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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1449 =35

| NTRODUCED BY STAI RS, KREBS, COLAFELLA, FLEAGLE, FLICK, HERVAN
Mol LHATTAN, R M LLER, NAILOR, T. STEVENSON, CURRY, GRUCELA,
ROBI NSON, ROEBUCK, STEELMAN, STURLA, C. WLLIAVS, BELFANTI,
BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, L. |I. COHEN, COSTA, DALEY,
DeLUCA, FRANKEL, GEI ST, GEORGE, HARHAI, HESS, JAMES, JOSEPHS
LAUGHLI N, MANN, MARKOSEK, M CALL, MELI O, PRESTON, READSHAW
RUBLEY, SATHER, SAYLOR, SEMMVEL, SHANER, B. SM TH,
E. Z. TAYLOR THOMAS, TIGUE, TRELLO TRI CH WALKO, WANSACZ,
WLT, WOINARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, APRIL 26, 2001

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRI L 26, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for the establishnent,
menber shi p and powers and duties of the Master Plan for

Hi gher Education Review Conmttee; and further providing for

t he adoption of the master plan.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2601-B of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is
anmended by adding a clause to read:

Section 2601-B. Definitions.--Wen used in this article the

foll owi ng words and phrases shall have the foll owi ng nmeani ngs:

* * %

(3) "Committee" shall nean the Master Plan for Hi gher




1 Education Review Conmittee established under section 2604.1-B

2 Section 2. Section 2603-B(h) of the act, added March 30,

3 1988 (P.L.321, No.43), is anended to read:

4 Section 2603-B. Powers and Duties of the Board.--* * *

5 (h) [Every] At |east every five (5) years, the board shal

6 [adopt] transmit a proposed master plan for higher education

7 [which shall be for the guidance of the Governor, and al

8 institutions of higher education financed wholly or in part from
9 State appropriations] as provided in section 2604.3-B, to the
10 Master Plan for Higher Education Review Conmittee for its

11 review The proposed master plan shall:

12 (1) define the role of each type of institution (State-owned
13 universities, State-related universities, conmunity coll eges,

14 private colleges and universities and off-canpus centers of any
15 of these and other institutions authorized to grant degrees) in
16 this Commonweal t h;

17 (2) reconmend enrollnment |evels for each such institution;
18 (3) reconmend net hods for governance;

19 (4) reconmmend nethods for the distribution of State funds
20 anong the institutions;
21 (5) evaluate the status of physical plants and technical
22 equi prent and project needs;
23 (6) evaluate the status of and projection of manpower needs;
24 (7) evaluate enrollnent accessibility to institutions of
25 higher learning by the public; and
26 (8) otherw se provide for an orderly devel opnent of
27 institutions of higher education in this Conmonwealt h.
28 * x *
29 Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:
30 Section 2604.1-B. Master Plan for Hi gher Education Review
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Committee.--(a) There is hereby created a conmttee to be known

as the Master Plan for H gher Educati on Revi ew Comm tt ee.

(b) The commttee shall consist of fifteen (15) nenbers

appoi nted as foll ows:

(1) The Secretary of Education or a desi gnee.

(2) The chairperson of the State Board of Education or a

(3) Two (2) senators appointed by the President pro tenpore

of the Senate. One (1) senator shall be a nenber at the ti ne of

appoi ntnent of the Appropriations Conmmittee of the Senate. The

second senator shall be a menber at the time of appoi nt nent of

t he Educati on Conmmittee of the Senate.

(4) Two (2) senators appointed by the Mnority Leader of the

Senate. One (1) senator shall be a nenber at the tine of

appoi ntnent of the Appropriations Conmmittee of the Senate. The

second senator shall be a menber at the time of appoi nt nent of

t he Educati on Conmmittee of the Senate.

(5) Two (2) representatives appoi nted by the Speaker of the

House of Representatives. One (1) representative shall be a

menber at the tine of appoi ntnent of the Appropriations

Committee of the House of Representatives. The second

representative shall be a nenber at the tine of appoi nt nent of

the Subcomm ttee on Hi gher Educati on of the Educati on Conm ttee

of the House of Representatives.

(6) Two (2) representatives appointed by the Mnority Leader

of the House of Representatives. One (1) representati ve shall be

a nenber at the tine of appointnment of the Appropriati ons

Committee of the House of Representatives. The second

representative shall be a nenber at the tine of appoi nt nent of

the Subcomm ttee on Hi gher Educati on of the Educati on Conm ttee

20010H1449B1721 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

of the House of Representatives.

(7) One (1) nenber shall be a president of a community

college at the tine of appointnent, selected froma |ist

subm tted by the Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on of Coll eges and

Uni versities (PACU) and appoi nted by the Governor.

(8) One (1) nenber shall be a president of a State-owned

coll ege or university at the tinme of appointnent, selected from

a list submtted by PACU and appoi nted by the Governor.

(9) One (1) nenber shall be a president of a State-rel ated

coll ege or university at the time of appointnent, selected from

a list submtted by PACU and appoi nted by the Governor.

(10) One (1) nenber shall be a president of an independent

coll ege or university at the tinme of appointnent, selected from

a list submtted by PACU and appoi nted by the Governor.

(11) One (1) nenber who shall represent proprietary

institutions shall be selected froma |list submtted by the

Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on of Private School Adni nistrators

( PAPSA) and appoi nted by the Gover nor.

(c) Menbers appointed pursuant to this act shall hold office

as follows: two (2) nenbers chosen by |ot shall hold office for

an initial termof three (3) vears, two (2) nenbers chosen by

|l ot shall hold office for an initial termof tw (2) years and

the renmmni ni ng nenber shall hold office for an initial term of

one (1) year each or until the menber's successor has been

appoi nted. An appointnent to fill a vacancy shall be for the

unexpired termor until the nenber's successor has been

appoi nt ed. Subsequent appoi ntnents shall be for three (3) year

(d) Leqgislative nmenbers shall hold office for two (2) year

terns ending at mdnight on the thirtieth day of Novenber of
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each even- nunbered year.

(e) The President pro tenpore of the Senate and t he Speaker

of the House of Representatives shall designate one (1) of the

appoi nted nenbers of the Senate and one (1) of the appointed

menbers of the House of Representatives to serve as chai rnan and

vice chai rman, respectively. Thereafter, chai rnanshi p and vice

chai rmanshi p shall alternate annually between the Senate and the

House of Representatives. The first chairman shall be an

appoi nt ed nenber of the House of Representatives and the first

vice chai rman shall be an appoi nted nenber of the Senate.

(f) Eight (8) nenbers shall constitute a quorum The

affirmati ve vote of a mpjority of all the nenbers of the

comm ttee duly recorded showi ng how each nenber voted shall be

required in order to take action adopti ng statenents of policy,

standards, rules and requl ati ons.

(g) The committee shall neet as necessary for the pronpt

di scharge of its duties and shall adopt rules to govern its

operati on and organi zati on.

(h) Leqgislative vacancies shall be filled by appoi nt nent by

the presiding officer of the |eqislative chanmber to which the

vacati ng nenber was el ected. The successor shall serve for the

durati on of the vacating nenber's term

Secti on 2604. 2- B. Pur pose, Duties, Powers and

Responsi bilities of the Conmttee.--The conmittee at all tines

shall ensure that its mssion is centered on providing a

rati onal and effective approach to devel opi ng and i npl enenti ng

State policies pertaining to postsecondary education in this

Commpnweal th. To carry out its duties the commttee shall have

the foll owi ng powers and responsibilities:

(1) Provide input to the State Board of Education with
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respect to the master plan as well as revi ew proposed naster

pl ans as provided in section 2604. 4- B.

(2) Approve, disapprove or recommend anendnents to proposed

master plans as provided in sections 2604.5-B, 2604.6-B and

2604. 7- B.

(3) WMaintain liaison with the Departnent of Educati on and

the General Assenbly on matters concerning the adopti on of a

mast er pl an.

Section 2604.3-B. Transmttal of a Proposed Master Pl an. --

VWhenever the board seeks to adopt a master plan, the board shal

pl ace sufficient copies of the proposed naster plan in the

possessi on of the chairperson of the conmttee. The transnittal

shal | i ncl ude:

(1) The text of the proposed nmaster pl an.

(2) A statenent of the statutory authority under which the

master plan or change therein is proposed to be adopt ed.

(3) A brief explanation of the proposed naster plan or

change therein and the justification therefor.

Secti on 2604. 4- B. Revi ew by Conmmittee.--(a) The conmttee

shall conplete its review of the proposed master plan w thin

thirty (30) |eqislative session days of the date of receipt of

copi es of the proposal.

(b)) The commttee may hol d heari ngs, take testinony and nmke

its review at such places within this Conmbnwealth as it deens

Secti on 2604. 5- B. Recomrendati on for Amendnent.--(a) Upon

conpletion of its review of the proposed master plan in

accordance with the provi sions of section 2604.4-B, the

comm ttee shall notify the board of its findi ngs and reconmend

necessary anendnents.
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(b) The board, within twenty (20) cal endar days of receiving

the conmttee's recommendati on, nay anend the proposed naster

plan in accordance with the recommendati on of the commttee and

resubnmt the proposed naster plan to the commttee for its

revi ew.

Secti on 2604.6-B. Approval of a Proposed Master Pl an.--0On

its deternmination that the proposed nmaster plan shoul d be

approved, the conmmittee's | egislative nenbers shall, within the

revi ew peri od, cause a concurrent resolution to be introduced in

the Senate or the House of Representatives approvi ng the

pr oposed naster plan, and upon the adopti on of the resol ution,

the conmttee shall notify the board. Upon notice, the board

shal |l adopt the nmster plan.

Secti on 2604. 7- B. Di sapproval of a Proposed Master Pl an.--0On

its deternmination that the proposed master plan shoul d be

di sapproved, the | eqislative nenbers of the commttee shall,

within the revi ew period, cause a concurrent resolution to be

i ntroduced in the Senate or the House of Representatives

di sapprovi ng the proposed master plan; and upon the adopti on of

the resolution the commttee shall notify the board. Upon notice

of di sapproval, the board shall, within twenty (20) cal endar

days, make nodifications to the proposed nmaster plan and

resubmt it to the conmttee for review

Section 2604.8-B. Conmittee |Inaction.--If the commttee does

not cause a concurrent resolution to be introduced within the

revi ew period, the board nay thereafter adopt the master plan as

Secti on 2604. 9- B. Ef fect on Judicial Review --(a) For

pur poses of judicial review, conmttee i nacti on or the adopti on

of a concurrent resol ution of approval shall nean that the
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master plan shall be for the gui dance of the Governor, the

CGCeneral Assenbly and all institutions of higher education.

(b) Adoption of a concurrent resol uti on of di sapproval shal

mean that the master plan shall not be for the gqui dance of the

Governor, the General Assenbly and all institutions of higher
education.
Section 2604.10-B. Sine Die Session.--In the event of an

adj ournnent sine die of the General Assenbly within its revi ew

peri od, the board shall resubmt its proposed nmaster plan upon

the reorgani zati on of the General Assenbly and its standi ng

committees. Once the proposed master plan is resubmtted, the

revi ew provided by this act shall comence, and the master pl an

adopted during the adjournnent sine die shall expire fifteen

(15) cal endar days after the reconveni ng of the CGeneral

Assenbl y, unless the master plan was approved in the manner

provi ded by this act.

Section 2604.11-B. Appropriations.--The General Assenbly

shal | appropri ate nbneys as necessary for the advancenent of

this act.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001, or

i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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