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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1622 %5

| NTRODUCED BY D. EVANS, CALTAGQ RONE, CAPPELLI, COLAFELLA,
CORRI GAN, CURRY, DALEY, FRANKEL, GECRCGE, GRUCELA, HORSEY
JAMES, JOSEPHS, LEDERER, MANDERI NO, McCALL, MELI O, MYERS,
ROBI NSON, SANTONI, SCRI MENTI, SOLOBAY, STABACK, SURRA,
THOVAS, WOINARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, MAY 21, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MNAY 21, 2001
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Best Practices Review Comm ssion; providing for
its powers and duties; and requiring annual reports.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nay be cited as the Best
Practices Review Act.
Section 2. Purpose.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) There is a need to enhance comruni cati on anong
prof essionals working in a given service delivery area.
(2) There is a need to provide systematic studies of
desi gns and net hods for the service delivery of |ocal
gover nnent s.
(3) The citizens of this Commonweal th have the right to

know that | ocal governnent is nmeeting their needs in a cost-
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effective manner.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Best practices.” An in-depth study and anal ysis of the
means and mnet hods | ocal governnments utilize to deliver services
to their residents to determ ne which nmeans and whi ch net hods
are the nost efficient and nost cost-effective for the delivery
of the studied services.

"Conmmi ssion.” The Best Practices Review Conm ssion
est abli shed in section 4.

"Local government." A county, city, borough, incorporated
town, township or any other simlar general purpose unit of
government created by the CGeneral Assenbly.

Section 4. Best Practices Review Conm ssion

(a) Establishnent.--The Best Practices Review Conm ssion is
her eby established to devel op a conprehensive study of | ocal
governments to determ ne the best practices for the delivery of
government al servi ces.

(b) Menbership.--The comm ssion shall be conposed of 11
menbers. The menbership of the conmm ssion shall consist of:

(1) The Secretary of Community and Econom c Devel opnent
or a designee of the secretary.
(2) The chairman of the Legislative Budget and Fi nance

Conmittee.

(3) The chairman and the mnority chairman of the Loca

Governnent Conmmittee of the Senate.

(4) The chairman and the mnority chairman of the Loca

Government Committee of the House of Representatives.
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(5) One nenber of the public appointed by the Governor.
(6) Four nenbers appointed by the Governor, one each
froma list of three persons submtted by the foll ow ng
or gani zati ons:
(i) The Statew de association representing county
conmi Ssi oners.
(1i) The Statew de association representing cities
and runicipalities.
(1i1) The Statew de associ ation representing
bor oughs.
(iv) The Statew de association representing township
conmi Ssi oners.
(c) Vacancies.--Any vacancy on the comm ssion shall be
filled by the appointing power.
(d) Term--Menbers of the conm ssion shall serve a term of
four years or a termconmensurate with their termof office,
whi chever is |ess.
(e) Meetings.--The initial nmeeting of the comm ssion shal
be convened by the chairman of the Legislative Budget and
Finance Commttee no | ater than 60 days after the effective date
of this act. Thereafter, the comm ssion shall neet nonthly
unl ess nore frequent neetings are request ed.
(f) Quorum--Six nenbers of the conm ssion shall constitute
a quorum for all official business of the comm ssion.
(g) Chairperson.--At the initial neeting, the nenbers of the
commi ssion shall elect fromtheir nenbers a chairperson
Section 5. Powers and duties of comm ssion.
(a) Duties and responsibilities.--The comm ssion shal
conduct a Statew de study of the current practices of |ocal

governments, as well as the latest research findings of experts
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of the service area being studied. Services which may be subject
to study include, but are not |limted to:

(1) Recycling.

(2) Fire protection.

(3) Building inspection.

(4) Trash renoval

(5) Animal control

(6) Sewer cleaning.

(7) Snow renoval .

(b) Report to General Assenbly.--Wthin 90 days of the
effective date of this act, the conm ssion shall identify those
services nost in need of review Wthin 360 days of the first
of ficial meeting, the comm ssion shall submt to the General
Assenbly a Best Practices Review report for each of the services
identified with specific reconmendations, including:

(1) Effective practices.

(2) Service design.

(3) Delivery nethods.

(4) Wbrk product.

(5) Performance neasures includi ng benchmarki ng.

(c) Conprehensive report.--The comm ssion shall conmunicate
the results of the studies by holding a series of at |east six
regi onal wor kshops which all |ocal governments within the
specific region shall be invited to attend to review the
findings and recomendati ons and to nmake suggestions to the
comm ssion for further studies and review. Staff who perforned
the studies shall explain the findings of the studies.

Section 6. Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmitt ee.
The Legi sl ative Budget and Finance Comrittee shall provide

the staff and support services necessary to performreviews and
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studi es under this act.

Section 7. Expiration.

1
2
3 This act shall expire on June 30, 2005.
4 Section 8  Effective date.

5

This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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