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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1881 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY CAPPELLI, M BAKER, BARRAR, BENNI NGHOFF, COSTA,
FLEAGLE, GABI G CEI ST, HALUSKA, HASAY, HERSHEY, KELLER,
KENNEY, LEH, LEWS, MAJOR, MANN, R M LLER, PALLONE
PI STELLA, SATHER, B. SMTH, E. Z. TAYLOR TIGUE, TRICH WLT
AND CALTAGQ RONE, AUGUST 20, 2001

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, AUGUST 20, 2001
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for

attachnment of wages.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8127(a)(3.1) and (3.2) and (c) of Title
42 of the Pennsylvani a Consolidated Statutes are anended to
read:

§ 8127. Personal earnings exenpt from process.

(a) GCeneral rule and exceptions.--The wages, salaries and
conmi ssi ons of individuals shall while in the hands of the
enpl oyer be exenpt from any attachnent, execution or other
process except upon an action or proceeding:

* * %

(3.1) For back rent or for damages awarded to a judgnent

creditor-landlord arising out of a residential |ease upon

whi ch the court has rendered judgnent which is final.
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However, the anmount subject to attachment shall have deduct ed
fromit any security deposit held by the judgnment creditor-
| andl ord and forfeited by the judgnment debtor-tenant under
section 511.1 of the act of April 6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20),
known as The Landl ord and Tenant Act of 1951, unless the
security deposit has been applied to paynent of rent due on
the sane prem ses for which the judgnment for attachnment has
been entered. The judgnment creditor-landlord shall have the
burden of proving that such security deposit has been applied
to paynent of rent due on the prem ses herein described. The
sum attached shall be no nore than 10% of the net wages per
pay period of the judgnent debtor-tenant or a sumnot to
pl ace the debtor's net incone bel ow the poverty incone
gui del i nes as provided annually by the Federal O fice of
Managenent and Budget, whichever is |ess. For the purposes of
t hi s paragraph, "net wages" shall nean all wages paid | ess
only the following itens:

(i) Federal, State and | ocal incone taxes.

(ii) F.1.C A paynents and nonvoluntary retirenent

paynents.
(ti1) Union dues.
(iv) Health insurance prem uns.

(3.2) In the case of wage attachnent for back rent or

damages arising out of a residential |ease, to inplenent the
wage attachnent, the judgnment creditor-landlord shall conmply

wi th the Pennsyl vania Rules of Civil Procedure and any
applicable | ocal rules. The judgnent of the district justice,
magi strate or any other court having jurisdiction over |andlord
and tenant matters or a judgnent before the court of comon

pl eas shall reflect that portion of the judgnent which is for
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1 back rent or damages arising out of a residential |ease.

2 * x *

3 (c) Duty of enployer.--

4 (1) For any wage attachnment for back rent or danmages

5 arising out of a residential |ease, the enployer shall send

6 the attached wages to the prothonotary of the court of comon
7 pleas within 15 days fromthe close of the last pay period in
8 each nonth. The enployer shall be entitled to deduct fromthe
9 noneys col |l ected fromeach enpl oyee the costs incurred from
10 t he extra bookkeepi ng necessary to record such transacti ons,
11 not exceedi ng $5 of the anpbunt of noney so collected. If an
12 enpl oyer is served with nore than one attachnment for back

13 rent or damages arising out of a residential |ease against

14 t he sane judgnment debtor, then the attachnents shall be

15 satisfied in the order in which they were served. Each prior
16 attachnment shall be satisfied before any effect is given to a
17 subsequent attachnent, subject to subsection (a)(3.2). Upon
18 recei pt of the wages, the prothonotary of the court of common
19 pl eas shall record and send said wages to the judgnment
20 credi tor-Iandl ord.
21 (2) For any wage attachment other than for back rent or
22 damages arising out of a residential |ease, the enployer
23 shall send the attached wi thheld wages to the prothonotary of
24 the court of common pleas to be recorded, and upon receipt,
25 t he wages shall be sent to the creditor.
26 * x *
27 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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