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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1421 %5

| NTRODUCED BY J. W LLI AMS, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BLAUM BROWNE
CAPPABI ANCA, M COHEN, COSTA, CRUZ, DeLUCA, EACHUS, D. EVANS
FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GABI G CGEORGE, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY,
HORSEY, KELLER, LAUGHLI N, LEDERER, LUCYK, McILHATTAN, MELI G
MYERS, PETRARCA, ROBI NSON, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SCOLOBAY, STABACK,
STEELMAN, THOVAS, Tl GUE, TRAVAGLI O TRELLO, TRICH WALKG
WANSACZ, WASHI NGTON, WATERS, C. W LLIAMS, WOGAN, YOUNGBLOOD
AND YUDI CHAK, APRI L 24, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND OLDER ADULT SERVI CES,
APRI L 24, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 6, 1987 (P.L.381, No.79), entitled

"An act relating to the protection of the abused, negl ected,

expl oi ted or abandoned el derly; establishing a uniform

St atewi de reporting and investigative systemfor suspected

abuse, negl ect, exploitation or abandonnment of the elderly;

provi di ng protective services; providing for funding; and
maki ng repeal s,”™ providing for reporting by hospital

per sonnel of suspected abuse.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 103 of the act of Novenmber 6, 1987
(P.L.381, No.79), known as the O der Adults Protective Services
Act, is anended by adding definitions to read:

Section 103. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:
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* * %

"Hospital." An institution licensed in this Commonweal th

havi ng an organi zed nedi cal staff established for the purpose of

providing to inpatients, by or under the supervision of

physi ci ans, di agnostic and therapeutic services for the care of

persons who are injured, disabled, pregnant, di seased, sick or

mentally ill or rehabilitati on services for the rehabilitation

of persons who are injured, disabled, pregnant, diseased, sick

or nentally ill. The termincludes facilities for the di agnosis

and treatnent of disorders within the scope of specific nedical

specialties. The term does not include facilities caring

exclusively for the nentally ill.

"Hospital adm nistrator."” The person responsi ble for the

admi ni stration of a hospital.

"Hospi tal personnel." |ncludes those persons who are engaged

in the adni ssion, exam nation, care or treatnent of individuals

in a hospital

* * %

"Patient." An individual who receives care, services or

treatnent in or froma hospital

* * %

Section 2. Section 302 of the act is anmended by adding a
subsection to read:
Section 302. Reporting; protection fromretaliation; imunity.

* * %

(a.1) Reporting by hospital personnel. --

(1) Hospital personnel who, in the course of their

enpl oynent, occupati on or practice of their profession, cone

into contact with a patient who is an older adult shal

notify the hospital adm nistrator when they have reasonabl e
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cause to suspect on the basis of their nedical, professional

or other training and experience that an ol der adult coni ng

before themin their professional capacity is a victim of

(2) Upon notification, the hospital adm ni strator shal

assune the responsibility and shall have the | egal obligation

to report or cause an oral report to be made to the agency.

Wthin 48 hours of nmaking the oral report, the hospital

admi ni strator shall nake a witten report to the agency.

(3) A hospital adm ni strator who has reasonabl e cause to

suspect that a patient is the victimof sexual abuse, serious

physical injury or serious bodily injury or that a death is

suspi cious shall, in addition to contacting the agency,

i mmedi ately contact | aw enforcenent officials to make an oral

report. Wthin 48 hours of making the oral report, the

hospital adm nistrator shall make a witten report to

appropri ate | aw enforcenent officials.

(4) The privil eged conmuni cati on between any

pr of essi onal person and the patient of that person shall not

apply to situations involving older adult abuse and shall not

constitute grounds for failure to report as required by this

subsecti on.

* * %

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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