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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1520 %%

| NTRODUCED BY NAI LOR, SEMMVEL, LUCYK, MARSI CO ADOLPH, M BAKER,

BARD, BARRAR, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BROAE, BUNT, CALTAG RONE,
CAPPABI ANCA, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, L. |. COHEN, CORRI GAN, COY,
CRUZ, DALEY, DERMODY, EGCLF, FICHTER, FLI CK, FRANKEL,
FREEMAN, GABI G CEI ST, CGEORGE, HARHAI, HARHART, HASAY
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, HORSEY, KENNEY, LEDERER, LEH

MAI TLAND, MAJOR, MANN, MAYERNI K, MCALL, M| LHATTAN,

R MLLER S. MLLER PALLONE, PHI LLIPS, PIPPY, PISTELLA,
ROBERTS, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SAMUELSON, SATHER
SAYLOR, SCHULER, SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STABACK, STERN
SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR, J. TAYLOR THOVAS, TRAVAGLI O WALKO,
WATERS, WATSON, W LT, WOAINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, ZUG
MACKERETH, LEWS, STEELMAN, TRELLO, JAMES AND GORDNER

MAY 3, 2001

AS

AMENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 16, 2001
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No.101), entitled,

as anmended, "An act providing for the paynent of death
benefits to the surviving spouse or children or parents of
firefighters, anbul ance service or rescue squad nmenbers or
| aw enforcenent officers killed in the performnce of their
duties,"” extending benefits to certain National CGuard
menbers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

No.

Section 1. The title of the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424,

101), referred to as the Energency and Law Enf or cenment

Personnel Death Benefits Act, anended Cctober 16, 1981 (P.L. 295,

No.

102), is anmended to read:

AN ACT
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Providing for the paynent of death benefits to the surviving
spouse or children or parents of firefighters, anbul ance
service or rescue squad nmenbers [or], |aw enforcenent

of ficers or National Guard nenbers killed in the performance

of their duties.

Section 2. Sections 1 and 2.1 of the act, anended or added
Decenber 27, 1994 (P.L.1373, No.161), are anended to read:

Section 1. (a) In the event a | aw enforcenent officer,
anbul ance service or rescue squad nenber [or], firefighter or

National Guard nenber is killed in the performance of his

duties, such political subdivision, ORIN THE CASE OF NATI ONAL

GUARD MEMBERS, THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, within 30 days fromthe

date of death shall submt certification of such death to the
Commonweal t h.

(b) A volunteer firefighter shall be deenmed to be acting in
the performance of his duties for the purposes of this act going
to or directly returning froma fire which the fire conpany or
fire departnment attended including travel fromand direct return
to a firefighter's hone, place of business or other place where
he or she shall have been when he or she received the call or
alarmor while participating in instruction fire drills in which
the fire departnent or fire conpany shall have participated or
while repairing or doing other work about or on the fire
apparatus or buildings and grounds of the fire conpany or fire
department upon the authorization of the chief of the fire
conpany or fire department or other person in charge or while
answering any energency calls for any purpose or while riding
upon the fire apparatus which is owned or used by the fire
conpany or fire department or while perform ng any other duties

of such fire conpany or fire departnment as authorized by the
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muni ci pality or while performng duties inposed by section 15,
act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299), referred to as the Fire
and Pani c Act.

(c) A volunteer anbul ance service or rescue squad nenber
shall be deened to be acting in the performance of his duties
for the purposes of this act going to or directly returning from
an energency which the anbul ance service or rescue squad
attended including travel fromand direct return to an anbul ance
service or rescue squad nmenber's honme, place of business or
ot her place where he or she shall have been when he or she
received the call or alarmor while participating in drills in
whi ch t he anbul ance service or rescue squad shall have
participated or while repairing or doing other work about or on
any energency vehicle or buildings and grounds of the anbul ance
service or rescue squad upon the authorization of the chief of
t he anmbul ance service or rescue squad or other person in charge
whi | e answering any energency calls for any purpose or while
riding upon any vehicles which are owned or used by the
anbul ance service or rescue squad.

(d) Upon receipt of such certification, the Commonweal t h
shall, from noneys payabl e out of the General Fund, pay to the
political subdivision the sumof $50,000, adjusted in accordance
wi th subsection (f) of this section. Wthin five days of receipt
of said sumfromthe Comonweal th, the political subdivision
shall pay such sumas a benefit to the surviving spouse, or if
there is no surviving spouse, to the mnor children of the
firefighter, anmbul ance service or rescue squad nenber for}- law <—

enforcenent officer er—National Giard menber killed in the <—

performance of duty. When no spouse or mnor children survive,

the benefit shall be paid to the parent or parents of such
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firefighter, anmbul ance service or rescue squad nenber for}- law <—

enforcenent officer er—National Giard rmenber. <—

(e) The Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania shall pay out of the
General Fund to the surviving spouse, or, if there is no

surviving spouse, the mnor children of a NATI ONAL GUARD MEMBER, <—

State police officer or other |aw enforcenent officer of the
Commonweal th killed in the performance of his duties the sum of
$50, 000, adjusted in accordance with subsection (f) of this
section. When no spouse or mnor children survive, the benefit

shall be paid to the parent or parents of such NATI ONAL GUARD <—

t he Commonweal th. The benefit shall be payabl e whet her or not
t he NATI ONAL GUARD MEMBER OR officer was killed within the <—

Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

(f) On July 1 of each fiscal year beginning after January 1,
1995, the Commonweal th shall adjust the | evel of the benefit
payabl e i nmedi ately before July 1 under subsections (d) and (e)
of this section to reflect the annual percentage change in the
Consuner Price Index for Al Urban Consuners, published by the
United States Departnent of Commerce, Bureau of Labor
Statistics, occurring in the one-year period ending on January 1
i mredi ately preceding July 1.

(g) A National Guard nenber shall be deened to be acting in

the performance of his duties for the purposes of this act when <—
) i I ) :  od_of )
| : hich i | u I
| ) hief i | o s 8 el ati
to—-active State duty for—enmergency)— VWHEN: <—
(1) H' S DEATH OCCURS | N AN OFFI Cl AL DUTY STATUS

AUTHORI ZED UNDER 51 PA.C. S. 8§ 508 (RELATING TO ACTI VE STATE
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1 DUTY FOR EMERGENCY); OR

2 (2) GO NG DI RECTLY TO OR FROM THE PLACE OF SUCH DUTI ES.

3 Section 2.1. This act shall be broadly construed to grant

4 benefits to firefighters, anbulance service or rescue squad

5 nenbers [or], |law enforcenent officers or National Guard

6 personnel for deaths related to the performance of their duties.

7 Section 3. This act shall take effect +A—60—days <—
8 | MVEDI ATELY. <—
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