHTON, VANCE, ALLEN, DALLY, RUBLEY, B. SM TH, STETLER AND
NI CKOL, JANUARY 24, 2002

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
APRI L 8, 2002
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the first, third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth classes; anendi ng,
revi sing, consolidating and changing the laws relating
thereto; relating to inposition of excise taxes by counti es,

i ncl udi ng authorizing inposition of an excise tax on the

rental of notor vehicles by counties of the first class; and

provi ding for regional renaissance initiatives," further
providing for elected officers.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 401 of the act of August 9, 1955
(P.L.323, No.130), known as The County Code, anmended Novenber
26, 1968 (P.L.1099, No.341), Decenber 18, 1984 (P.L.1065,

No. 211) and June 18, 1998 (P.L.619, No.79), is anended to read:

Section 401. Enuneration of Elected Oficers.--(a) 1In each
county, there shall be the followi ng officers elected by the
qualified el ectors of the county:

(1) Three county conm ssioners.

(2) Three auditors or, in all counties where the office of



audi tor has heretofore been or shall hereafter be abolished, one
controller.

(3) One treasurer.

(4) One coroner.

(5) One recorder of deeds.

(6) One prothonotary.

(7) One clerk of the court of quarter sessions and of the
court of oyer and term ner.

(8) One clerk of the orphans' court.

(9) One register of wills.

(10) One sheriff.

(11) One district attorney.

(12) Two jury conm ssioners.

(b) Al such officers shall be elected at the nunici pal
el ection next preceding the expiration of the terns of the
officers nowin office, and quadrennially thereafter, and shal
hold their offices for a termof four years fromthe first
Monday of January next after their election and until their
successors shall be duly qualified, but in the event that any
such officer so el ected, excepting a county comr ssioner or
auditor, shall fail to qualify, or if no successor shall be
el ected, then the chief deputy, first assistant, first deputy or
princi pal deputy in office at the tine the vacancy occurred
shall assune the office until a successor has been appointed
pursuant to section 409 or until the first Monday in January
foll owi ng the next nunicipal election, whichever period is
shorter. In the case of a county comm ssioner or auditor, there
shall be a vacancy which shall be filled as provided in this
act .

(c) Al the county officers enunerated in this section shal
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remai n as now constituted. This section does not create any
office in any county where such office does not now exi st.

(d) The office of jury conmm ssioner may be abolished by
referendum at the option of each county which on the effective
date of this subsection is a county of the third class having a
popul ati on under the 1990 Federal decennial census in excess of
237,000 residents, but |less than 240,000 residents, or a
popul ati on under the 1990 Federal decennial census in excess of
337,000 residents, but |less than 341, 000 residents, whenever
el ectors equal to at |east five per centum of the highest vote
cast for any office in the county at the | ast precedi ng general
el ection shall file a petition with the county board of
el ections, or the governing body of the county adopts, by a
majority vote, a resolution to place such a question on the
ball ot and a copy of the resolution is filed with the county
board of elections for a referendum on the question of
abol i shing the office of jury conm ssioner. Proceedi ngs under
this subsection shall be in accordance with the provisions of
the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the
"Pennsyl vani a El ection Code." Upon approval of the referendum
the office of jury conm ssioner shall expire at the conpletion
of the current jury conmm ssioners' terns of office. The
ref erendum shall not take place in any year in which the office
of jury comm ssioners is on the ballot.

(e) The office of jury conni ssioner may be abolished in a

county of the third class HAVI NG A POPULATI ON DURI NG THE 2000 <—

DECENNI AL CENSUS OF NOT_LESS THAN 371, 000_AND NOT MORE THAN

380,000 if the governing body of the county adopts, by a

majority vote, a resol ution abolishing the office of jury

conmmi ssi oner. Upon approval of the resolution, the efficeof <—
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Hury—comm-ssioner—shall—expire— OFFI CE OF JURY COVM SSI ONER <—
SHALL EXPI RE AT THE COVPLETI ON OF THE CURRENT JURY

COW SSI ONERS' _TERMS OF CFFI CE.

Section 2. The anmendnent of section 401 of the act shall
apply to jury conm ssioners holding office on OR AFTER t he <—

effective date of this act.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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